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T He Roman Do@rine of Repentance miſrepreſented infive particulars, $. x. 


1. As holding no neceſſity of Repentance ſave at the hour of Death. 
The Contrary hereof ſhewn ont of the Council of Trent. Viz. : | 
That by the Roman Dottrine none can enter into the State of Grace, or be Capable 

of any Sacrament without an atFual Repentance preceding. 9.3. 
Concerning Sacerdotal Abſolution,vot only beneficial,but nerefary, fo the for- 
—_— of all Mortal Sin by God, © Granted byBifhop An 
Mr: Thorndike. . F: io ER | 
That, taking Repentance 4s an affirmative precept, ( net bindiny at all times) 
Catholick Writers maintain, 1.after ſinning, a preſent obligation of nat per- 
ſevering in, nor bearing affettion to, Sin. 2. The att of Repentance to be as 
neceſſary as the precept of loving God : Al grin thereto, negatively, thought - 
not poſitively, a ſet tinse z VIZ. not to be long deferred, Thouzh no time 
can certainly be ſaid to be too late, $.6,7. NED 
That, if ſome - G62 Writers hold otherwiſe, the Church is not anſwerable for = 
all things taught in, but by, It 5 and for Decrees of Councils. Where, : 
Concerning a Common Opinion ; and.its Limitations. $.8, 9, - 


2. As not obliging any to a forſaking of their ſins, or reformation of Life. 
The Contrary ſhewn out of the Council of Trent, And, | 
That the Doitrine of Catholicks goes beyond Proteftant's ; requiring more, in a : 

ſincere. Repentance, than their's, Namely, Satufattions, or Penances ; not only *- 
f-r preſerving the Penitent's new life, but, puniſhing bis-former ſins. 9. 10. 
Evidenced by Proteſtant's contrary impeachment of Catholicks formerly.y.z x, +. 
Whether not only au aCtual ceſſation from ſin, but aCtual good-life roo; neceſ- 
ſarily required before the Sacraments, or 7uſtification. F. 12, - 
The Proteſtant's Do&rine herein. Q.13. | 
The Catholick's Dettrine herein; requiring, for Mortal Sin, (beſides an hearty - 
ſorrow, and reſolution of amendment) repairing tothe Power of the Keys, the. 
Sacrament of Penance, Confeſſion, Abſolution, axd Satisfaction. 5. 14. 
The Sacrament to one better prepared conferring more grace ; to one Wanting .: 
ane Repentance revared ved. 5. 15. 
Since, where Sin and the eternal 1s not, there neither us the temporal, puniſhment- 

'” remitted; therefore Renances ( voluutary,: or enjoiped.) neceſſary; _ 

I, 'To-perfett, where arfettive, our Contrition ; and te eſcape Hell. C. 16, 

2. -To care vicious habits, aud-ſo for the future prevent Sin. $.17. 

3. To chaſtiſe and revenge ſin paſt ; and ſo prevent (if removeable) God's + 

temporal }udgments.. Where , Tre Penitent is taught, That the - 

more Penance, and the better perform @,the leſſer future temporal pun:ſhment..”. 

That, ( though for gradt fanlts ſmall puniſhments be poſed) God now-:- 

requires na leſs worthy fruits of RePaWeneo, than formerly: . So thats: 


bs 2: the 


rews, and 


leſſer Penance enjoined being 45 much, or more, efficaciou, than 4 great- 
er that is ſpontaneous, wanting the merit of Obedience ) 4 Penitent's 
intereſt is rather to defire greater Penances. 4.18. That all re- 
lapſes, after the Sacrament and 7aſtification received, put the Sinner into 
a worſe condition, than before. $. 19, Who, if ftill anreformed,. 
for atime. ſufpended fromthe Sacrament. 5.20. | 


3. As holding the Sacraments to confer Grace ex opere operato o# whatever 


Y 


Subjett or receiver of them, though never ſo inaifpoſed or unprepared. 
The Goutrary ſhewn out of dhe Council of Trent. 4. 22. 4 
Particular diſpoſitions and preperations required to Baptiſme, and Penance. F. 


23,'2 | 
Particular + Sas » farther , requiſite to Confirmation , -the Euchariſt , and 
.Extream UnCtion. * Whether an aCtual ſenfible Devotion required to the 
. Euchariſt? $. 25, 26, 27, 34- CE 
Of the Euchariſt, conſidered, not as a Sacrament, but Sacrifice. $.'28, 
How Sacraments ſaid to prodxce their effeft ex opere operato. F. 29. 
Qualifications neceſſary to, though not the efficients of, Grace. $. 30, 
The miſ-related 8th. Canon of the Council of Trent aſerted, $. 32. 
That Sacraments are inſtrumental cauſes of conferring Grace, 3s Divine Reve- 
lation. F.33. 
That Rbam UnCtion may be applied, though one have not the uſe of Reaſon, 


if immediarel before, having it, he appeared Contrite, and deſired the Sacra- 


ment. | - Only Perſons truly contrite, and giving external figns thereof , re- 
Cceiving the effett of this Sacrament, $. 35. | 


As ( by the Sacrament of Penance 3ts ex opere operato remitting fin , and 
conferring Grace) eaſily changing the eternal puniſhment f fin ( always cer- 
tainly remitted with the fnS mto a' temporal ; or, changing Hell-tor- 
ments into Purgatory : and then eafily getting thence too with a little money, 
or friends. 

The * 1: co hereto, viz. That the procurmg the pardon of Mortal Sin, aſter 
Bapriſine, « no ſuch eaſie thing, appears by the 249. and 3d. Points preced- 
ing. And, further, 1. That to the remiſſion of ſuch ſin is required as neceſ- 
ſary , the due effe& of the Sacrament of Penance. 2. This effeft not con- 

erred on all that are confeſſed , bat only, among theſe, on the rightly pre- 
diſpoſed. 3. That none is abſolutely certain of fuch ſincere Repentance , as 
infallibly receives the effett and benefit of the Sacrament. 4. That, in avy 
defett, the beſt way to compleat ſuch Repentance is much Penance, and Morti- 
fication; the ſureſt ſign, a change of life , and perſeverance; and the ſureſt 
means of perſevering Penance and Mortification. $. 36. 5. That, asto Pe- 
nances their removing puniſhments, and ſo juſt Indulgences of Penance doinz 
the ſame; ,* No Indulgence relates to quitting the Eternal paniſoment. 
' 1 Nor benefits, for removing the Temporal, one impenitent &" liable to the 
eternal. 3 The remiſſion of eternal puniſhment depending \ chiefly' on the 
ſincerity of the Repemtance and new life ; this obliges all pioms Catholicks = 
make 


\a101:0 4 h4 Fohd th Chnitions veqhired of them fir cancelling theresf. $. 27; 
ze BF cok wethod  hertin'of Proteſtants,” $. 38, Ee IR. 


5. As in her Doftrine Indulgences, maintaining many groſs abſurdities; and 


excuſing her Subjetts from performing the beſt parts of their Religion, 


The.Contraryhereof ſhown both in her DoQtrine, and PraCtice.' $. 39, _ 
The Doftrine of the Council of Trent concerning Indulgences, defended by An- 


—_ | I? 

Wierd we may find, I. Long and ſevere Penances impoſed - 
on greater Sinners, in ſome proportion to their crimes ; and theſe nos only 
for [atisfaftion to the Church; but; chiefly; to God's Jaſtice, and for remiſſion - 
of ſin, and its. eternal puniſhment; ' + - 2. Tndulgences of ſuch Penances, 


© (all, or ſome part ) ſometimes granted to ſome, thought ri;htly qualified for 
* them, upon certain juft canſes: $. 40, 41, 42: - : 
'* Inftances in the Primitive Times. $-443, 44- 


Paralltl-Examples of latter Times granting Indulgences, ' To 4-righthy-- 


| — Perſon: * On 4 juſt and weighty ground. $.45, 46, 47. 


"The preſent  Praftice of Indalgences. As to which Catholicks are mſtretted, . 


+ dently eftimate 
: '* * How Indulgences' ſaid to Make good what they prom e, $.'53. 
"3: That an nds wo RY a defetFan the cauſe; any 


C . 


. IT. That Indulgences benefit none, as toremiſſion of ſin or. its. eternal pu- 
* © © niſhnent, but only temporal : and b:long only to juſt perſons. Where, -. 
-*** That Indulgences therefore mentionRemillion of Sm, becauſe always ſup- 
 . poſing it offcbted by the Sacrament of Penance, . to which it 4s annexed. 


| $. »49,505F r, 63. 
2 


at, as aright diſpofition in the Penitent neceſſary, ſo a juſt cauſe priues- 
; F, mort acteptable to God," than ſuch Penances would ke. $. 52. 


[ 


Its benefits :« * Some pious work,, 
rewardable, done, * The ſecuring one's Salvation occaſioned thereby, in put- - 
ting ones ſelf into the State of grace. * No Penance omitted by reaſon of ito 
4 Nv loſs, but ſure gain, if the Penances enjoined be. performed.. * Noney 
ſcrupling their validity, compelled to uſe Indulgences ; but may lt them a- 
lone, and do their Penance. Y.54,55- 

4: That, though upon a-plenary Indulgence: granted ) none are- obliged to + 
Penances, 4s ſatisfaftory for -the _— x. of their ſin; yet, 'as + 


ſuch penal afts are good works, and as requiſite to the two: ends of Penances; | 


r. begetting a true contrition for finpaſt; and 2. caring vicious habits, and 
preventing fin for the time to come, perſons are adviſe ( ſome. ſay, bound ) $ 
to continue ſuch Penances, notwithſtanding whatever favorr received. by 1n-- 


dulgences. $. 56, 57. 
5. That; to obtain the full-effeft of the Indulgence, theres ſuppoſed in the 


ſuſcipient a proportionable preparation and contrition ; and that the pioms + 


work to be performed be adjuſted to the receiver's different capacities. 5.58. 
There wanting not Matives both to. uſe all-lndulgences, and yet to dv + 

Penance. $. 59. ZN 

6: The Abuſecs, in uſing Indulgences, A agitated by Proteſtants, thax-- 
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vernonrs ; with a veſervationalſe of ſcycral. Cafes. That net enly cbe Pope, 
but other Biſhops have and. de' grant Genes: the Jus Divinum, 
cigea by the Council of Trent, 


# » Ry. S 


(x) 
The Roman Doftrine of Repentance Vindicated, 


Flliters I have explicated, and endeavour'd to vindicate the Rowan De- 
votions. The other matterof great conſequence, wherein that Church hath 
ſiffered much wrong from Dottor Stillingfleet, ( as alſo, before him, from B: op 
Taylor in his D:ſſwaſive, ) is the Roman Doftrine concerning Repentance, and a 
ood life in theſe five Particulars following, wherein this Author informs his 
Credulous Reader, (according to what the general current of his diſcourſe 
. repreſents, ) 1ſt, That the Roman Church holds no neceſſity of Repentance, but 
only once inone's life ; 1. e. in articulo mortis ; (as he exprefſeth it out of Dr. 
Taylor's Diſſwaſive, an Author of the ſame fidelity.) 21y. That the Roman Re- 
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_ 


Rom: Idolate, 


c.3.8.1.,p.131; 


pentance or Contrition doth not include, or oblige any to, forſaking of their Sin, Ibid, pap.180, 


or Reformation of life. 3ly. That it holds the Sacraments to confer Grace ex 
opere operato ON whatever ſubject, or receiver of them, though never ſo in- 
Fes, or unprepared. .4ly. Of the eaſineſs for any in this Church, by this 
feat of the Sacrament of Penance, remitting fin, and conferring Grace ex 
opere operato, to change the Eternal puniſhment of ſin, (which is certainly 
remitted always together with the fin it ſelf) into a Temporal one; or to 
change Hell-torments into thoſe of Purgatory ; and then of the caſineſs of get- 
ting out of theſe with a little Money or Friends. 5. Laſtly of the Roman Do- 


Ibid. $.6. p., 
203, 
1bid. $, 2: P, 
134, 


Etrine of /ndxlgences charged by him * with many groſs Abſurdities, and as * G. 6. $, 4; 


excuſing Roman-Catholicks from doing the beſt parts of their Religion. 
Lay theſe things together, and ſee what a Monſter this Author makes here 


9,10, 


S. 2s 


of the Roman-Catholick Religion, and of that Chxrch, which before Lather's ——= 


time, when there was none, beſides, any better than it, was called in our 
Creed, the Holy Catholick Charch, and which is ſo ſpread over the face of the 
Earth, and the Nations flowing in toit. And who would think, that a Chxrch 
that taught ſuch DoCtrines, as he here preſents to his Proteſtant Reader, 
ſhould keep ſuch adoe about AbFinences, Faiting, and Penance, and Perſonal 
Satisf aftions, and the Zuſtification by, and Merit of, Good Works? abour long 
_ Offices, and many Hogrs of Prayer ; about Poverty, Celibacy, Solitude, Sil:nce, 
Hair-cloath, Diſciplines? which, if he faith , they are nor really performed ; 


yet, he muſt confeſs in this Chxrch, at lealt they are taughr, and called for \ 


Or, if he ſaith, they are only vain-glorioully, and hypocritically performed, 
ſo, to ſpeak truth, he muſt know hearts. Who would think, I fay, a Church 
ſhould make ſuch a noiſe about theſe things, of many of which among Prcz- 
ftants is deep ſilence, ( unleſs torevile them, when as, after this Author hath 
caſt upa true account of it. this Charch holds, and tcaches Repentance only 
neceſſary to any perſon once in his life; and that, nor extending to any re- 
formarion of it, or forſaking of his ſin; nothing lets; bur only to ſome (irrow 
for his ſin, and that but a little ſorrow, at one time, and that at the hour of 
his death, ſufficient ? that the Sacraments freely confer Grace, and put every 
one in the ſtate of Salvation, come and take them who will; prepared, or 
unprepared? only if he, that goes to _ confelleth ſuch his fins ; and doth 

not 


= 


z The Roman Do#frine of 


+G.3.$ 6, not reſolve againſt receiving any benefit by them, ---- Only ( ſaith he) + that 
p. 206, there be no mortal ſin unconfeſted, that there be no attual oppoſition .in the Will to 
the Sacrament ; as for inſtance, if a man that goes to be baptized, reſolves with 

himſelf not to be baptized , [| 1.e. not tohavethe benefit of Baptiſme,] And that 

thus every one is rid of Sin, and its Eternal puniſhment. And then, for the 

Temporal that remains, the Charges come to a very ſmall matter, and this 

- pun:ſhment is redeemed too; and ſo away, ſtraight, to Heaven. So that he 
7tbid. p. 212; faith of Catholicks, ---» That it is the hardeſt thing that may be, for any one to 


that they are the gentle& giv-rs of it imaginable ; fr all they deſire of their Pati- 
ents for Grace, us only for thcm to ly Still; but if they ſhould chance to be unruly , 
and kick. away the Prieſts, or their rites, I know not then (faith he ) what may be- 
cons: of them, And page 181. he faith, --- That it is impoſſible to imagine a do- 
Erine that more effcttually cuirthrows the neceſſity of a good life, than their's doth : 
[ It ſeems the Proteſtant's 7#ſt:fication by Faith alone is nothing to it. ] In all 
which. I think, in common prudence, he onght to have ſhewed a little more 
moderation, if he intended to have gained belief even with his own party. 

Now, out of Charity to thoſe who may be deceived by him, I ſhall, with- 
"out much engagement, in the particular controverſies, briefly ſhew to the 
pious Reader, that this Author, in none of theſe points fore-mentioned, hath 
dealt faithſully, or truly related the Doctrine of the Roman Church; and I 
delire the Reader's faith to my words no further than the following Teſtimo- 
ics make it appear, 


fs 5: 7. For the firſt then, the Vox-neceſſity of Repentance fave at the Hour of 
————— Death. For the contrary hereof, Firſt, It is clear out of the Doctrine of the 
1, Of Repen--Coggxcil of Trent ; that no perſon that hath the uſe of Reaſon, can enter into 
| <= 1 mo "4g the ſtare of Grace, or Jaitification; can be capable of the benetit of any S- 
we CET. G8 erament, even that of Baprt:ſme, much leſs of the reſt, the Sacrament of Penance, 
tof the Exchariſt, &c. without an Actual Repentance preceeding. [ See Conc, 

77:4. Scj5.6.c. 6. Where, ſpcaking of the preparation for obtaining Juſtifica- 

Tio, it requires 1n {tuch perlon ---- fdem, fpem, dilettionem Dei, and, adver/us 

{peccata ainm, & azt:ftation:m, hoc oſt eam penitentiam, quam ante Baptiſmun 

« age oportet z & propoſutum in;choandi novim vitam, © ſervand: mandata ; quoting. 

nc Text, AF. 238. Pamtcnrtiam agite, © baptizitur unuſquiſane viſtram in n0- 

2:12 tz Chriſti, and Mar. 28. 19, ---- Baptizantes eos in nomine Patris, QC. 

C' docentes eos ſervare quecunque manaavi vobrs. Again, for the Sacrament of 

Penance, afcer a reſapie, the Comnc:il declares it to require yet a greater pre- 

| paration by Repentance than Baptiſme doth. --- Ad quan novitatem vite (faith 
; ASeff. 14;c; 2. it |) & integritatem, per Sacramentum Penitentie fins magnis noſtris fletibus & 
| —  labiribru, Divina id exigente 7atitta, pervenire nequaquam poſſumus. Again, 
for the Sacrament of the Exchariſt, here the worthy Receiver ought to be al- 
ready in the ſtate of Grace; and all, guilty of any Mortal Sin, are required 
to prepare them{clves not only with Repentance, but the Sacrament oi Penance, 
*Seff. 13.0, 7, === Eccleſiaſtica autem conſuetudo acctarat, eam on 
AYIAM 


want Grace among them, if they do but ſuffer the uſe of Sacraments upon them ; and: 


UMI 


| Repentance Vindicated. ! Z 


fariam eſſe, wut nullus, fibs conſcins mortalis peccati, quantumvis ſibs contritus vi” 
adeatur, abſque premiſia Sacramentali Confeſſions , ad Sacram Enuthariſtiam acce- 
dere debeat, Forthe time alſo, the ſame Church requires of all her Children, 
| at leaſt once a year, Repentance and Confeſſion of their ſins, in order to the 
holy Communion ; though 1t 1s the practice of many to receive it every Fe- 
ſtival, or once a week ; or at leaſt once in a fortnight. So that thoſe, who 
hold no neceſlity of Kepentance, ſaveat the hour of Death, mult alſo hold no 
neceſſity of 7uſtification, of the Sacraments, of Faith, Hope, Charity, or the 
Love of God, of being a member of Chriſt, or of the Charch, but un articals 
mortis. ] 

This being the Doctrine and Practice of the Roman Church, concerning Re- 5, 4* 

pentance, conſider what juſt cauſe this Author had in diſparagement theteof ————= 
to ſay, || ---- We dare not flatter men ſo [in teaching that Repentance only zz il pe 1323 
articulo mortis ſerves the turn ] into eternal miſery ; we cannot vat declare to them 
the neceſſity of a ſincere repentance and holy life in order to Salvation | as if the 
Church of Rome declared no ſuch thing. ] And ---- we cannot abſolve thoſe , 
whom God hath declared he will not abſolvz, ['1.e. the impenitent ; but doth he 
not number among theſe men not to be abſolved, the old ſinner repenting on 
his Death-bed, whom the Pop:ſh Pries+ with his two Fingers and a Thumb 
ventures to abſolve ? whom, he ſaith, God hath declared he will not abſolve, 
if his words here have any application to his former Diicourſe. He goes on. 
Indeed for the ſatisfattion of truly penltent Sinnners, our Church. approves of ap- 
plying the promiſes of pardon in Scripture, to the particular caſe of thoſe perfons z 
which is that we meanby Abſolation, Here ( if 1 rightly underſtand him ) this 
Author ſuppoſes Abſolation only uſeful for the 1atisfaction of the truly pe- 
nitent; not alſo neceſſary for the effetual Remitlion of their fin, if Mortal. 
And again, in his deicribing it only, an Application of the promiſes of pardon 
in Scripture, he {cems to make Sacerdotal Abſolution nothing dittering in its 
vertue or ethcacy from a Laick's; for, ſurely, theſe may alſo apply ſuch Scri- 
ptures, as they ſee need, to the Penitent's comfort. How his Superiours may 
like of this: I know not. 

Bur here it ſeems neceſſary, that Proteſtants ſhould be undeceived in this- $. F. _ 
matter, and further acquainted, That the Church's Act of Sacerdotal Abſolution _—_— 
15 not only benehcial for the conſolation of true Penitents, but necetlary for 
the forgiveneſs of all their mortal ſins, by, or before God ; and that, when ever 
ſuch Abſolation can be had. and they, not out of an invincible but faulty igno- 
rance hereof, do neglect, or contemn it, they can haveno juſt hopes, the Or- 
dinance of God ſtanding as it doth, of the Remillion of any fuch Mortal fin, 
| committed after Baptiſme, by God himielf. And for this, I reter any, who 
| think this matter worthy their further inquiry, not tothe Fathers or Roman 
Doctors, but even to Biſhop Andrews in his Court-Sermon, and Comment on 

0. 20. 23. ---= Quorum remiſeritts peccata, &c. Where,concerning Sacerdotal 
Abſolution its having a juſt ſhare in Remiflion of ſin,----We are not (taith he,) the pag: 53: 
Ordinance of God thus ſtanding, to reud off one part of the Senteure: Three are here 
| expreſſed, three Perſons: 1 The Perſon of the Sinner in quorum ; 2 Of God, in remit - 
| | tuntaur; 3, Of the Prieſt, in Gs Ls Three arc expreſſed; and, where three are 

Zz 


expreſſed, 


UMI 


A The Roman Doftrine of 
; expreſſed, three are yequired; and,where three are required, two are not enough. It 
' Hom, 49. de is St, Auguſtine that thas ſpeaketh of this Eccleſiaſtical Aft in his time ---- Nemo 
50, ſbi dicat, occulte ago pen.t:ntiam, apud deun ago. Novit dens qui mihi ignoſcit, 
quiain cord: azo. Ergo fine cauſa d ttm eſt, queſolveritis in terra, ſoluta erunt in 
Celo: Ergofinc oanſa Claves arte ſunt Ecclefie Dei; F ruſtramnus Evanzelium Dei, 
fraſtramns verba Chriſti. Thus He. Where allo he takes notice, that the Ordi- 
pag. 59; nation of Prieſts (even thoſe of the Church of England ) is only by theſe words, 
| . Quorum remiſeritis peccata, &C.---- Neither are they, 1aith he, that are ordained, 
or mſtituted to that calling, orda:ned or inſtituted by any other words or verſe, than 
this. Yet not [o, that abſolatcly without them, God cannot beſtow it. [ A thing al- 
ſo faid by Carholicks. ] Bt, ſpeaking of that which is proper andordinary, in the 
conrfe by him eſtabliſhed, this 1s an Eccleſiaſtical A, committed, as the reſidue of 
the Miniſtry of reconciliation, to Eccl:ſiaſtical Perſons. [1 add : And fo, properly 
and ordinarily, we to obtain remiſſion z. e. of Such Mortal fins, by their Abſo- 
lation, if we expett it from God's. ]. And accordingly the words of the Abfo- 
lution of Penitents run thus in the Engliſh Litargy --- 1, by the Authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt committed to me [ i.e. in theſe words here, Puorum remiſeritis peccata] 
pag: 53; abſolve thee, &c, And----God ordinarily proceedeth ( faith the Biſhop) in ropit- 
tins ſin,by the Charch's At. And hence they have their parts in this work, and 
cannot bz exclud:d; no more in this, than in other atts and parts of their funttion, 
And to exclude thm, is ( after aſort ) to wring the Keys ont of their hands, to whom 
Christ hath giv.n them ; 1s to cancel, and make void this clauſe of Remiſeritis, as if 
it were no part of the Sentence; To account of all this ſol:mnſcnding and inſpiring [ or 
breathing on them, o. 20. 22. ] as if it were an idle and fruitl:ſs ceremony, Be 
this Sacerdotal Act, then, only declarative ; be it applying the Evange- 
lical Promiſes, or what you will elſe; yet it is a ſpecial Authority given to 
Chriſt's Miniitcrs, fo that ordinarily for Mortal ſins, which fins only, after 
Baptiffre, put us out ofthe ſtate of Grace, it ieems, without the remiſeritis of 
the Prizſt, there is no rem:ttuntur by God ; if we take the Judgment, not only 
of the Koman Doctors, but of B ſpop Andrews. To whom give me leave to add 
the words of Mr. Thornd:kz on the ſame ſubject, that it may make the more im- 
prefſion on ſome conſidering Prote/tant, when: he ſees the evidence of ſuch a 
truth to force a confeſſion from the pens of ſuch Perſons contrary to ſecular in- 
y cb; 18,p;122; tereſt, He, at his Majeſtics happy return, in his 7uſt Weights || making many 
; propoials of the Reformation of the Reformation, mentions this among the reſt, 
thereſtoring the Power of the Keys, as to impoſing Pygances on ſuch, whoſe ſins 
have voided the grace,” or, effect, of cheir Baptiſme, (called by Catholicks Mor- 
tal Sins )) that ſo by the Church's Miniſtry they may obtain a true and valid re- 
miſſion thereof, — Jt will appear ( faith he ) a lamentable caſe, to eonſider, how 
frmple innocent Chriſtians are lcd on till d:at5, in an opinion, that they want nothing 
equiſite ſor the obtaining and aſſuring of the pardon of their ſins ; when it 1s as mani- 
feſt that they want the Keys of the Church, as it 1s manifeſt, that the Keys of the 
Church are not in uſe for that purpoſe. S. James ordaineth, that the Presbyters of eve- 
ry Charch pray for the ſick, with a promiſe of pardonfor their ſins. Thzs [promiſe] 
 ſappoſeth them qualified, by ſubmitting their ſins to the Keys of th: Church, which the 
Presbyters do manage, The promiſe belongs not to the Office of P rexbyters upon other 
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zerms [but by their ſubmitting their fins tothe Keys.] And after-==- 74 the mean 
time (faith he) the F orgiveneſs of Sin, according to S. James, comes by the 'K eys of 
the Church; Recovery of Health, from the Prayers of it, Again, in his Epiloge, 
1,3. ch. 8.p.94. -- {f thi be ſaid[1. e. that when the Church's Miniſtry cannot be 
| had, a defire thereof ſerves the turn, for pardon of ſuch ſin]: 7will allow (faith 
he) that he, who refuſes the Miniſtry of the Church (renaring him areaſonable pre- 
og of attaining reconcilement with God, by the means of it, according to the juſt 
lays of Chriſtianity ) can have no cauſe to promiſe himſelf pardon without it. Thus He. 
Though it is true, that he maintains the Church hath no power to forgive ſins 
immediately, but only by the medicine of Penance; and, that he ſuppoteth alſo 
ſome ſuch caſes, wherein the pardon of Mortal ſin may be obtained without the 
Keys, as differ from the Doctrine of Catholicks, Pardon this Digreſſion, be- 
cauſe I hope it may be n{eful, Now,to goon 1n the preſent matter. 
Next; ſetting aſide theſe neceflities of Repentance in order to the Sacra- 6. 6: 
ments, to Fuſtification, to an Holy life, upon pain of offending againſt the vertue ——=—= 
of Religion, and Charity; and conſidering it barely, as itis an Affirmative Pre- 
cept ; Here, Though ir is generally true of theſe Precepts, (and ſo of this) that 
20n obligant ad ſemper ; (for ſo one ought continually to do nothing elſe but pra- 
Ctiſe ſuch a particular command ; and as much all, asany one; and ſo a man 
muſt be ſaid to be bound neceſlarily,in the next inſtant after his ſinning, to exer- 
ciſe immediately an aCt of Repentance, or elſe to ſtand Guilty of incurring a ſe- 
cond Mortal fin; and theſe 'Mortal ſins too to multiply, as the infants do, 
wherein the at is longer deferred ; ) yet 1ſt. After ſinning, apreſent Obligatis 
on is maintained by Catholick writers ofno further perſeverance in, or bearing 
any affection to, ſuch ſin; For, this were ſinning anew ; all finning is at all times 
prohibited:---- Loquimnr ſ: aith LngoFt) de mera dilatione Penitentie, ceſſante omni + D. Pznitega 
continuatione peccati preteriti & omni affettione erga illud. Which if any one thinks yj diſp yy £ F 
hardly poſlible to be obſerved, viz. to lay aſide affeCtion to fin, without an T0 
actual diſaffetion to, and diſplicency of it ; not to hate God, and as yet not to 
love him; this ſtill the more haſtens an act of Repentance, 2ly. The At of 
nenitency is made by Catyol:ck writers as neceſſary after fin, as the Precept of 
Loving God is; and, if we will follow the moſt common opinion of them,though 
they ſay, it is hard to preſcribe to ſinners poſitively a ſet time, aftcr which any 
longer;delay of Repentanc? would be another Mortal fin; yet negatively ir is not 
hard tonameir; viz. That R:pentaxce is not for any long time to be deferred ; 
and then, for the poſitive time, they firſt tellus ; the ſooner, the better; and 
the ſafer ; [ Conſult:ſſimum eſt (faith P, Layman *) ſtatim poſt comm ſum peccatum | 
ad penitent iam confugere. And the Roman Catechiſm} 1s yet more preftling, ©... - Mor _—F_ 1 
Neque enim (faith it) ad ullum tempors punttam, C1419 18 C107 1418 preterita pec- + =. ——_  ® 
«ata redeunt, wel cim al:quid offcud;mus contritione animns debet vacare :] this be- panizent, * I} 
ing the Key by which, after Mortal Sin, we can only re-enter into ſuch a con- 
dition, Wherein we can have any title to Chriſt, or Heaven; and then they re- 
mit every one, for this ſeaſonable time, to the dictate,. and remorſe of his own 
Conſcience ; or the directions of thoſe whom he acquaints with it. Of which ; 
matter thus Suarez * Hanc obligationen [ penitend:, 1.e. ſub mortal; peccato]ma- SO mY +7 
iſp. 15. i 
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tuſq; ad mortem ; wel dintarno _— -Ex hac autem obligatione negativa neceſſa- 
10 infertur affirmativa, aliquando exercenas hanc contritionen ante mortens. Illud: 


verotempus, fi non fit poſitiva lege preſcriptum,  pradenti arbitrio ipſius hominis,uel 
falterins qui (ejus conſcientia coguita) poſſit auxilinm preſtarr, committendum eſt, 
*ut penſatis circumſtantiis omnibus judicet, an incipiat nimia efſe dilatio, neq; aliquam 
regulam certiorem, aut magis particularem jo” as poſſum, tam in hoc pracepto, 
*quam in als affirmativis ; preſertim circa attus, qui ad Deum orainantur, ſola ac 
*n444 ratione natural: perſpettis. [ though, inrelation to other things mentio- 
ned before, (our 7«ſtification, participation of tize Sacraments, &c, ) it isne- 
cellary, when ever they are. ] And the very tame he faith clſe-where of the 
t De Charita- att of the precept of Charity, or of L:ving God. + Articulus temporis non tam 
tc Dilp. 5-S-5. affirmative, quam negative ajſignari oo ; ficnt in pracepto reſtitutionis, dicitur 
*bl:gare ad non multum diffcrendum r-ſtitutionem, licet non poſſit aſſignari primum 
inſtans reſtitutionis. So Card. Lugo dz Penitenti.:. Diſp. 7. $. I1.n. 245. com- 
paring that of Repentance with the obligation of the precept of Loving God, And 
ſce Paul Laymann Theol. Moral. 5. tract. 6. c. 2.n. 6. quoting S, Thomas, Caie- 

tan, and others, to the ſame purpole, non multum differendum. 
& 7 Yet, mean while, it is moſt true, that there 1sno time 1n this life that can be 
— ftatcd to9 late wherein to perform ſuch a Repentance as may be Salvifical; and 


ef the Prieſt to *c75 mihi? Neſcio; non praſums ; 
* = ag one lives a wicked life tor three-{core or four-ſcore years, yet, [ſuppole, will a 
” eft; qu _ Proteſtant Miniſter on his death-bed exhort ſuch a one to Repentance, nor pro- 
rem { moriente NOUNCE it fruitleſs ; therefore neither may they expect the Catholick ſhould do 
peritur, this, when ſuch a perſon, dying in that Church, adds to his Repentance the S4- 
craments ; Confeſſion of his ſins to the Prieſt ; the receiving his Abſolation ; the 

Holy Communion ; and Extream Unttion. 
&. 8, Laſtly, if, after all this ſaid here, this A#thor, or Biſhop Taylor, can produce 
>— —— ſome Teſtimonies out of other Catholick Writers to this purpoſe;that Repentance, 
conſidered meerly as an affirmative precept, and abſtracted from all thoſe nece- 
flary ends mentioned betore, ( in reſpect of all which God conditionally re- 
quires it,) is not obligatory, as incaſe of neceſſity, under Mortal fin if deferrd 
any longer, ſave only in articulo morttis ; Yet this ſeems far from ingenuous 
dealing, either from ſuch Teſtimonies to deduce 1n general theſe Author's af- 
firming that God hath commanded no man to repent ſooner than the Article of his 
+ See Rom) death F; or, if ſuch things were rightly deduced from theſe Authors, therefore 
Idolat.£, 3, toaccuſe the Church of ſuch a Doctrine : Since, where the Doctors of the Ro- 
.Þ: 381, »-as Church are divided in their opinion, and her Cowncils are not found to 
have ſtared any thing therein, here either none of theſe opintons may be char- 


ged on the Church; or elſe, in Charity, that rather ought to be fo, which to 


us ſeems the more reaſonable and true, Moſt of the DoGors of the Church in 
| any 
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any Age are not Writers ; nor, of theſe Writers, the major part School-men; 


or Caſuiſts, or applying themſelves to their Subtilties. And ſo long as the 
Church, Imean in her Councils, cannot be charged with a doctrine that ſeems 

to us malignant, and corrupt, it ſeems vain to tell men, fuch a doQtine is taught 

by ſeveral in the Church, when as its Subjects have many other Teachers in the ' 
ſame Church, that (with its allowance and Countenance) inſtruct them other- 

wiſe, and better. (For Example : What Carholicks are there, that do not re- 

ceive from their Teachers frequent Exhortations to a ſpeedy repentance for 

their ſins, and Reformation of their lives ; the chiefeſt Common-place in Divini- 

ty? and amongſt whom they do not firſt Iay this Foundation of Repentance from Heb. 6.13 , 
dead works, as the Apoſtle calls it? ) But here eſpecially thoſe, who defend 

their ſeparation from the Communion of a Church by reaſon of its erroneous 

or corrupt Doctrines, are not excuſed at all in their ſhewing ſuch Doctrines 
taught (by ſome) # it; but only, if they make appear that theſe are taughr 

by It z and the belief of them allo exacted from its ſubjects. For, where the 
Church hath determined no ſuch corrupt Doctrine, we may ſtill abide in this 
Church, and believe'otherwiſe: or, if we be of its Clergy, teach what is better. 

Much leſs, then, may we complain for ſuch groſs and corrupt doctrine taught 

by tome, when a greater number of others give us that, which is more pure 

and refined. And this, here ſaid, ſometimes theſe men, when it is for their 
Advantage, ſecm to be ſenſible of: as this Author, ſpeaking of the manner of 

the Sacrament's conferring Grace,ex opere operato,-- Although (faith het) Caf T 6 3: p. 2093" 
ſander produce ſome particular Teſtimonies againſt it of perſons in that Charch, yet 

we muſt appeal for the ſenſe of their Charch to the d:crees of the Council of Trent. But 

this he ſaid, when he conceiv'd the Council to maintain a groſler ſenſe of Opus 
Operatum, than ſeveral of their Writers. | 

And from theſe Conſiderations, I conceive, may be returned a reaſonable an- «&: g, 

ſwer to Biſhop Taylor's deience made in his d;fſwaſive ® for his charging (as he—— —= 
doth very frequently ) that, which he calls (though indeed iris nor, in that * ©Þp.2.$.t 
manner as he relates it, without their limitations) a Common opinion of the 
Ryman Dottors, or Caſmiſts, upon the Reman Church. He there ſaith, for his 
defence of Charging the Opinions of the School-men upon the Church,-- Thar, if 

<; the Dottrins of the Roman Church we mean ſuch things only as are d.creed they 
Councils, it isto be conſidered, that bat few things are d.termined in thcir Councils: 

[ Here for his purpoſe, he ſaith fewrhings, butelſewhere the multitude of them 

is exclaimed againſt by himſelf, and others]: Bur, iffew; hence it follows ; 

that few are required of him, for enjoying the communian of that Church, to 

be aſſerted or believed : But not ; that therefore a Common opinion of Cajuiſts 

is to be adopted, or pronounced by him a Doctrine of the Church, leit her Do- 
frines ſhould be few. Again, he faith : That, if they [the Roman Doctors] wil! 

© not be reprovcd {or any thing but what we prove to be falſe in the Articles of their 

< ſimple belief, they tak; a Liverty to ſay, aud to do what they liſt, and to corrupt all 
© the world by their Rules of Conſcience, 1 Anſwer. That ſo many of theſe Doctors, 

as he can prove to crr in any thing, he may alſo take as much lit. crty to re- 
prove: but not, reprove ordefame the Roman Church, or dithvade her Com- 


amunion for that error, which ſhe doth not own, Laſtly, He ſaith, That they 
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e own men tell us; 1255 the Doftrine of the Church, when they ſay, Communis omni. 


*um. It isthe doftrine of all their men. I Anſwer, Communis omnium is onl 
opinio or ſententia ; and that in ſuch things wherein he cannot deny the Church, 
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men wculd fay it is the Doctrine of the Church, he cannot but know their com- 
mon expreſſion, not communis omnium, but that ſuch point is De fide, from 
which none may diſſent. Again, this their Opinio omnizm muſt admit many li- 
mitations. Firſt, Ofſuch School-men, or Caſwiſts as have writ of ſich a Que- 
ſtion: and this extended only to thoſe of fuch time as the Author writ in, not 
the preſent ; (when perhaps ſuch opinion, better conſidered,may be changed.) 
Secondly, Of fo many of them as he had ſeen ; and, as ſuch perſon apprehends 
their ſenſe, in which perhaps too much addiction to his own opinion may cauſe 
a miſtake, And, in this particular point concerning Repentance, what-ever 
Reginaldus and Navarr ſay, (though they ay it only with limitations omitted 
by DoQtor Tayler,) yet that it is not Sententia Communtis Omninm is clearly ſhew- 
ed before. I ſay therefore, this Injuſtice of ſome late Proteſtant Writers in load- 
ing all the ſuppoſed Common Opinions of School-mey, or Caſuiſts, upon the back 
of the Church, if well conſidered, might ſave them for the future much la- 
bor in raking into particular Authors, and picking out ſome odious ſentences, 
when their deſign 1s nor the diſlwading men from the reading or crediting ſuch 
Roman Authors in all that they ſay, for which ſuch ſearch were pertinent ; 
but, from the Communion of the Roman Church, as to which it ſignifies no- 
thing. | 


£. 10, 2. For the Second ; Of the Roman Repentance or Contrition, that it doth not 

———— include, or oblige any to, a forſaking of their ſins, or a Reformation of life : 

2. Ot Refor- The contrary to this is evident and obvious in the Council of Trent, See Se. 

mation of life ,  , --- Declarat 5. Synodns, Contritionem non ſolum ceſſationem a peccato, & 
neceilaty to +64 "4 MT , of ? 

Repentance, its nove propoſitum, & inchoationem, [i.e, Actual from the beginning of the 

Contrition, ] ſed veteris etiam odigm continere. And Sefſ. 6.C. 14. --- Docendums 

eſt in Penitentia contineri non modo ceſſationem a peccatis [ora new life ; fo far 

it goes along with Proteſtants; ] verum etiam Sacramentalem Confeſſionem, ſal- 

rem in voto, & ſuo tempore faciendam; & Sacerditalem Abſolutionem ; itemque 

Satisfattionem per Fejunia, 8c; Thus much it goes beyond Proteſtants, and re- 

quires more, in a ſincere Repentance, and areturninto the grace and favor of 

God, than they do. Again, Sefſ. I4. can. I3.----Sz qu!s dixerit optimam peni- 

rentiam efſe tantum novam */itam [as tome Proteſtants are there ſuppoled toſay, 

and Catholicks fay ſo with them, excepting the rantum] Et pro peccatis quoad pe- 

nam temporalem minime Deo per Chriſti merita ſatisfiers pants ab eo inflittis, Of pa- 

tienter toleratis, vel a Sacerdote injunttis, vel ſponte ſmſceptis; ut jejunits, oratio- 

nibus, 8c. Anathemaſit. Herealſo, as it ſaith nova vita with the Proteſtants; 

ſo, jin the reſt, it preſents to God ſomething beyond them. Again, Se 14. c. 

8. ſpeaking of the Penitent's ſatisfaction,----Habeant autems (faith it) Sacerdores 

© pre oculis, ut ſatisfattio, quam imponunt, nou {it tantum ad noue vite cuſtodiam 

[or, as before, xt vitioſi habitus male vivenda comparati contraris viriutum acti- 


onilas 


to have left roall their Liberty: to think ſo, or the contrary. But, when theſe ! 
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© ronibus tollantur)) ſed etiam ad prettritorum peccatorum viuditam & caftigationens. 
Here are fatisfattions or. Pezances required by the Church, for preſerving of 
of the Penitent's nove vita; which perhaps Proteſtants will allow z but exacted 
further ad preteritorum peccatorum vindiftam too ; This Proteſtants do not preſs. 
See Seſſ. 14. c. 4. in the Definition of Contrition one clauſe tobe Propoſitum non 
peccandi de cater ; in which alſo is included, and preſſed by Confeſſors,a refolu- 
tion to avoid and remove, for the future, the former uſual neareſt occaſions 
of ſinning : Again, ſee in the Deſcription afterward * of Attrit50n this to be one 


clauſe---Yoluntas non peccands [ a Velleitas being not ſufficient ]. And ſee before, [bid, 


c.'2, Novitas vite made the end of all the Labors of Repentance. --- Ad quam 
ramen novitatem & integritatem per Sacramentum Penitentie, fine magni noſtris 

tibus & laboribus, Divina id exigente juſtitia, pervenire nequaquam poſſummns. So 
Sefſ. 6. c. 6. One of the Diſpoſitions for obtaining 7«ſtification is ſaid to be Repen- 
tance, and in it expreſly --- propoſfitum inchoandi novam vitam, & ſervandi man- 
data: And, when fuſtification 1s ſo attained,---Nemo, ( ſaith the Council ) 
quantumvis juſtificatus, liberum ſe eſſe ab obſervatione manaatorum putare debet. 
And afterward Nemo fb: in ſola fide, [ you know againſt whom this was level- 
led] blandiri debet, putans fide ſolaſe beredem eſe conſtitutum: urging that of St, 


Peter,--- Setagite, ut per bona opera certam veſtram vocationem, & elettionem faci- 


atis, And, un the Councils mentioning 6ona opera here, it is ſtrange to ſee, of $- 11: 
what contrary errors and ſeducements the Reman Church is impeached by her —— 


Adverſaries. Heretofore her Religion was decried, for that Catholicks held 
Juſtification by, and truſted for Salvation in, the merit of their good works: that 
they did them indeed, this was not denied ; but did them with a faulty inten- 
tion, and for a wrong end. And two of Bellarmin's five Books of Zuſtification 
are written againſt Proteſtants in defence of the neceſſity, and of the merit, of 
Food Works ; and the Poſſibility of the obſerving God's Commands, as toa ceſ- 
ſation from all Afortal ſin. But now they are aſſaulted on the other ſide; and now 
Catholicks are diſcovered to hold no Neceſſity of Good Works, of a New life, or 
forſaking of ſin : Now, for Salvation with them it ſerves the turn,only to procure 
a Sigh or two, a very little ſorrow for our ſin paſt, confeſs, be abſobv:d, fin on, and ſo 
ro 


eaven. Again, it was the accuſation of Proteſtants heretofore, || (in their || See Calv. In- 
magnifying of juſtifying Faith) that the rigidneſs of the Roman Contrition drave ititur. 3.1 4. c. 


men todeſpair, and left their Conſciences very unſetled, and tortured, in nct 


knowing the juſt meaſure or quantity of 1t neceſſary for the remiſſion of ther r;jidevc. Dc 
ſin; And Bellarmin ſpends two Chapters (De Pentent, |.2.cap.10,11.) to fice the Pznirent. c. 4. 


- Roman Church of this Charge ; and Now a complaint is brought againſt the Lir- 
tleneſs and eafineſs of the Roman Contrition. How ſhall it pleaſe them ? 


We ſce Contrition is defined in the Council of Trent, in order to receiving the $ 12. 
Sacrament of Penance, ---- Animi dolor & deteſtatio propeccato commiſſo, cum —* 


Propoſito non peccandi de cetero; which purpoſe is ſuppoſed alſo to include an attu- 
al ceſſation from Sin before Abſolution and the Sacrament, for that diſtance of 
time between our exerciſing this Contrition, and our receiving of the Sacrament; 
( Ceſſatio apeccato, nove vite propoſitum, & inchoatio, ſaith the Council) ; what 
more would theſe men have? The Continuation of an actual new life 2 This is 
that which is to follow the effef of the Sacraments, the infuſion of San&:fying 
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Gractz-our Zuſtification, our new Birth; and;Regexierarion,- by them. ' When RE. 
clude an altyal-gooid Ife to precede fuck Baprifme?* See Dr. Hawmond's de. 
ſcription of thisRepentance, in his Prattical Catechiſnee,”c. 6.S.2:p. 311, --- | 
The reſolving to forſaks fin. and liue Godly, is {mppoſed before Baptiſme, th make the T 
perſon capable of.it. On the other ſide, the altual forſaking of ſin, 45 the conſequent 
rarkof b:ms that makes a right uſe of the Grace of Baptiſme for his whole life after. 
Thus He. And p.3:13. The forſaksng of the heart P'which he calls a little before 
a. gen:tal cordial. remwving of ſin] here" meant by Repentance'['i. 6. before Bap- 
tiſm ]; and the forſaking in the aitions, i that to which the ſtrength is made vey 
[ to us] in Baptiſm. Sohe faith 1.0. 3.8. p. $6. --- That ſorrow for diffleafing 
o God, and areal ſincere reſolution to amend and forſake fin, hav: the promiſe of 
Arey b-longing to them. And indeed, if an attual good life be neceſſarily: re- 
quired befare the Sacraments, before remiſſion of ſin, or Juſtification, for what 
certain term is it ſa, before theſe may be adminiſtred or obtained? and is not 
perſcverence alſoin ſuch a good life neceſlary, ( for, any relapſe; nndoes all)? 
and then, none are to receive the Sacrament, nor can obtain remiſſion of ſin, 
or Juſtification, but upon perſeverance firſt ; i. e. butin the hour of their Death. 
But if this Author fpeaks not of the At of Repentance, requiſite to the Sacra- 
ments, or Juſtification z but of. that which Dr. Hammond-calls theState of Re- 

{Ib:LL.& 3, Þ-0f4n2e, Or of Regeneration, || there 1s nothing more known than this Do*trine 

{10-39 3: of the Rowan Cnurch ; That there muſt be not only a purpoſe, but aftual cel. WT 


TY ſation from all mortal ſin ſo long, as there is any continuance of the Perſon in 
ſuch a ſtate. 
D132 In the Name of God, then, let us here compare together, concerning Re- 
d pentance or a due ſorrow for, and deteſtation of, ſin, and the Living an actual 


New life,. the: Dotriae of the two Churches ;- to ſee 'which carries more ri- 
gour and. ſeverity init. The Proreſtaut Clergy exhorta Perſon, relapſed after 
Faptiſme intoa vicious life, for the regaining of God's favour and pardon of 
his ſin, and for obtaining of Salvation, to a due ſorrow for, and deteſtation 
of his ſin, and a ſtrict reformation of his life for the time to come: ( For, a 
Sacrament for any fallen after Bapriſm, by which they may be reſtored ro the 
ſtate of Grace, they acknowledge none ). Next : If a Penitent happen, after 
fuch ſorrow for his ſin, and a new life led for ſome time, (or at leaſt ſeriouſly 
purpoſed, or promiſed ) happen, 1 ſay, to return to his former, or perhaps a 
more, vicious courſe, they- forſake him not, here ; but firſt they either tell 
him, that his former faith, repentance, and good Life, obtained not at all 
for him any remiſſion of his ſin, or Juſtification , for lack of Perſeverance 
( wherein they muſt hold that none fallen from Baptiſmal Grace have remiſ- 
ſion of ſin, or Juſtification, till the hour of their-death' ); and ſo, thar Perſon 
remains ſtill accountable to God for his former fins before his laſt relapſe : 
Or, they tell him ; that ſuch former remiſſion, and Juſtification, and God's 
Mercy thus deſpiſed, do ſo much the more aggravate this his ſecond fall; and 
make his preſent condition worſe than his former was, before any Reconcilia- 
tion. Next, they anew refer him to repentance, and to an actual new life 
again, for his cure, and the making his peace; becauſe God's mercies can- 

not 
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not! be bounded by them :. and this they: ſtill. preſribe-to him in all his relap<" 


ſes, toties quories:: though aggravating much ſuch his-falls to him, and fore- 
warning him, that Repentance is not to be had, at any time, without God's 
Grace ; and that, after ſo many affronts of God's mercy, may juſtly be feared 
his abſolute denial thereof. And, whenſuch a relapſing ſinner at laſt lies on 
his Death-bed, they ſtill exhort him to Repentance ;. whichthey do not deny 
may be effeftual upon. a fincere prpoſe , though without an afxal perfor- 
mance, of a good life, where Death prevents it. And, the fick Man profeſ- 
ſing ſuch a repentance and ſorrow for his ſins paſt, as ſeems to them true 
and ſincere, and, upon this, deſiring Abſolation of them, they give it him: i. e. 
(as this Author will have it ) | ---- For bis ſatisfattion they apply to his particu- 
lar, caſe the. promiſes of pardon unthe Scriptare; 1aid, ſeems to ther true: for, as 
Doctor Hammond, *=-- Though. ſorrow for”: pleaſing God, and from-thence a real 
ſincere reſolution ro amend and forſake. fin , have a promiſe of merty belonging to 
them :'\.Yet' no.man can certainly judge [whether his repentance be ſuch;J ne:- 
ther Confeſſor, nor Penitent himſelf. For 1ſt. the man himſelf may through ſelf-love 
take that for Godly ſorrow and reſolution of amendment which us truly ſorrow: for his 
own danger, &c. And 2ly. the ſenſitive. expreſſion being often as great for the ons 
ſorrow, as the ather, the Confeſſor may eafily -miſtake likewiſe: Thus DoCtor Hans: 
mend, Yetſuch Patient, rhey, 'the Confefſor .may:abſolve, in hope of the truth 
of his Repentance. 

After this manner the Proteſtant Clergy deal with Sinners. Conſider we 
now the Roman-Cathol:ck way. Here the Eccleſiaſtical Governors require of 
one fallen from his Bapriſmal Grace by Mortal Sin in the firſt place Repen- 
rance ; 1c. not only an hearty ſorrow for offending God; but alſo a firm re- 
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ſolution of a new life ; but, then, exact alſo beſides this, I ſay, for ſuch Afortal - 

ſin, (which only, and not Yenial fins, as thoſe called by Dr. Hammond * ---- * Pra&, Ca- 
Sins of Infirmity, ignorance, or ſudden ſurreption, atted in mattces of little moment, tech. 1.1.S. 3: 
reconcileable with aregenerate eftate, do exclude from God's Grace, and are the P* 59. 


neceſſary matter requiring ſuch a remedy. ) the repairing to the Power of the 
Keys, left by our departed Lord to/his Succeflors, which relief God hath: pro- 
vided in caſe of ſuch relapſes; ( of which I ſuppoſe the Reader hath nor for- 
got what was recited but now, || out of St. Aſtin, and'out of Biſhop Andrews 
roo, and Mr. Thorndike, and to the Sacrament of Penance or Repentance, Con- 
feſſion, Abſolution, and Satisfaftion: In which it is ſufficient, thar the Confeſſor, 
upon probable grounds of the true Repentance of his Penitent, pronounceth 
Abſolution, becauſe, ( as Dr. Hammond conceded but now.) neither-he, nor 
his Penitent, can be abſolately certain thereof. £25 4.4.8 | 

| Here, alfo, ſuch Perſon is inſtructed; i that. the Sacrament, - heireceives,:\con- 
fers more SanCtifying Grace, accordinglyas the Suſcipient is better:difpoſed 
and prepared forit; and again, that it is fruſtrated, and vqidof utseffect, fo 
long as he is defeCtive ina due Repentance. | Aud, thatof ſuch adue-Repen- 
rance ( Contrition, or Attrition ) nonecan be utterly'certain: for'ſo might he 
he. certain of his bezng in the Srateiof Grace y ſince the efficacy of the Sacratnernt 


nan ponents obicems is no way queſtionable: Andy as Bellarmix faith } | Nexo Ca- + De TJuſtif, 4 
thokicoram. erit , qui non reſpend:at , poſſe bowinam (certd ſeargers frbi"reoniſſa «ſpe 13+ ©. %: 
B 2 . 
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poecata, fi conftet cum ſeriam epiſſe ,. vil _agere, panitemiam. But, faith he, 
#Ib.c,8. *---- Haenc propafitionem [ AMihi evid-ns eft mea vera C:nverſio & Penitentia] | 
d:ice nou modo falſam eſſe, &Cc. --- And--- Neque poteſt quis certi eſſe certitudine | 
fid:i ſe non ponere obicem ; cum poſſit ex ignorantia crafia gerere aftetlum ad pec- + 
11bid.c. 7, cetzm [ and fo have adefect in his Contrition,or Attrition ] Quoting || St. .4#- 
* Homil. 35. fin * Duamadin vivimus hic, d: nobis ipſis nos ipſi judicare non poſſumus,. non d:co 
quid eras erimus, ſed quid hadie fimus, And Inmecent. 3. --- Neminem (cire peſſe, 
an, we oport?t, egerit penitentiam. And that is it, that keeps alt more prudent 
Catholicks, formerly guilcy of great and Mortal fin, ina perpetual exerciſe of 

Morrtification. 

s 16. He is inſtructed allo, That, where the Six it ſelf, and the Eternal puniſh- 
—— _ ment thereof ( the pardon of both which go ſtiff together, aud neceſſarily de- 
pends on a right Contrition ) is not remitted, there neither can:be any (nor 
to- any purpoſe ) cancelling of the Temporal. 1. That therefore this is one 
end of Penances and Mortifications, whether voluntary, or enjoyned, and 
that in the firſt place, that, if our former ſorrow for ſin were any way d:fe- 
Ave, and falling ſhort of true or ſufficient Contrition, or Attrition, theſe may 
conduce and help tothe perfeCting of it, and rendring it ſuch as is acceptable 
to the Divine Majeſty : in which Contrition, and fo pardon of fin, -and freedom 
from H:{; lies our chief concernment. To which end, alſo, ſuch Penances 
were antiently given and perform'd before Abſolation pronounced ; bur are to 
the ſame end ſtill as effetual, when performed after it, m caſe, I ſay, that ſuch 
repentance be ſtill deficient. E: 
[*” Of theſe Penances,inorder to advancing our forrew for ſin into a true ard 
acceptable Contrition,. and ſa by it procuring remiſſion of the gwilt.ofſin, and 
1 De Pzniter-"the eternal puniſhment, thus Bellarmin. ||--- Opera laborioſa, que cum- Dei auxi- 
ti3. 1. 4. c. 12. lio finnt a penitentibus ſive ex congruo, five ut diſpeſitiones, concurrere, & prodsſſe 
ad culpa remiſſion:m, & mortu eterne liberationem, Scriptura & Patres perſpicus 
| De Pzoizer- cg: Citing that paſſage of Terrullian, y --- Si de cruciatn Exomologeſis rety 6 
—_ ttatis, Gehenne record:mini, quam wvobis Exomologeſss extinguit. And thus-he 
1 De Indulg. {peaks 1 in his anſiver to Chemnitizs, who with other Latherans and Reformitſts 
'1,2 £.18, contends,.that Penances were antiently impoſed not for any fatisfaction before 
God, and the redeeming and expiation of fins,. but only for the preſerving of 
' Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, & ſcandal given to the Church.----Cum ipſe cum Luthe- 
rams ceteris contendat penitentias veterum diſcipline canſa, non autem ſatisfattionia 
corn Deo, & red:mptionts, & expiationis peccatorum inſtitutas, tamen fatetur ſe 
hoc etiam poſtr emum apud Patres non raro legiſſe [of which ſee much in.Aorinus de 
P:xnitent-d. 3.c. 11. and 12 ]. After which he adds—ſed profettoyuſtius erat, no- 
ves Lutheranorum xrrores ex dottrina viterum Patrum corrigere, quam ex novis il- 
lis erroribus d: Patrum do@rina T Sententiis judicare, So De Penitent. l. 4. c.12. : 
----Concurrwnt & proſunt ( ſaith he) noſtre opera penalia ad culpe remiſſianem & 
mortis aterne liberatiouem,” ut-diſpofitiones, ficut:attus fidei, 8&c. And ſee him. 
- #' De Indulg, ' £lfe-where * recommending the practice of voluntary Penances for perfeting 
--1.1.c,2:- of theirRepentance to thoſe, who'defire the benefit of an Indulgence, — Fiers | 
enim pottſt ( faithhe) «t aliquends Indulgentia von ſortiatur effeftumr, ob defeitum | 
ejus, qui illaws ſuſcipit,” &c; {i. e, defett of Contruion; without which the Indul- 
Fence, 
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gence, how large ſoever, nothing profits any. ] And, for this reaſon, toobtain 

the benefit of an /ndxlgence, are Penances alfo by the Confefſor impoſed. And £ 

thus Eſt:ue, —Sarief io Chriſt: per ſe ſuſficientiſſima ad tollendan onmem penans. || 4 Sent. Dilly * 
fed divinitas ſic ordinatum, nt illa nobis non _—_ ne quidem at ſolutionem pane 35:5. 1% 

aterne, niſs & ipſt per opera quedan penalia Chriſto compatiamur. And —— Swnt 

(faith he) condition:s quedams penales ex parte noftra ___ ad hoc, ut paſſio & 

mors Chriſti, tanquam pleniſſima ſatisfattio, nobis ad tolle reatum pane eterns 

applicetur. And of the Fathers he faith j the ſame as Bellarmin; — Probant | I, $. 137 

manifeſtins ea loca, quibus ſatisfattiones penitentium iidem Patres extendunt, & | 

valere dicunt, ad remiſſionem pene eterne. [| And indeed, till this ſecured by a 

found Contrition, all Satisfaftions for the temporal nothing beſtead us. J] See 

alſo /bid. $. 14. where he cites thoſe words of the Apoſtlell--2ue ſecundim Dexm | 2,'Cor. 71: - 

iriſtitia ef penitentiam in ſalutem ſtabilem operatur. And the Council of Trent, in ; 
forbidding to the Prieſts the impoſition of ſlight Penances for greater crimes, . 
leſt ſo they be partakers of other's ſins, ſeems allo tointimate, that, where 
only ſlight Penances are performed, there many times happens to be a defeCtive 
Contrition for theſe ſins, and ſothey not. remitted, or atleaſt an eaſie relapſe . 

into thoſe ſins that are remitted. See more of this matter below s. 58. | 

They tell him therefore, that, when this ſeeming Contrition, ifnot ſo. at D. Tho,'Supa = 

firſt; becomes afterward by the help of ſuch mortifications true and ſincere,and plem 9.9. Arte v 

ſuch as God accepts, then only it is, and not before,that the Sacrament of Pe- — b 

naxce confers its proper effect, remiſſion of fin,reconciliation to God, and infu- ,,,q.5.. ry 

ſion of Grace. ; | 

2. Beſides this end of Penances, ſuch Penitent is taught the neceſſity of them g; 15; 

on two other accounts. 2. The next Per modum medicine, and in nove vite cuſto- —— | 

diam, * (as the Council of Trent ) for curing him of his former diſeaſes and vici- T5 14.3. #3; 

ous habits, and preventing ſin for the future ; for mortifying the Body, ituPaf-. 
ſions and Luſts, and weaning him from ſuch things, the affeftion to which be- 

trayed him formerly to ſin. Which cure, and prevention of mortal fin for the 2 Cor, g. 274 © 
fature, and ſo of our incurring anew the Eternal puniſhment thereof, (without ; 
which prevention all ſatisfaction for fin paſt is but as it were a Joſt labor, and no- 

thing worth to us, as to our ſalvation) is alſoa ſpecial end and defign of Penan- + 
ces, For ( as Swarez. || obſerves) -—1n hoc Sacramento maris intenditur ſalns } 
Penitentis, (i. e. from Eternal:puniſhment, ] & ej emendatio, quam ſatisfattio- | De Ponta: 
pro pena [ temporali ]. 2 mocirca illud precipue debet attendere Confeſſor, .ut ſatis- rene Dilp, 38," 
fationem imponat accommodatam curations, & preſeruationi a Peccatis ; inque o- 5+ >. 
porter ut integritatem , E ſeveritatem habeat : quod ſo in hac parte ſuſficienter - 
peceat:ri provideat, quamvy in caftigatione [1.E. in order to ſatisfaction. pro pe- : 

na temporali] remiſſins agat, nunquam graviter errab:t.s, Indeed, according to 

the preſent complexion of Chriſtianity, when the whole: world is cronded in- 
'to the Church, and great ſins are grown more, #niverſal and common, and as 
they become more common,” ſo alfo appear ( though 'they.are not) mych'le(: 

ſer ;anda too facile commutation allo of Pexance hath much relaxed the Church's - 
antient —_— 'and Abſolxtion likewiſe for great Crimes,.done moſt-what : 
antiently only upon ſome conſiderable:necelſity,-hath been more uſually - join-- 
..cd with Confeſſion, the infarmity, ſhall I callit? .or hardneſs, of moſt _ 
relu 
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felucts now-to undergoe ſo gteat and laborious Penances, as may bear a juſt 
proportion-to their faults; (i. e. as toremoving the total puniſhment temporal 
thereof, in this world, orthe next: ) and fo, if they ſhould think themſelves 
** over-charged with too heavy Penances, perhaps they would do none at all, 
bur neglect and: withdraw. themſelves rather from the Sacraments, and ſo 
loſe. the benefit of Penances alfo, as they are preſcribed them for the cure of 
ſm;-and thus, whilſt the Confeſfor endeavours, by ther proportionable Penan- 
ces he prefcribes, their releaſe from all zexporal pains, they, diſguſted with 
it, and fo performing-no Penances at all, would continue in their former yi- 
cious habits, and ſo incur the Eternal; In this reſpect therefore, conſidering 
the modern indiſpoſition of many Penitents, ſome relaxation of ſuch ſar:sfa- 
3 *-. ,* , Forypenances maybe neceſſary, where Pargatoryis the worlt of it; and where, 
with, or without, ſuch penances, Salvation is {ſecure ;. But, for Penances in or- 
der ropreventing —_— into ſin, and as they.conduce to the effecting a true 
Reformation of Life, Here 4 convenient ſeverity is always neceſſary, and is by 
all diſcreet Confeſſors obſerved. The effect of which (viz. a Sinner's amend- 
ment of life, and ſo leaving offtin, and exemption from eternal ſufferings) is in- 
comparably of an higher conſequence, than is the freedom, in ſuch ſtate, from 

"4,2. ... all temporal Purgarions. | | 
"$38. 3- This, of the fecond; Arhird uſe of Penances is per modum ſatisfatt:ionzs ; 
"*—— ". * forcaſtigation and taking revenge on himſelf for former Sin ; and, by this , 
2 Cor. 9. 1x, (I mean, from the application of Chriſt's all-ſufhcient ſacisfactions procured 
I Cor. 11.31, thereby) preventing God's temporal Judgments, and puniſhmeut thereof; 
33. |. fuch, as are removeable ; for, ſome puniſhments of ſin ( asdeath ) are not fo: 

Of which ſee more below S. 65. | 

And herealſ>o he is raught, that the more Penance, and the more devoutly 
performed by him, takes off the more of ſuch future temporal puniſhments; 
and thar, if the Prieſt impoſeth ſmall Puniſhments for great Faults ( when 
*=2 4 -.. - perhaps heaims moreat the cure of the Penitent's finning for the furure, than 
the expiation of the puniſhment of the paſt) that he is not therefore to think 
himſelf quitted of all the debt he owes to God, at ſocafiearate; and thatno 
-whibleſſer or fmaller jr4its worthy of Repentance are required by God in the 
preſent, than in any paſt, ages : (therefore alſoare the Clergy charged by the 
; J $4.1 Re e.$: Council. of Trent || —— Convenientes ſatusfattiones injungere, and not — kviſſima 
MES * quedams opera pro graviſſimis deliftts ) and that therefore ſuch Penirtent, when, 
perhapsout of re{pect to his frailneſs and indiſpoſition, ſmall penances are im- 
poſedfor great faults, ſtands ſtill engaged, if he would avoid the remainder 
of ſich: puniſhments, to a further performance of ſuch. penal works, as he 
knows bear ſome nearer proportion to the weight of his former Sins. And 
—— D8aando Confeſſor leviorem multo penitentiam imponit proprer fragiltatens 
penitentts, quam peccata jus mereantnr , debet illum admonere (faith Swarez. 
Ibid. Y illam non efſe ſuffcientem penam ; ſed propter equa indifpoſition:m cum illo 
benigniasagi; ne forte ex levitate pene occaſionem ſumat peccands ; & nt fortaſce 
- moveatur ad alins voluntarias ſatisfattiones aſſumendgs, _ And Bellarmin. De In- 
dulg.h:1-c, 8. — Oz Plarimunm:longe: plu eſt, quod expianaum teſtat per non- 
injunttas panitentias,” quam 410d expiarar per imjunita, And C7..5. Ex bis 
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Comme Tram: Sacerdates cum penitentias imponnnt , hortantur pententes, wut. ipf 
ttiam ſponte afſumant alias , cum grodibile ſit impoſitas nou eſſe aquales crimtini- 
bus, So Eſtizs 4. Sent, dilt. 15.$:4T,, ——5S5 Sacerdas officio ſuo defwerit [ in- 
jungendo opera levia pro deliftss gravibus ] vel etiam juſtia quadam ratione addy. 
. tus minorem quam pro exigentia delifts ſatisfattionem injunxerit, omnind videtur 
penitens, qui eum defettnm vel ſcit, vil ſcire debet, teneri ad ſatufattionem ali- 
quam ultra aſſumendam ; idque done tota ſatiefattio perueniat ad quandam equa- 
litetem cum pena temporali pro peccatis dabita z cujus ratio eft, quia quamais non 
dam fecit fruttus dignos penitentie, nondum ſatisfecit divina pracepto. Matt, 3.8. 
And then, if another Confideration'be added to. this, that a leſs Penance 2x- 
joyned by the Spiritual Judge is { by vertue of the Keys ) as much, or more 


effective, than a greater, that is ſpontancoxs and arbitrary, which alſo wants 


the merit-of our Obedience ; ( all Obedience being a kind of Mortification :: ) 
I ay, if this Confideration be added, the impoſing of light Penances, where 
are great Sins, though it may be to many Penitents very acceptable, .yet.is.to 
them no ſmall damage; and, did they well conſider their own Intereſt, they 


would ſeriouſly requeſt greater. | 
Having thus ſhewed, that this Sacrament of Penance is no ſuch ſlight buſj- 


neſs, as this Author repreſents it, I proceed. After this Sacrament received,. - 


'and the ſuppoſed effect of it, 7#ſtification, and Remiſſion of his former Sins ; 


QA 
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this Penitent is further inſtructed, that there is neceſſary an aftual good life, -. 


which was before purpoſed and reſolved, and an attual ceſſation from all 
Mortal Sin: And that, upon relapſe into ſuch Sin, and his former wicked 
courſes, this fate of Grace is loſt; and he reduced, not into as bad, but 
much worſe,condition, than that before his Repentance, and Ab/olution, by 
reaſon 'of the Grace of Godſo atfronted and deſpiſed, and as it were by force 
ejected ;. of his great ingratitude to ſo great mercy; of his ſinning now, 
when, byſuch.Grace received, he might much more cafily have avoided it ; 
of the breaking his penitential reſolutions ; laſtly, by reaſon of the great diffi- 
culty, from God's Grace now juſtly more withdrawn,” of renewing again his 
Repentance. Sothat, though, zotzes guoties, by the ſame means repeated, he 
may poſſi>ly riſe again from ſuch a fall; (as alſo ſaith the Proteſtant too ); Yer, 
ſince this rifing cannot-be without the help of Grace, even for the firſt ſtep of 
it, R:pentance, it is juſtly-to be feared, leſt this, before deſpiſed, be afterward 
denicd. pe 
Laſtly, For prevention, as much as the Church can, of ſuch dangerous re- 

lapſes ; if their ſpiritual Confeſſors haye obſerved in any (notwithſtanding what- 
ever promiſes made in Confeſſion ), after often uſe of the Sacrames:s, no ſuch 
actual change of manners, or ceſfation from former ſins. and re ormation of 
life to follow ;. the Sacrament for the future to fuch a one is to be {uſpendcd, and 
not confetred,: till the ſincerity of his Repentance is further cleaxed, and ren- 
dred more probable: Eſpecially, upon their diſcovering in any perſon ſich 1 
ſymptoms as theſe; T. That he hath ſinned as frequently after his former 
Confetſion, as before it: 2. Hath neglected to uſe the means for avoiding ſuch 
Sin preſcribed him in Confeſſion: Hath not removed or remedied the former 
occaſions, or temptations to ſin, tv Which he hath been adviſed, oralſo hath 
eNgaged 
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-engaped himſelf: Or, 3. That the Sin is of very general practice, from which . 
-men are more difſicultly weaned. The Sacrament, I ſay, onſucha one nat : 
to be haſtily conferred, till ſome actual reformation for a certain time be pra- 
Ctiſed, and ſome Penances uſed in order to the begetting a ſound Contrition, 
and former bad habits appear ſome way corrected, and near occaſions of ſin- 
ning removed. ——VUe poſſit de illins diſpoſitioue & propoſito vitand: peccata mo- 
raliter conſtare, ſaith Suarez. Which, cautions of not admitring habitual and 
' See Suarez. often relapſing finners ( 1. e. as to Morrtal Sins ) totes quories to the Sacra- 
= P 1 9-2 ments occurr frequently in the Rowan Caſuifts and Schoolmen. And ſee the 
ra d j 5. many Authorities to this purpoſe diligently collefted by Mownſiexr Arnaxd in 
«Moral. Theol, his Book, De [a frequente Communion, part. 2.Cc. 45. and, particularly, the in- 
1. 5.trat-6, ftruttions to Confeſſors of St. Carlo Borromeo, not long after the Council of 
:£.4.0.10 Toext, Hhid e. 36. & 38. The Council of Trent alfo, in requiring Confeflors 
not to impoſe ſlight Penances for great Crimes, ne alienorum peccatorum parti- 
cipes _— , ſeems much more to enjzoyn the non-admirtance of a ſlight 
profeſſion of Repentance, or amendment of life for great and inveterate Sin- 
-ners, in order to conferring on them the Sacraments ; in as much asa defect 
in their Repentance or Contrition is much more dangerous, than a defett in 
«their farisfation ; the non-remiſſion of the fin itſelf, and its erernal puniſh- 
ment, following the one; the non-remiſſion of ſome temporal ſuffering only, 

the other. 
S. 21) This being the proceeding of the two Churches in this matter, Both requi- 
— ring Kepentance, and ( where life continued) an attzal Reformation; but the 
latter exatting much more alſo, beſides theſe, and laying many other yoaks 
upon Sinners, ( as to the Sacrament of Penance ) which Proteſtants are not wil- 
{ing to bear ; conſider, what juſt cauſe this Author had, in diſparagement of 
 [1p:181: its Laws and Diſcipline, to ſpeak on this manner. |—To what end ſhould a man 
Cliving in the Church of Rome] put himſelf tothe trouble of mortifying his paſſions, 
and forſaking bis fins ; if he commits them again, he knows a preſent remedy, toties 
quoties ; it is but confeſſing with ſorrow, and upon Abſolution he is as whole, as if 


| p.1822 He had not finned. Again, 1_—We cannot but declare to Sinners the neceſſity of a 
> p, 180, ſincere Repentance and holy life, in order to ſalvation. Again, * --- We believe, 


that, as no man can be ſaved without true Repentance, ſo that true Reprntance doth 
not lye meerly in Contrition [or ſorrow only] for fins. Repentance in Scripture 
implies a forſaking of ſin, and without this we know uot what ground any man hath to 
"hope for the pardon of it, although he confeſs it,and be abſobved a thouſand rimes over. 
Hence the Dofrine imputed to the Reman Church, wherein his Proteſtant Rea- 
der muſt believe him,is ; in the firſt of theſe ſentences,that no man needs to put 
himſelf tothe trouble of forſaking his fn: In the ſecona, that there isno neceſhity 
of a ſincere. Repentance, Or holy life, in order to Salvation: In the third, that true 
Repentance (where life continued) implies not a forſaking of ſin ; and upon this 
he chargeth the Doftrine of the Roman Church as prejudicial to piety, Thus men 
write ad Popaluws, and for thoſe-that can know nothing, but as themſelves in- 
form them. Now, if theſe men-in theſe things do ſpeak of ſome matters of 
Fact, or PraCtice only, not Dottrine ; or of ſome Dottrines found to be held 


or taught by ſome in-that Church, - but not ewned by 1: ; let them then not 
cenſure 
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cenſure the Church's Doftrine, bur ſuch particular prattices or doftrines; 
Burt, indeed, ſhould their ſtile run fo.( as in truth it ought ) it could noway 
ſerve their deſign, viz. the Difſwading men fromſych a Church's Communiong 
from which ſuch particular doctrines, orpraCtices, cannot juſtly deter them, 
becauſe theſe are ſuch things, as none by embracing its communion, are ob- 
liged to; and any member of that Church may as freely cenſure, as them- 
ſelves do. Bur, ſuppoſing the very worſt, that fuch a harmful Doftrine did 
find any Patrons, and ſome malignant DoCtrine were wery commonly taught 
4n this Gratis yet doth this afford 'to none a juſt pretence for departing 
out of it, ſo long as thisChurch obligeth none to the belief of ſuch Doctrine, 
or makes it part of their Faith; and ſurely theſe perſons that diſcoyer ſuch a 
doftrine faulty, receive no harm by it.; nor know they how ſoon the Goyer- 
nours of this Church (the Divine Providence ever watching over it.) may take 

-notice of it, andrectific it, | 


3, Iprocced to the Third, the Rowan Doctrine ( as he relates it) of the £. 32 
Sacraments their conferring Grace ex opere operato on whatever ſubject or Re- ———— 
ceiver of them, though never ſo indiſpoſed or unprepared ; only, if all Mor- ,3- Ofa right | 
tal ſin be confeſſed ( he faith not, repented of) ; and ef there be no altual oppoſiti- alfa aye 
on in the will to the Sacrament ; as for inſtance ; If a man, when he is gomg 19 be neceſſary to 
baptized, reſobves with himſelf that he will not be baptized, or, while he is 6 Fizing, the Sacra- 

gthat he will not believe in the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, + [i. e. that the Tent'sconferg .. 
'party, in receiving it, reſolves in himſelf againſt receiving the effect of it]. 7 m— " of 
For the Contrary of this, Figſt, ſee the expreſs Declaration of the Council of gol, p. ws 3 
Trent * concerning that Sacrament that moſt concerns Sinners after Baptiſm; * Sefl 14. c,4} 

' the Sacrament of Penance, --— Fals quidam calumniantsr Catholicos Scriptores, -- - : 
quaſs tradiderint Sacramentum Penitentie, abſque bono mot ſuſcipientinm, orati- 

am conferre: quod nunquam Eccleſia Dei aocuit, nec ſenſit, To which this Au- 

thor, though preſſed by his Adverſary therewith, k returns no Anſwer. So þSece p; 2083 
alſo, Seff. 7. can. 7. it faith ---- Deri gratiam per Sacramenta ſemper & omni- 
bus, quantum eft ex parte Dei ; [but ] þ refte ea ſuſcipiant, And can. 6. Sacra- 

menta Nove legis continere gratian quan ſignificant, & gratiam ipſam conferre, 

[ But J non ponentibus obicem, This in General. 

Come we to the particular Sacraments, and ſee what particular diſpoſiti- g; 231 
ons and preparations are required for receiving any benefit by them. 1. For == 
the two Sacramenta Mortuorum (as they are called) the Sacrament of Baptiſm, , 
and of Penance, which confer juſtifying Grace; this Council. Sefl.6, can.6. ( ur- 
ged by Belarmin long ago to this purpoſe, ) declares, that ſuch Juſtification 
by any Adult, or already having the ufe of Reaſon (' for we ſpeak not here of 
Infants) cannot be had, whether with, or withous the Sacrament, unleſs the 
ſubject whatever be thus "_— ; that he have 1. Fidew (where we can- 
not but remember the Fits ſola juſtificat maintained by ſome Proteſtants, but 
the Council 1snot content with this), 2, Sperm, 3. Dilefionem Dei, {| ſuch a 
one, qua illum omnis juſtitie fontens diligere incipit, ] 4. Odium & deteftationem 
peccati (per eam penitentiam, ſaith the _ quam ante Baptiſmum agi opor- 


tet } 


" a3 The Roman DoFrine of 


ver-) and-laſtly: 5. Propeſitum inchoands novamvitam: The Council, Ifay, de- 
clares'no Juſtification ( which Juſtification is. the Qpxs operatam of theſe two 
Sacraments of the Dead in in) to be received by any Subject not thus pre-di- 
ſpoſed. And for the firſt of theſe Sacraments, ſee here in expreſs terms ---Px- 
nitentiam ante Baptiſmum agi oportet : and, in the form of Baptiſm, the: Adult 
Catechamen is, firſt, to profeſs his Faith, and his renouncing Satan and all his 
works. For the Second, the Sacrament of -Penance; ſee the Council. Seſ. 14. 
c. 4. declaring Contrition ( as it is deſcribed in what is ſaid on the laſt point ) 
perfect, or imperfect ( called Attritios), to be a neceſſary diſpoſition te the 
, Opus operatum of tt. | 

>. 26; Which Atrrition, that it may attain the effect of this Sacrament, or Jufſtifi- 
— cation ; the Council declares alfo, that it muſt be (not any Aztrition naturally 
flowing from danger, and the fear of puniſhment ;. but ) an Attrition Super- 
natural, not having its original purely from our ſelves , . but from the Holy 
*c. 44 Gho#t; ſuchas is Donum Dei * and impulſus Spiritus Santti; that it muſt alſo 
exclude voluntatem [ or affefttum] peccandi; and contain alio a ſpem venie from 
God; which ſpes venie hopes of receiving a favour, and that done purely for 
our's and none of his own intereſt, muſt neceſſarily include a love to the Bene- 
fador ; and, though the fear of God 18as yet the moſt predominant in ſuch 4t- 
tvition, and the Council hath not mentioned a love of him-here, yet it is ſaf- 
ficient, that the Council hath, before, Sef 6.c. 6. affirmed in General, thac 
there is no Z#5tification, or remiſſion of ſin to be had by any Sacrament with- 
out a love of God in ſome degree, and alſo hate of fin as offending him ; though, 
this not aſcending to that degree of Love or Hate,as a perfect Contrition hath,uiz. 
| toa loving of God, and hating ſinſ#per omnia,amabilia,T deteſtabilia : therefore 
- JOpuſc.Tew, Cajetan f on the Queſtion, Aw Attritio poteſt fieri Contritio, calls Attrition --- Im- 
1, Trait. 4. perfetta diſplicentia peccati,imperfettum propoſitum non peccanat ; imperfettuſque Dei 
Q, I, Amr, And a little before --- Da penitentes,;n confar, tam totum tempus futurum, 
quam comparationem peccati ad alia odibilia,quam etiam compuaratiouem Dei ad alia 
*E $6.3. 4mabilia * involuntate ſua, habent. And Dr. Hammondin his Catechiſm * confet- 
* p. 56, eth, --That, thouzh a bave ſorrow and compunttion only reſpetting preſent teſrors,hath 
no promiſe of mercy, yet if that which begins thus ty God's Grace, uſing ſuch terrors for 
c ſoftening the heart , improves further into ſorrow for diſpleaſing God, and from 
thence into a real ſincere reſolution to amend and forſake ſin, theſe ſuperſtruttions 
have a promiſe of mercy belonging to them, though the foundation had not; Now 
ſuch is the CounciF's Attrition, Donum Sp:ritus Santi, Laſtly,ſuch an Attritionit 
* &. IF? is ( which was faid before of Contrition * ) as none, in his hating ſin, and loving 
God, yet can be-abſolutely certain that he hath attained that Atrrition which 
God requires and accepts of, for his beſtowing the Sacramental effect ; ( For 
otherwiſe, ſince this effet on God's part never fails to be given to the rightly 
diſpoſed ; thus one might: be certain of his Juſtification, and his being in the 
| (FS. c:9; ſtareof Grace, which the Council ſaith + none can be, ſave by Revelation ). 
The ſureſt ſign and note of ſuch a-ſufficient Contrition, or Attrition is an actual 
change and Reformation of life ; which 1s the moſt certain fruit of a truly 
changed and converted heart. This of the Pre-diſpoſitions in the ſuſcipient 
mecellary to receiving the cttect of theſe two Sacraments, which indeed py ”» 
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ſuch eafie preparation, if, as to the repentance required in the latter of them, 
all that be conſidered, which hath been faid in the laſt Point, and that, which 
the Council of Trent ſaith Sef. 14. c. 3 That ---- Ad novitatem [vite] & in- 
tegritatens [ remiſſion of ſin, the effect, or Opus operatums of this Sacrament of 
Penance 7] fine magnis noſtris fletibis & laboribus , Divina id exigente 7uſtitia , 
pervenire nequaquan poſſumu : and that therefore the Fathers call it, Laborie- 
ſus quidam Baptiſm. 

But yet ſomewhat more than this is required as a worthy diſpoſition to the 5s: 25, 
other, called Sacramenta wvivorum, Confirmation, Euchariſt, and Extream Un. ——» 
&#:on, For, all theſe, for working their due effect, require the Suſcipient to 
be actually in the ſtate of Grace, atleaſt for any thing he either aCtually know- 
eth, or ( if not culpably ignorant, either by negleCfting ro examine himſelf, 
or by miſtaking the true weight of Sn, ) might know, of himſelf to the con- 
trary. Which when he knows, before receiving theſe other, he is inſtrufted 
to repair to the:Sacrament of Penance. Now ſuch, asare here ſuppoſed to be 
in the ſtate of Grace, are alſo ſuppoſed to have- not only the pre-difpoſitions 
for Juſtification (mentioned before, )) but the infuſed habit of Faith, Hope, and 
Charity. 

Only, if the Queſtion be put, whether alſo, for adue preparation, fuppoſe g: 5, 
to the receiving the benefit of the Exchariſt, ( to which, beyond any other Sa gn 

..crament, isrequired the greateſt reverence) an actual and ſenſible Devotion is 

always neceſſary, ſo thar, without their diſcerning this in themſelves, they 
are todeſfiſt from the other, It 1s ſtatedby many of the Roman Doctors, ( yet 

not by all) Negatively, viz. That the having of this Devotion (or rather of 

their ſenſe of it, which happens ſometimes to the greateſt Saints, ) ſo they uſe 
their beſt endeavour to acquire it, is not neceſſary to obtain the benefit of 
this Sacrament, and an augmentation of Grace. Ofwhich, thus Swarez t a- YEP REI 
gainſt Cajetan ---> Dofrina contraria nimis rigida eſt, ac prater humanam fra- wo Dilp; 
gilitatem. Cum autem hec pendent ex Chriſti voluntate & inſtitutione, pie potins q, &. 4. | 
credendam eſt, feſe in hoc humane fragilitati accommodaſſe ; preſertim quia gratia 
habitual:s in homine manens tante eſt dignitatis apud Deum,. ut vincere poſſit & 

ſuperare leves omnes defettus, ac negligentias : & 1ideo ipſa ſola eſt ſuſficiens disþoſi- 
tio ad hunc Sacramenti effettum. And Mounſieur Arnaxd, * ſufficiently rigid in * pe 1a fre: 
this matter, yet accords ---- That ſuch perſons [ i.e. deficient 4n a ſenſible De- quent Com- 
votion, ] may approach to the Communion, and ao receive the benefit thereof, pro- Tunion, part 
vided their heart be right towards God, which may be known by their aftions and 3* © © 
works, which are the fraits of the heart, although they ſuffer ſame tepidity from the 
Aridities and ſterilities that hinder them from having thoſe ſentiments of Devotion, 
they deſire. If this then, thus circumſtantiated, be the want of Devotion, this 
Author ſo often mentions as denied by the Roman Doctors to be any neceſſary 
obſtruction of the benefit of the Sacroment, it is confeſſed. Burt note, that 
ſuch a want of actual Devotion this is, as is joyned with a deſire and endea- 
vour to have it, and conſiſts, mean-while, with an habitxal poſlefſion of it 
( for who hath the habit of Charity, as all Regenerate have, cannot want that 
of Devotion); andis ſuch, as the Holieft Perſons ſometimes cannot remedy, 
C2 and, 
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and thiche ought to havetold his Readers together with the other, This, of 
Devotion required particularly ro the Sacrament of the Exchariſt, | 
| Ss. 297. Next; If we conſider the Sacrament of Extreay Uniion( becauſe, notwith- 
— ſtanding the Text of Saint Fames | ---- 1s any man ſick among you? let him call 
 Fem. 5. 14- for the Prieſts of the Church, and-let them pray over him, anointing him with ot 
| in the Name of the Lord, ithath not eſcaped this Author's deriſion ) the Con- 
dition alſo, or diſpoſition required in ſuch ſick Perſons, to receive the Spiri- 
rual benefit thereof, is, rhat they be in the Srate of Grace ( as was ſaid be- 
fore): and this UnCtion is ( / temps & Infirmi conditio permittat:) to follow 
the Sacrament of Penance, and of the Exchariſt adminiſtred before it. Which 
State of Grace, and Contrition of ſuch Perſon, finceit cannot be by the Prieſt 
certainly known, therefore upon the ſigns of ſuch Contr:tion, and a defire of 
the Sacrament, the Charity of the Church in ſuch an extremity denies it to 
none; though working, or not working its effect, according to ſuch Perfon's' 
due preparation, known only to God. And, again, Since the Prieſt is not al- 
ways at hand to apply ſuch Holy V»&9n, when deſired; therefore, in caſe 
that ſuch Perſon, after ſuch defire, loſe his ſpeech, or ſenſes, the application 
thereof, which is only external, is not thought fir, for this, -to-be with-held, 
becauſe the benefit thereof is conceived to depend on the Perſon's former pi- 
ous and penitent inclinations, when enjoying his Reaſon. This is the plain- 
ſong, on which this our Author hath made ſuch a ſtrange deſcant. p. 212, &c; if 
| ſomewhat to the commendation of his wit; yet little, of piety. 
3, 28, Such are the Dioſtions requiſite to the capability of the effect of the Sa- 
—_— craments. But now, if in particular that of the Exchar:ft be re-conſidered, 
not asa Sacrament, but Sacrifice, and the Repreſentative Oblation.to God of 
the Paſſion, Merits, and fatisfaCtions of our Lord : Here firſt ; The Council of 
Trent ſpeaks not of it expreſly thus, as conferring or procuring any effect ex 
opere operato. 2dly. It the School-men ſay this, they ſay it in no other ſenſe 
of this Sacrifice, than they do of the Sacraments; namely, to the rightly diſ- 
b - Poſed, or putting no obſtacle to ir, according as the Council, + explaining 
+ Seff, 22. £.2; how it is Propitiatory, ſaith ---- Per ipſum fieri, ut, fi cum vero corde & retta 
fide, cum metu TF reverentia contriti & penitentes ad Deum accedamns, miſericor- 
n —p cone : 
diam conſequammr, 8c. [ i. e. 2no Sacrificio cruentum illud, ſemel in Crace per- 
attum, repreſentatur, atqu: illus ſalutars virtus in remiſſionem corum, que 4 n0- 
"#Ib,c;1n) 6s quotidie committuntur, peccatorum applicatur * ] And the Canon of the Maſs 
20,C.T faith --- Mſemento Domine famulorum tnorum, quorum tibi Fides cognita eſt, & 
ta Devotio, &c.- In both which, we ſee, the Perſons, tobe benefited, are ſup- 
poſed to be rightly diſpoſed. But Thirdly, For any, though never ſo indisþo- 
ſed, it is true and confeſſed, thar the Oblation of the Exchariſt, being the moſt 
prevalent, and acceptable interceſſion, and addreſs, mortals can make to his 
Divine Majeſty, may benefit them by way of Impetration, ſo as do alſo our 
Prayers; and ſoin all Ages it hath been ever ſolemnly offered unto him, as 
for all our neceſſities, and forall, perſons, ſofor ſuch impenitent and indiſpo- 
ſed; thar God would give them Repentance, and other neceſſary diſpoſitions 
© for the receiving of his ſanCtifying Grace, and remiflion of their ſin; and ma- 


?ny times ſuch Oblation hath its effect, (as alſo haycour Prayers ) to the pro- 
| OO LLOTOY curing 
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euring ſuch a merey as that of God's Grace for them : [' Hujus quippe 6blatione : 
(faith the Council+ ) placaru Dominugratians & donum penitentie concedens, cri- | Ib, c. 2; 
mina, & peccata eriam ingentia dimittit ]; But this effect, as to particular per- 
ſons, not affirmed to be conſtant, or never failing. And this Bellarzin * an- hey 
ſwered long ago, in expounding the language of ſome School-men concern- ,, ;, © © S 
ing the Maſs profiting the indiſpoſed -- Loguwntxr (faith he ) de Sacrificio, von © 
de Sacramento, Pagro Sacrificium prodeſt impanitentibus per modum impetrationisy 

gia impetrat illis converfionem, & penitentiam: quomagy etian orationes noſtra, 
bee non tam efficaciter id facinut, And, as this Author, p, 204. hath mentioned 
this Anſwer, ſo in reaſon he ſhould have told us his Exceptions to it, | 

To leave this Sacrifice (to which, and the benefits thereof, Proteſtants are $S! 39; -: 

great Strangers, nor ſenſible of their loſs); and return tothe Sacraments, Of =—= 
theſe it hath been ſhewed, thar all, for producing their cffet, require a ſub- 
je&t rightly diſpoſed ; Next, Theſe Sacraments are ſaid to produce their effect, 
(though only on perſons rightly diſpoſed) ex opere Operato, 1ſt, In oppoſition 
to any neceſlary dignity, SanCtity, or Merit of the Miniſter thereof, expreſſed | 
in the 12th. Canon of the Council of Trent De Sacramentis in genere, | againſt }, Sel. 2! > 
that Propoſition ofWicleff and his followers, and ſome other Reformiſts menti- 
oned by Soave, P. 233 ---That a bad Miniſter doth not confer the Sacrament, — 
Si quis dixerit, Miniſtrum in peccato mortal; exiſtentem, GC, non conficere, aut 
conferre Sacramentum, Anathema ſit. aly. Ex opere operate, In oppoſition to 
the dignity, or the merit of the Receiver of the Sacrament ; which Sacrament 
worketh its effe& on a ſubjet, though not indiſpoſed, yet by no ſuch Diſpoſiti- 
on meriting 1t. So Gabriel Biel, * ---< Prater exhibitionem ſogni forts exhibits # 4, Seri, diftz”- 
won requiritar bonus motws in ſuſcipiente, quo de condigno, vel de congruo, gratians 1.93, » , 
[ Sacramenti ] mereatur : Sed faſficit , quod ſuſcipiens ,. non ponat obicem ; [ or, 
where an obex is, haveſuch bons morus, as may remove it. Sec him 7bid. Diſt. 

I4. q.2.] 3ly. Ex opere operate, In oppoſition-not only to werir, but any 
diſpoſition at all in the receiver, 5. e. ſo, that no diſpoſition, though neceſſary 
as a cauſa fine qua non to the effect, or as to removing ſome obſtacles that may 
hinder it, yet is the efficient, or in##rument at all, actually conferring, or im- 
mediately conveying the Sacramental Grace, but this is ſolely the opus opera- 
tum of the Sacrament. ; | Andof this ſpeaks the Eighth Canon of the Council 
of Trent + (nor hath Caſfander applied any other ſenſe to it, as this Author + $eg 5: 
pretends he hath ) *. The words are --- Ss quis dixerit per ipſa nove legis Sa- u y, 19g; 
cramenta ex opere operato non gratiam, ſed ſolam fid:m divine promiſſions ad gra- : 
tian conſequendam ſufficere, Anathema ſit, againſt that propofition of the Re- 
formers mentioned by Soave, p.264. —-- That by the Sacraments Grace is not 
given in vertue of the adminiſtration of them, called Opus Operatum, but that it 
ſxfficeth [| for obtaining ſuch Grace ] only to believe the promiſe [of it]: and a- 

gainſt thoſe Reformed Propoſitions ſet down before by him, p. 233.—That 
the Sacraments are not neceſſary ; but men may attain the effett of them by Faith only. 
And-— That the Sacrament hath never given Grace or remiſſion of ſins, but + 


#only the faith of the Sacrament, In which Eighth Canon the Council affirms 


+= Solam fidem non ſufficere; not as if Faith were altogether needleſs to ſuch 


Kacramental eftect ; for therefore it ſaith, \yoy ſolar; but not it alone ſuffi- | 


cieng ; 
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-. cient without the Sacrament ; withoxt it, i. e.*as it ſolely ex opere- operate con- , 

' ferring the Grace, to which Faith alfo at the ſame time neceſſarily pre-diſpo- 

. ſeth. _] 4ly. Ex opere operato, in: oppoſition to any diſpoſitions as neceſlary 

-at all in the ſubject; but, then, theſe School-men do mean of Infants, not of 

Adult: ; becauſe in all theſe laſt, there is an Obſtacle of Aortal fin to be re- 

moved ; and this cannot poſſibly be ſo, without the diſpoſitions of Faith and 

Repentance. Fly. Ex = operato, In oppoſition to the Sacraments of the Old 

Teſtament ; in which} Grace is faid to be received from the diſpoſition of the 

fuſcipient called op#optrantis, which Grace was then ſignifiedallo by theſe Sa- 

craments, but not conferred: The contrary whereof is verified in the Sacra- 

. ments of the New. | | 

-&. 36; Now, if things be foundas they are hererelated, I deſire his Proteſtant Rea. 

t— der would conſider with what integrity this Author doth affirm, p. 202. this 4 

to be the DoCtrine of the Roman Church, ---That. the efficacy of Sacraments doth 

not depend upon the preparation of the receiver, but the bare adminiſtration, or the 

. external work done. Again, p. 203.---That the Sacraments of the new Law ds 

* confer grace Ex opere operato, 5, e. by the thing it ſelf without any dependence there- 

51 upon the internal motion, or preparation of mind in him that doth partake of them. 

Again, how faithfully. he deduceth, from BeKarmin, ſaying, That the Catho- 

licks ds not wholly exclude preparations in the receiver, but only ab efficientia from 

the efficiency of the Sacramental Grace, p. 204. That the Efficacy of the Sacra- 

wents [which, as I underſtand him, is their afFwal prodgcing ſuch an effet] 31 

 Conferring grace, doth not at all depend upon the qualification of the receiver. Again 

:Þp. 205, Þ#——That the preparations of our minds for the uſe of the Sacraments 1s unneceſſary. 

For, if grace (faith he) be effettnally conferred ” the force of the bare external athh 

on, which us acknowledged by them all, what need can there be of a due preparation of 

mind by the exerciſe of Faith, Prayer, Repentance, &c? From all which his con- 

cluſion is, that the Roman Dottrine obſtrutts the ſincerity of Devotion. In all which 

expreſſions, if this Author means, that according to the Roman Dodtrine no 

qualification or diſpoſition in the Suſcipient is the i»ſtr@ment that effects or con- 

fers the Sacramental Grace, it is true, but nothing to his purpoſe, or to his 

concluſion drawn from it, viz. That fach Doctrine obſtrutts Devorion : Bur, 

ifhe means, that ſuch diſpoſition is not the efficzent cauſe of ſuch Grace, and 

[therefore it is not ceceſlary at all to the effect, (as his words ſound), it is in- 

deed much to his purpoſe, and infers his concluſion ; but is moſt untrue. For, 

many things are neceſſary to an effect, beſides the efficient cauſe thereof, To 

make uſe of an inſtance, himſelfmentions : Fre is the only efficient of the burn- 

ing of wood, not the drineſs of the matter, yet is drizeſsin the wood, as well 

as heat in the fire neceſſary to the effect. And one may as truly argue in this, as 

he doth in the other; If the burning be effeCtually [53. e. efficiently] wrought 

by the fire, what need can there be of drineſs in the matter: Or, the efficacy 

Tz. e. the efficiency] of the fire in its burning doth not at all depend on the qua- 

lification-of the matter; or, fuch qualification concurrs nat to the efficiency, 
therefore ſuch qualification is to ſuch effeft, no other way, neceſlary. 

Secondly, Conſider withwhar truth he relates, p. 206.——That Catholicky 

—  mwhenſajing the internal diſpoſition of mind is neceſſary to remove impediments, do nol 

=% fit | "mean 
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mean by this :nternal diſpof tion the exerciſe of Faith, Prayer, Repentance, &c; b y 
no means : ſaith heſwhenas Bellarmin, in that Chapter, this Author cites, -and 
therefore read, faith the expreſly contrary, and thatſixor ſeven times over to 
this purpoſe; *—Opns operatum excludere fidem & motuminternum ab efficientia 

ratie Sacramentals, non tamen excludere fi mpliciter fidem & motum internum [or 
in other places, fidem, & penitentiam)}, ita ut Sacramenta (at ipþ calumniantar ) 
conferant gratiam accipientibus ea ſine fide, & fine interna converſuone cordis ]: But 
(faith he) they mean: That there be no mortal ſin uncoufeſſea; [Now, ſuch mor- 
ral ſin may be confeſſed without Faith, or Repentance, or any other diſpoſition 
to remove the obſtacle of ſuch mortal fin: And next,] That (faith he) there be 
ns altual oppoſition inthe will to the Sacrament [which he explains thus]: As, for 
inſtance, when he 1s going to be baptized, he reſolves with himſelf that he will not be 
baptized ; or, while he is baptizing, that he will not believe inthe Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt. Thus he. Now, if any reflect on what we have proved before,is this ; 


ingenuous dealing ? Is not this writing Controverſies for Ladies, for Women,for 
Laicks, and ſich as cannot; or, from a contrary intereſt, will not make a ſearch 


into the truth of his Relations ? | 
See again, what fidelity he uſeth, p. 209. (after his rejeCting the common 


Doftrine of the Roman Authors, to ſearch that of the Roman Church rather in- 


the Council of Trent )in his citing of the Eighth Canon of the ſeventh Seſſion there- 
of to this purpoſe : ' That. it athrms the Sacraments to confer Grace ex opere 
op:rato ſo, as to render Faith, or other diſpoſitions in the receiver needleſs ; 
and mean-while concealing one halfof the Canon, that plainly ſhew the con- 
trary.--- S; quis dixerit per ipſa nove Legis Sacramenta ex opere operato non conferrs 

ratiam, ſo farr he repeats it ; ſedſolam fidem diving promiſſionts ad gratiam con- 
| tr (© ſufficere ; this he: omits; and the Solais not at all conſidered by him: 
Asif, from the Catholick's ſaying, Sola fides non juſtifieat;” he ſhould prove, thar 
they hold Faith not neceſſary at all co Juſtification - What this Canon oppoſeth; 
and how it is diftinguifhed. from the Twelfth; I think have given a farisfying 


$33 . 
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account before * : Yet, after this, ſee with whata ſtrange confidence he cor: 15. 25; + ' 


cludes? p. 21IT. 1 dare now appeal (faith he) to the moſt indifferent fuage, 
wheth:r what I objefted: to them concerning the efficacy of Sacraments, whether jhe 
minds of the receivers of them be prepared, or no, were not ſo far from being a calum- 
ny, that there is not ſo much as the leaſt miſtake init :- if the Dottrine of the Council 
of Trent be embraced by them; Thus he---Tergens os ſuum dicit, nonſum operatus 
malnm. is | 
Bellarmin, and'the Romam Writers affirm, that this truth, That the Sacr 4- 
ments are the inſtrumental canſe of conferring Grace, is Divine Revelation : and 
Bellarmin ſpends two Chapters in producing the Scriptures that evidence it ; 
and ſoſaith, That the particular way or manner 'of their conferring Grace is 
a thing not neceſſary to be determined, or underſtood, no more than that of 
the Trinty1s, or of ſeveralother Articles of Faith. + Yer, here ſee p.204.' how 
ſolicitous this Author is to be informed of the: manxer, as if the whole iſſue of 
the buſineſs depended on this ; whether the Sacraments be phyſical, 'or moral, 
«cauſes, whether by a power inherent, vr aſſiſtant ; whether the produce Grace, 
wr only the. union. of it, 8c, and how candidly; hedeclaims againit theiimpofing, 


ſuch : 
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1 Aon held to ſpeak the moſt diminutively of a neceſfary preparation. 


*Dottrine of the Saints (ſaith he ) that a man that hath not the Devotion, and 
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tach abſurd, - unreaſonable, and unintelligible things to be believed ; ane 
brings in the Alcoran, and his wit-conferring Cap to be admitted with the like 
credulity : But takes no notice, that ſuch effe& is proved, ( or pretended b 

thoſe Catholick, Authors ) to be Divine Revelatzon . (which they wHl not allow to 


_the Alcoran, ortohis Cap); nor ſhewshe the falſity of ſuch an aſſertion, in the 


diſproving of their Texts urged for it. | 
The Roman DoCtors affirm, that, ſo one be in the ſtate of Grace, and fo 
have the habit of Charity, and conſequently that alſo of Devotion, an-attual 
or ſenſible Devotion, provided he uſe his beſt endeavor to be fo devout, is 
not neceſſarily required for receiving the benefit of the Sacrament ; (and the 
reaſon is given by them, becauſe this indeed ſeems too rigorous, and would 
cauſe too many ſcraples in men's minds concerning the preparation of a right 
Devotion ). See this matter thus ſtated by Arnazld's Adverſary JN who is 
hes # the 


fervor of Charity, he deſireth, but ſeems tepid to himſelf, us not obliged therefore 
ro abſtain from the Communion; provided, he endeavor his beſt to excite himſelf 
to Devotion, and humbly preſents himſelf in hope of benefit thereby. And again, 
C. 9. One often thinks he hath no Devotion, and yet ceaſeth not to have it. 
True Devotion ts not a certain facility to apply ones ſelf to it ; and a contentment 
that one reſents from it ; but it is an effettive will and deſire to pleaſe God. Now, 
the Communicant, here, being required by theſe Doctors to be in the ſtate 
of Grace, and to uſe his beſt endeavor to be alſo actually and ſenſibly Devoxt ; 
ſce how ingenuonſly this Author conceals theſe two circumſtances, and charg- 
eth on them the admitting perſons to the benefit of the Sacraments that are 
impenitent, and void of any Devotion, p. 207. If want of Devotion 
"(faith he) doth not hinder Grace being recerved, what arguments can men uſe 
ro perſwade perſons to it? Who will undergo ſo ſtrift an examination of himſelf , 
and endeavor to raiſe his mind to a axe Fad 26-yard for the participation of Sa- 
. craments, if he knows before hand that he ſhall certainly recerve Grace by the Sa- 


- Craments without it? [1. e. Without an endeavor to raiſe his mind to a due 


Devotion. But what Roman Doctor teacheth this]? Again, p. 211. Whe- 
ther one have any Devotion or no, he ts ſure of Grace, if he doth but partake 
of their Sacraments; and need not trouble himſelf much about Devotion, ſince 

is work may be done without it. Never any Dottrine was Certainly better con- 
trived for the ſatisfattion of impenitent Sinners, than their s is. [repreſenting the 
Indevont and the [mpenitent, as the ſame ; the Indevout, through infirmity, or 
- through negle&, appearingly, or really, all included J. 

The like integrity this Author uſeth in his relation concerning Extream Vn- 
&:0s, andits effett, p. 212. where he faith Not ſo much as the uſe of Reaſon 
35 required for the effeft of the Bleſſed Sacrament of Extream Untition, And then 
deſcants | A hard caſe for thoſe who dye in mortel Sin! For, if they could 
but expreſs any figu of contrition by the mation of an eye or a finger, all were well 
enough, and they are ſure to receive Grace, And p. 214. To make all ſure at 
Laſt, the Extream Unition very ſweetly conveys Grace into them, whether they be ſen- 

ſible or not, Whereas,in candid and ferious dealing, inſtead of Jeſting,he _ 
| 0 
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to have repreſented the Rowan Doctrine thus : x. That, for the Application of 

this Sacrament, the uſe of Reaſon in the Suſfcipient is not neceſſarily required, 

if theperſon immediately before, when having the uſe of Reaſon, appeared 

Contrite, and deſired it. || —— And 2. That all ſuch perſons only, as have that [] See beſore- 
true and acceptable contrition (known only to God) whereof they give exter- $. 27. 

nal ſigns, doreceive Grace, or the effect of this Sacrament, but no other. Let 

this ſuffice for the Third Point. 


4. For the Fourth Point, The eaſneſs in the Roman Church, by this $ 36. 
feat of the Sacrament's ex opere operato remitting Sin, and conferring Grace , —— 
to change the Eternal puniſhment of Sin, which is ſurely remitted with the Sin ob agg 
it ſelf, intoa Temporal one ; or to change Hell-torments into thoſe of Purgatory 3qent of $ig' 
. . . . 2 
. and then the eaſineſs of getting out of theſe too, with a little mroney,or friends. nor eafily 
See Roms. {dl. p. 184, 185,186. Thecontrary of this, viz. That the pro- changed into 3 
curing the pardon of Afortal Sin committed after Bapriſme, and conſequently Temporal. 
of the Eternal puniſhment thereof, (theſe two being always remitted together) 
isno ſuch eaſie thing, hath been amply ſhewed in the Vindication of the Second 
and Third Point. The Subjects of the Rowan-Cathalick Church then are in 
this matter thus inſtructed : x. That the due effed+ of the Sacrament of Penance 
( repaired unto by ſuch delinquent) is neceſlary to the Remiſſion of ſuch Sin, 
and its Eternal Puniſhment. 2. That this off is not conferred on all that | 
are Confeſled, .( as this Author ſeems to take-for granted that it is) but + see p; 206, * 
_ only, among theſe, on the rightly pre-diſpoſed by Fairh,and a true and accep- 493. - * 
table Repentance. Which Repentance includes not on!y ſorrow for Sin, but 
an attual amendment of Life, and ceaſing from fin ( where life longer continu- 
£d.): and, for the ſorrow, ---Sine magnts noſtris fletibus, & laboribus, d vina 
id exigente juſtitia, ad hanc novitatem, & integritatem [ viz. remiſſion of ſin, 
and former ſtate of regeneration] p.rvenire nequaquam poſſumus, ( ſaith the 
Council of Trent f ). 53. That, when all is done, the perſon is not abſolutely t Sefl. 14; c,22 
certain that he hath attained ſuch a worthy and ſincere Repentance, Contriti- 
on, or Attrition, as infallibly receives the etfect and benefit of the Sacrament. 
4. Thar,-if there ſhould happen any defect cherein, the beſt way to cempleat 
ſuch Contrition ( ad preteritorum H_ vindittam & caſtigationem, faith 
the-Council*) is the exereiſe of much Penance, and Mortification ; and the * Sel. 14cc, 8, 
ſureſt. fgn of ſuch Contrition compleated, is, a change of life, and perſeverance 
therein; and the ſureſt means, again, for ſuch p:rſeverance ( ad nove vite cuſto- 
diam, & infirmitatis medicamentum, (aith the Council t) are Penances and Mor- tlbid ; 


tifications. ; | 
F. Asto Penances their removing or taking away puniſhments, and ſo juſt &. 35: 
Indalgences of Penance doing the fame, They are taught — 


Firſt, That no ſuch Indulgence relates at all to quitting the puniſhment 
Eternal. 

Secondly, That no Penances or Indalgences are beneficial to the remov- 
ing any Temporal puniſhment, ſo long as the perſon, by his ſin unrepent- 
ed of, is ſtil] able to the Erernal; and, ſuppoſe they were, yer this infi- 

D 


nitely 
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nitely _ debt ſtill uncancelled renders the diſtharge of the other n6t 
valuable. 

Thirdly, That the remiſſion of the Eternal depends chiefly on the fnceri- 
zy of their Repentance and Converſion to God, and change of bfe; as hath 
been ſhewed before. And this thing ( viz. left by any defect of theſe, there 
ſhould be.ſome flaw in the pardon of the Erernal puniſhment ) ,. keeps all 
pious Sons of this Church perpetually on their guard (notwithſtanding what- 
ever Indylgences are paſled concerning the Temporal) to make good on their 
part the conditions that are required from them for the cancelling thereof. 
And, if by the Money and Friends this Author ſpeaks of, as a means of 
evading theſe puniſhments, be meant 4/ms-deeds, and s. her men's Prayers, it is 
granted ; That, both for the procuring Grace, and the Rewiſſionof S;y, and of 
thele pan.ſoments attending it, they help much. And, in this reſpect, granted 
again, that the Rich, bothas to giving Alms, and by them procuring rhe in- 
terceſfions of ſuch as are relieved, have a great advantage. And very fit they 
ſhould ; having fo many diſadvantages, and running: ſo-many hazards from 
their Wealth other ways. But then, the Poor areno way ihfetior t6 them; 
who, as they want the one, ſo are freed from the other, And we are told by 
our Lord, that more Rich incur theſe Eternal or Temporal puniſhments by 
the Temptations of their wealth, than eſcape them by the Charitable diſtri- 
bution of it. | —_ | 

From theſe things it appears, that, how eaſie: ſoever the releaſement of 
ſuch puniſhment is amongſt Carholicks, it is made much more eaſie, or leſs 
difficult, among Proteſtants. For, 1ſt. For Sin, and the Eternal puniſhment ; 
if Proteſtants require o—_ ſorrow for Sin, end an actual ehange, or re- 
formation of life, Catholicks (as hath been ſhewed g. Io. &c ).-require alſo 
theſe, and much more ; namely, a neceffary repair to the Sactament of Penance, 
Confeſſion, Ab[olation ; and, for the greater ſecuring of their Contrition, or Re- 
pentance, of which none can be abſolutely certain, fletwe, labores, Penances, 
Mortifications, and dignos frattus penitentie; and theſe not only ad nowe vite 
cuſtodiam, but ad preteritorum peccatorum vindittam. 21y, For the Temporal 
puniſhment. 1. Catholicks hold after the Erernalremitted, ſuch a puniſhtnent 
to remain ſtill uncancelled ; Proteſtants deny it, and throw all puniſhment 
whatever into the Pardon of the Sin; and as ſoon as the ſentence --- Dominns 
tranſtalit peccatun tuum is pait, clear all accounts. 2ly. Catholicks hold many 
faithful Souls, fiich as have been more imperfect in their Repentance, and 
negligent in Chriſtian-duties here, (as it muſt be granted, of thoſe, who all 
find mercy, ſome are much more than others, ) to be detained after death for 
ſome time in a ſtate of Pargation Proteſtants ſend all, (that go not to Hel, and 
the greateſt miſery) ſtraight to Heaven, and the moſt ſupream happineſs. 
3ly. Catholicks make divers Penances and Satisfattions, impoſed, or alſo volun- 
tarily aſſumed, neceſſary for the diſcharge of ſuch Temporal puniſhment, that 
by judging of themſelves they may prevent that of God: Burt Proteſtants, by 
denying ſuch paniſhments,have alſo no need of ſuchPenances,and fo releafe them 
to their Subjects. HE | 

4. And laſtly: If, inſome of her Ind#lgences, the Roman Church is _ by 

oo them 


Indalgencts Vindicated. 2% 


them to ſell theſd Pardons of Temporal Punifhments very cheap, the Proteſtants 
givethem to all for nothing. This, of the Fourth Point, 


| 5. Come we to the Fifrh: The Roman Doftrine concerning Indulgences; $8. 394 

charged by this Author || with many groſs Abſuraities, and as excafing Roman- ——, 

Catholicks fow performing the beſt parts of their Religion: i. e. ( faith he ) en- 5; Of Iadule 

joining Penances, acconnted among them fruits of true Repentance ; ſevere Mortifi- Sl on __ 

cations; Faſting ; frequent — and Almes ; * as he there reckons them. thoſe in the 
To the Contrary of this, I ſhall ſhew to his abuſed Reader, That neither the fiate of Gracey 

Abſurdities pretended by him,nor the omiffion of any neceſſary Daty,do follow | ?: 518. 

either from theRomanDottrine of Indylgences,or the commonly allowed Prattice. Þ 52% 
And Firſt, For the Doctrine of this Charch; If this Author had done her 

Juſtice ſo far as to accuſe or queſtion no more than what he found to be her 

Doctrine in her Coxncils concerning this Point ; and, if he had ſaid here for right- 

ing the Charch, what he hath ſaid elſe-where, + when for his own advantage : p. 2092 

That though ſome Teſtimonies of particular perſons may be produced | for ſeveral {0h 

opinions ], yer we muſt appeal for the ſenſe of this Church, to the Decrees of its 

Conncils; how many leaves might he have ſpared from his diſcourſe on this 

ſubject as wholly impertinent ? Indeed, ſo compendious, and cautious have 

the Charch's Decrees been in this matter , as that thoſe Proteſtants, who 

complain at other times of, her oppreſling their Faith with a multitude of 

Credends, here accuſe her ſilence and refervedneſs. So Dottor Taylor obſerves 

in his Diſſwaſfive, *. That becanſe the Dottrines were ſo dangerous, uncertain, in- , -, $.3.p 

widious, by the advice of the Biſhop of Modena, the Comncil of Trent left allthe ,, © OO 

Dottr:nes, and all the Caſes of Conſcience quite alone, and ſlubbered [ or, better, 

paſſed over ] the whole matter in this Ducſtion in general, and recommenalatory , 

teums --- That they eſtabliſhed no Doftrine, neither carions nor incarious ; nor dart 

they [i. e. the Council, bold enough in other matters ] decree the very Forndati- 

on of this whole matter, the Church's Treaſure. [| And fo all this our Author's 

Queſtions about this Treaſure, which amount to Ten of the Fifteen .2#:r:es he 

propoſeth, p. 518. 8&c, and faith ---That, whey he once ſeeth thoſe Ducſt ions ſa- 

tisfattorily anſwered, he may then think better of our Dotirme, are beſide the pur- 

poſe, and to be cancell'd,if he intends only to encounter the profeſled Doctrine 

of the Roman Church. Burt we on the other fide ſay, That theſe men deal! 

not fairly, who, for defending their difcefſion from the Chxrch of Rome, and 

from the Communion of their Fore-Fathers urge ſuch Doctrines, as none, in 

ſtaying in this Communion, are obliged to maintain ; and that, the lels this 

Church hath determined, or required our aſſent to, in this point, the more 

treely may any, holding whatever feems to him the moſt probable, ſubmit to 

her Decrees, and haththeleſs cauſe to accule, or reproach, her. 
All then, that the Council hath ſtated and aflerted'in this matter is this |], «&. 40, 

( as Dottor Holden, F. Veron, and others have obſerved, who have endeavour'd, —— 

for the fruſtrating fuch Diſcourſes as theſe, to ſever points of Faith from | 54 Con 

School-Opinions). --- Indulgentias conferendi poteſtatem ab ipſomet Chriſto Ecclefi.s _ ro Tn 

conceſſam fuiſſe, atque hujuſmodi poteſtate antiquiſſimts etiam temporibus Eccle- du'g. ” "I 
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fam uſan faiſſe: Hunc uſum Chriſtiano pepulo cfſe maxinxet ſalutarem & Sacrg- 
ram Concilioruns axthoritate probatam,. & in Eccleſia retinendum :  Eoſgue. Ana- 
themate Synodum damnare, qui aut ingtiles eſſe aſſerunt, aut eas concedend; in Ec- 
clefia poteſtatems efſe negant. This is all the Council hath determined. . And, 
upon this, F. Veronin his Rale of Catholick Faith F juſtly contends, -—That ne - 
more ought to be propoſed to Separatifts to be believed, than what the profeſſion of the 
Catholick Faith, and the General Connc.ls engage them to, Tyat it ts ſufficient to ren- 
arr one a tr: Child of the Church, if h: ſubmit to theſe; and that other Dn:ſtions, 
wherein the Corncil us ſilent, are impertinencies and digreſſions. 

Now, becauſe the Coxncil in this her Decree, we ſee, defends her preſent 
Doctrine and Practice by that of Antient times, and by what is approved in for- 
mer Coxncils, if we look into Antiquity concerning this matter, we may there 
eaſily diſcover thus much. 

1. That ſevere and long Pengnces were then impoſed on gr ater ſinners ſome 
way proportionable to-their faults ; and theſe not only for ſatisfaction ofthe 
Church, and the Scandal many times given to it in publick fins, but chiefly 
for the Satisfation of God's 7«ſt:ce, and appeaſing his wrath, for Reconcili- 
ation unto Him, Remiſſion of their ſins, and Eternal puniſhment due thereto, 
and for begetting in them a true and ſolid Repentance, and Con: rition for their, 
Sin, and ſo far ſaving their Souls. For which I refer the Reader to whar. 
hath been ſaid before, S. 16. and the many teſtimonies of the Fathers colle-- 
ted by Mrinus De Penitent, 1. 3..c.1F, & 12,---and/. Io. c. 24: . To which, 
effects theſe Penances were eſteemed very advantageous; and though not, as. 
to all ofthem, any proper Satisfactions, yet a means very beneficial for per- 
feting the Sinner's Repentance, and Sorrow for ſin, and procuring the appli-, 
cation to them ofthe Merits and Satisfactions of Chriſt : God's Mercy and Fu- 
ftice ſtill accompanying ene another, as-in reſpect of Chriſt's fufferings, and. 
ſatisfattians,.. paid for our ſins by Him ; ſo.in reſpe& ofſome temporal ſuffer- 
ings oſour own, Either freely offered and tendered by our ſelves; or, if not Pre-. 
vented by theſe,inflicted on us by Gcd to ſuch a degree, as ſeemeth meet to his, 
Divine Majeſty. 

2. We may find;. That there were, then, ſometimes [ndxlzences granted of 
ſuch Penances, all, or part, to ſome Perſons, thought rightly qualified for them, , 


. upon certain juſt cqu:es of a greater advancement of piety, and God's. Glory 


and Service thereby ; either in reſpect of ſuch Perſons privare, or ſome other . 
pyblick, andgreater, good. Which cauſe was thoughta ſufficient motive for 
ſuch a relaxation, and. prevalent with God for: ratifying ſuch indulgent a& of. 
the-Church-Governors. ( to. whom our Lord hath committed in, his ſtead the 
power of binding and looſing Sinners ) ; whereby the ſame. puniſhment of ſin, , 
due to.the Dinien Faye, is preſumed to be remitted by God toperſons,if being, 
as they appear, ſufficiently contrite,. upon ſuch Ind# = granted, as would , 


[ 
havebeen upon the Penances performed :. for, elſe, iffuch puniſhment in God's 


Court (and not only that of the Chxrch ) had not been taken away by themn, | 
the Indulgence, conceded as a favor, would have been really much to'the Pe- 
nitent'sloſs ; whilſt, after it, thoſe heavier puniſhments remain to be inflited 


on, and undergone by, them, from which their much caſter Penances (if rot . 
_— | | : | indulged) 
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indulged) would have diſcharged them: And fo this power of the Keys would 
have been rather to Deftruftion, than Edification. 

To come to ſome Inſtances. Such was St. Pax/'s Indulgence, or Remiſſi- &. 43: 
on ( in the perſon of Chrift as he faith, 4 or by the Commiſſion of Quorum re —— 
miſeritis* ) of part of the Penance that was formerly impoſed by. him upon the 3 Cor. 2, r0z 
inceſtuous Corinthian, as for the ſcandal given to the Heathen, and the Church, * Fo. 29. 23, 
ſo alſo chiefly ſor the ſaving of hs Soul, x Cor. F. F. Yet ſuch remiſſion 
thereof was not withour ſeveral juſt Motives, inciting the _— thereto, and 
which he judged more acceptable to God; and, ſo,.more effectual for procuring: 
the application of Chriſt's Merits for this Sinner's pardon, than the remainder of 
his Penance, had it been fulfilled : ſuch as were the gratifying the Interceſſions 
for this perſon of the Saints in Corinth; and preventing their apprehenſions of the 
 Apoſtl*sto0 great ſeverity ; the exceſſive ſorrow and confuſion —_— already 
in the Penitent;and leſt perhaps through a deſpondency of mind he ſhould throw 
off.the Chriſtian Faith and abandon himſelf to vice ; in all which the Apoſtle ſaw. 
Satan's Wiles, See 2 Cor.2. 6, 7,11. 

Such, again, were the Indalgences uſed in the Primitive times upon ſeveral &, 44; 
(Judged by them) jſt cauſes moving the Church-Governors thereto, either 
or the private good of the Penitent, or pblick of Religion. 1ſt. Such an- 
riently were, inreſpect of the private good of the Penitent; 1. An extraordina-- 
ry diligence and fervor in their performing Penance, producing in-themy a: 
great reformation, &c ; and fo this ſeeming ſufficient for quitting the re-- 
mainder of their debt ; in the Indulgment of whom was alſo a publick good 
intended, that fo the negligent might, hereby, be excited to like fervor, up- 
on hopes of like favor. 2. The puſillanimity, or weakneſs, or temptations of... 
the Penitent, whereby it was feared, that he might through deſpair fink un- 
der the burdenlaid upon him, or throw it offhis ſhoulders, revolt to Hereſe, . 
or Gentiliſmz. 2. In times of great perſecution, the better fitting and arming - 
of the Penitent for Aartyrdome, by his receiving a reconcilement toGod and - 
the Church; and, after it, the Holy Communion; and: the fame alſo was 
done in his being expoſed to any other eminent danger of death, by ſick- 
neſs. or otherwiſe; - in which neceſſity, A5ſo/ution, and the Exchariſt were , 
adminiſtred, though the Penance unfiniſhed : ( As till the. inability of any - 
further doing Penance, - to ſuch perſons as are ſuppoſed contrite, and etherwife - 
well dipoſed at the hour of death, is thought a ſufficient ground of an 1ndgl- 
cence. ). 4. Sometimes alſo fome Herozcal Act .of the Penitent was accepied 
inſtead of further Penance: As perſonsreturned from Herefe were uſually re - 
ceived into the Church upon eaſie terms, and without exacting from them the - 
Penances due to ſo great a crime, - both: for other reafons tending toadvance- - 
ment of rrue Relz;gion, and for the great Confuſion.ſuch perſons expoſed them: , 
ſelves to in the publick confeſſing and renouncing, their former Opinions; and . 
profeſſing of that Faith, they had before cenſured and condemned. Errors,that 
prejudice our #nderſtanding, being with much moredifficulty acknowledged by 
us, than thoſe S:ns, that are only the exorbitancies of our Paſſtons. So ſometimes | 
the Laſs after their having denied Chriſt, in their returning boldly to confets 4, 4. 
and ſuffer for him,were for thisindulged all the Penazge impoſed for their former 1,5, c, 14, * 
ape, þ - 2..Again, - 
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'2. Again, Such Cauſes or Matives, ia reſpect of the prblich good, antientTy 
was the honoring of Martyrs, (1. e. ſuch who had already ſuffered loſs of 
goods, limbs, tortures, for the Chriſtian profeſſion, or were impriſoned and 
deſtined to fich tortures) in conceding ſndwlgences of their Penance to ſich 
perſons, for. whom theſe petitioned, or gave their commendatory Letters, or 
Fickets: and for whom theſe Martyrs promiſed their Interceffions with God; 
and this done by the Church, to ſhew the power and value which ſhe believ- 
Ed ſuch ſufferings and intercefſions to have with God; and hereby alſo ro en- 
courage many others to Martyrdom. Such alfo was the preventing of the 
growth of Schi/mes, and the enlarging of the Catholick Faith in-the receiving 
of Hereticks uſually into the Church with muchiindulgence, and not clogging 


* Ibid, 1.9. them with ſuch great Penances as ſuch a Crime deſerved, * toencourage more 


tocome in, andpreventtheir further infecting of others. 

'Now, a ſtrict correſpondence to ſuch antient cuſtoms have the latter times 
of the Church obſerved ( in their continuing of Izdglgences) in theſe two prin- 
cipal points; 1. That ſuch 7ndzlgence be firſt toa —__ rightly diſpoſed by Re- 
pentance, ſo far as the Church can judg of it ; otherwiſe, without this, as no 
remiſſion of Sin, ſono reaſon to expedct ſuch divine relaxation of puniſhment 
to a yet impenitent Sinner. And 2. next, 2. That there be a jſt and weigh- 
ty Caxſe for granting it; elſe, it would quite ruine the Chxrch's Diſcipline, 
and abuſe the power ſhe is entruſted with, to remit the Penance, and.expect 
that God ſhould withdraw ſuch puniſhments, and change that ordinary 
courſe of his juſtice, by which he makes men ſenſible of his hate to Sin, upon 
any light and frivolous Motives, which may daily occurr. That there be 4 
cauſe, I ſay not, exactly the ſame always with thoſe ancient, forementioned, 
( a thing not neceſſary ; for, the Antient alſo, we ſee, were various ) ; but juſt 
ſtill, and judged proportionable to the quality of the Indulgence, as their's 
was. Inlatter times then, ( after a much remiſſer impoſing of Penances for 
great crimes, than was antiently, becauſe of the hardneſs of men's hearts, 
and a reluctance to receive, or bear them z when once Commutations of Pe- 
nances were become more in uſe, and Abſolation frequently, in great offen- 
ces alſo, was joined immediately with Confeſſion, and the Penance deferred 
till afterward); In theſe latter times, Iſfay, ſuch Cauſes have been a ſetting 
the Penitent, inſtead of ſuch Penances declined by him, ( which though now 
not- enjoined, yet now are as much, as antiently, due from him, as to the 
ſatisfying of the Divine Juſtice ) , upon ſome other acts of piety or devotion, 
more willingly performable by him ; and thefe eſpecially ſuch, as, by their 
rending to ſome publick and eminent good, may be more acceptable to God, 
and proportionable to the relaxation of ſuch Penances. Such as are the en- 
joyning of Almes, Prayers, Faſts, &c, for averting ſome imminent Judgment, 
or danger from the Church ; for the conquering of 1sfidels, and the Church's 

Enemies, (ſuch was the recovery of the Holy Land); for converting of Here- 
ticks, for relief of the Poor, in ſome time of greatdiſtreſs; for the building of 
Churches, Hoſpitals, or other pious Benefactions , where much necellity of 
them: And, among the reſt, this motive, not the leaſt conſiderable, (men- 


tioned alſo by Bellarmin ds Indulgent, |, 2,c, 18, ) namely an excitement of ar | 
people 
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eople t6 Contrition, and Confefſion, to Prayers, and doing Penances, "now; 


- en they reject theſe any Way propertionable to their faults, and as ſatis- 
fations of the Divine Juſtice ) at Taſt for the gaining . of the TIndylgences 
| ( which are by them ſuppoſed athuch caſier relief : the procutement of which 
Indalgences hath been much uſcd'by many wiſe and Holy Prelates ; as, name- 
| ly, by St. Carlo Borromeo,' to this putpoſe z and Tpſo uſu conftat ( ſaith Swaxex ) 
| gratiam & favoren [ndulgentiaruns tultans 6onferre ad Spiritwalem profet#um fide- Dilp. 49. $. 1] 
lium, ut m:lias ac frequentins a pectaterun vinewlss liberentur ; that men, that 
are notalready in the ſtate of Grace, rhay, by their preparation for the be= 
| nefit of the /ndxlgence, he brought theteto; and io, after a remiſſion of the E- 
| ternal puniſhment by their Contritton, and the power of the Keys, be alſo, by 
this favour, upon ſome pious work; diſcharged of the temporal, or at leaſt of 
ſome part thereof. ; | 
In theſe two things therefore, T. a worthy perſon to be indulged, 2. and a juſt $48, ' 
cauſe of ſich indulgement, the m— uſe of Indulgences runs parallel with _—_ 
the apticnt, And then the preſent difference ( which is confeſſed ) between 
the latter and former times, x. One, that the former were Indulgences of 
Pehances &yoined ; rhe preſent of the ſelf ſame Penances in the ſame meaſure due 
to God's juſtice (and to be paid now, as much as then, for obtaining from 
hitma refaxation from ſuch puniſhment; ) but, for the Penitent's indiſpoſition, 
after a long, deſuertude of ſuch a practice, not enjoined now, as formerly : 
2. The other, that thoſtwere uſually granted to ſome particular perſons, aps 
pearing penitent ; theſe indefinitely to all, but upon the ſame condition, that 
they be penitent, { which alo they muſt teſtify, by their repairing to the Sa- 
crament of Penance) , otherwiſe, they are taught, that they receive no benefir 
thereby: Now a difference 1n theſe, I ſay, ſeems to alter nothing in the fub- 
ftance of Indulgences ; and, the one way to be as neceſſary to the conſtitutwn 
of the preſent times, 4s the other was, of the antient. 
The Church's Doftrine about 1ndslgences thus delivered ; As for many o- - &. 47. 
ther Queſtions, touching the mariner how theſe /ndulgences benefit the receiv. —— 
er, whether by the way of Abſolution, or Solution ; whether with, or without, 
2 Counter-ſatisfation paid to God's Juſtice : and this when, or how, or by 
whom, paid, and the [.ke, the preſent Church is no more concerned to ſtate 
th:m, than the antient ; and what abſurdities therein may be thought to preſs 
or prejudice the one,- will as much the other. In this Author's inquiring, then, 
from what Solutions, or ſatisfactions, or Church-treaſures, theſe Indulgences 
become admitted and fatified by the Divine Juſtice, much pains, and his many 
Harries might have been fpared : the Church herein hath determined nothing; 
and he, together with Catholicks, hath the liberty to take that opinion that 
likes him beſt. Door Holden in his Reſolution of Faith, F written for in- 
forming ſuch Proteſtant Queſtioners hath told him in this matter---Cet:ra eti- 
am dnbia ſunt, © a Theologts in #'ramque partem agitata, Nimirum, An ſit 
theſanrus aliquis meritorum & ſatisfattionums in Eccleſia, cujns diſpenſator:s fint F 
Romanus Pontifex, & reliqui Ecclefie Paſtores? -An pena, que ex naturn rei & | 
coram Deo ſolvenda ſit pro peccato, five publico, ſive ſecrets, poſſit, ab alio qu 
cunque adimpleri pr modum ſolutions & ſatisfattionis debits, quam ab ipſo- 
HI 1 þ 
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® c, 17, mz} percatore? And F. Veron in his Rule of Faith * --- S;zce (faith he) nes- 
ther our profeſſion of Faith, nor the Council of Trent take any notice of this mat- 
ter, why ſhonld we preſs ſuch opinions, or propoſe wore to them [Separatiſts] thay 
theſe .cngage ws to? Here then, if this Author will grant, that. there can 
be no 1emiſſion' of ſin, or of any puniſhment thereof, (eternal or temporal, 
for ſatisfying in rigor the Divine Juſtice, but by the application of the ſu- 
: perabundant, and infinite merits and fatisfaQtion of our Lord feſus Chriſt, (a 
thing which, 1 ſuppoſe, no Proteſtant will deny) no more is deſired of him, 
or any. For the other Treaſure of the ſatisfa#ions of the Saints; though 
it-is certain, here, x. That God may, if he pleaſeth, accept the fatisfattions 
of one perion for the debr of another ( for ſo he did in our Lord's) ; and 
2. again,that, for what is imperfect in the Szint's farisfactione, he may com- 
pleat it with his Son's; yet I know no Rowan Divines that do hold any ſuch 
tatisfaCtions of $4nts in this matter abſolutely. neceſſary, but that our Lord's a- 
Jone are: all-ſafficient ; and, if the Saint's great ſufterings for their Fellow-mem- 
bers ( not to be denied ) are alſo thrown into. this, Treaſure; this is more to 
honour them, than that it needs any recruit by them.  Theſanrms Eccleſie (faith 
1 De Indulg. Suaret | } non eft ſimpl c ter neceſſarins ut Indylgentie concedantar, ſuumque ha- 
gilp. 51,-S 3+ beant effettum. And, Sicut ChriStus eft unicus Red. mptor, ita ctiam eſt per ſe ſuf 
ficiens ſine adminiculo al orum Sanitorum. And --= Won eft opu ut adjungantur 
2 ſatisfattiones ex paſſumbus Sanktorum paſſionibus.Chriſti, quaſs he per ſe non ſuſſici- 
ant. Sed hoc tum glorieſum Chriſto, a quo eft omne bonum Santtorum, tun ipfis eti- 
* De Indulg. azs Sanitis p:rhonorificum, ſaith Bellarmin *. 

I. I. C, 4. This ſaid of the Do&r.ne, proceed we to conſider the preſent Praftice of I[n- 
dulgences, and the great dammage done to Piety and Devotion thereby, which 

this Author ſocarneſtly chargeth. s 
&. 48. And here 1ſt. The Subjects of the Reman Church are generally inſtructed. 
g— that no Indulgence can benefit them, as to any remiſſion of the gu'lr cf Sin, 
asit isan injury and offence done to God ; or of the Erernal puniſhment there- 
of; or, tothe making their peace with Go#, with which theſe eternal pains 
are inconſiſtent ; but only as to the rempperal, that is ſtill retained by God after 
our.reconciliation and peace made with him, for the ſatisfaction of his Juſtice 
in ſome part, which thinks it not fit to let our former wickedneſs paſs alcoge- 
ther free from ſome temporal puniſhment, ( which, if this Author pleaſe, he 
may call Chaſtiſement ) to ſhew his hatred of fin, even when he hath received 
f'S:, 14; c.8, 20to favour the Sinner. For, as the Council of Trent, || --- Divinam clement i- 
TY am decet, ne ita nobis abſque ulla ſatufatt;one peccata dimittantur, ut occaſione ar- 
r:pta, peccatalcviora putantes, velut injur.i & contumelioſi Spiritui Santto in gra- 
wvioralabamur. [© Of which ordinary courſe of God's Juſtice, even toward 
thoſe already re-admitted into grace and friendſhip, he who doubts, may ar 
his leiſure conſider well theſe paſſages of Scripture ---Namb. 20.12. --27.12, 
I3, I4. Namb. 14.34. ---2 Sam, 12.10,13,14. ---2 Sam. 24. 10,13. ---2 King. 
20. 6, 18. compared with 2 Chron. 32. 31. ---2 Chron. 20. 37.--- 35.22, 23. 
--- 1 King. 13. 22. --- Exod. 32. 34. ( where, the puniſhment, threatned 
verſe 10. being remitted, yet others leſs than that are reſerved, whenſoever 
their new fins ſhould provoke the Lord alſo to remember the Calfe ), 7oſh. 
22, 
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22.17.--Pſal,89.31.6cc.--Prov.11.31.--Pet.q.18.--Eccl.5.4.--Pſal.98.8.-- 1Coy; 
II.31,32.--1Cor.3.15.(which text ſhews a temporary ſuffering toremain alſoin 
the next world for faults not fully exptated and accounted for here by our judg- 
ing our ſelves, that we may eſcape the judgment of God. Of which faults,cither 
in their nature, or by our Repentance, and the Sacrament of Penance rendred, 
not mortal to us, thus Ceſarius Arelatenſis 1 -- Dgicquid de iſtis peccatis redemptuns 
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|| Hom. 8, 


non fuerit ill» igne purgandum eſt, de quo Apoſtolus, 8c. Redemptum non fuerit , 


1. Ee. as he faith before, by our Penances ---- Cont:nus Orationibus, & frequenti- 
bus jejunits, & largioribus eleemoſynis, 8c. Nor is this poſthume puniſhment, 
ſince it is revealed and made known to us here, purely vindicative for fin ; 
bur, as other Temporal puniſhments here, deſign'd to excite us toa cleanſing 
and correCting betimes whatever 1s ill built by us for fear of it; and, by our 
lighter penances here, to a preventing it; And, if the preaching of Hell-ror- 
mants to come may profit us, ſo may thoſe of Pargatory): Again, atr.12.32, 
From which Text St. Axſtin collefted --- Sant quibus, etfi non in iſto, tamen rc: 
mittetur [1.e. not for the eternal, remitted always here or not at all, bur a 
temporal pain or puniſhment ] 3» furaro. * Examples alſo of ſuch temporal pu- 
niſhments, avertible or removeable by ſome penal works of our own; and 
our greater ſuffering from God, changed into thoſe leſſer from our ſelves, 
See in-fona 3. Io, compared with 7, and 8. &c. --- I King. 21. 29. ---2 Chron, 
I2.6,7.--- 33.12, I3.--- 2 King. 7. IT. compared with 2 King. 6.30. --- I Cor, 
II.31,32y I have quoted here the more Texts, to ſhew that God's Mercy 
ordinarily includes alſo fome perſonal ſatisfaction, in ſome part at leaſt, to 
his ?«ſtice, Juſtitia & pax ofculate ſunt —_— Miſericordiam & judicium cantabo 
tibi Domine : that he may be both loved, and feared. 
| They are taught therefore, that a true Contrition 1n the ſubject ( the requi- 
ſites of which ſee before $. 10. &c.) is ſtill preſuppoſed to the benefit of any 
Tndal;ence ; and that he who hopes any gain thereby, mult alſo, if in Mortal 
ſin, by the Sacrament of Pexence, render himſelf firſt in the ſtate of Grace : 
Contritts & Confeſſis being the Condition on the part of the indalzed, expreſſed,or 
implyed, *in all /ndulgences. 

As for the ordinary expreſſion in theſe Indulgences, promiſing a remiſſion of 
their ns, the firſt of this Author's hard Queſtions, ( who asks, how it contiſts 
with this Doctrine of /naulgences their reſpecting nor the fault, but the tempo- 


| De Civ. Dei 
|, 21, C, 24, 


8. 49 


——— —— 


ral puniſhment thereof) it 1s anſwered long lince by Bellarmin, || ( and.it were j De Indu'g; 
well, if this Author with his old objections would communicate to his Prote- 1. 1. c, 7, 


ſtant Readers the Catholick's 0Id Anſwers ; and to the C:tholick Readers his 
own Reply, to them: ) --- /d propterea dici, quod indalrentia Conjungitur ordi- 
yarie cum Conf: ſe 2ne Sacramentali ; & facit, #' qur per Sacramentum i enitentie, 
[ which is received as a preparation for the Indulgence ] fair abſolutus a culpa; 
per Indulgentiam abſolvatur 4 pena; and, that the ndal:enc.s ſpeak of the re- 
miſſion of 1ins, quoad penam : Or, as Suarez, * 


Abſolvit A culpa T pena; * De Incu'g, 


non quia Indul;cntia utramqn: tollat : ſed quia, ut habeat :ffetum, debet ſ«ppo- Dilp. 59.5.1, 


were remiſſam culpam, & pſa complet totins pene rem ſſionem. 
Things ſtanding thus, to what end hath this Author ſought out, andccited 


ſome teſtimonies of Rowan Writers? One ſaying ||-—.- That after [ndulgences | D, $25, | 
L | _—_— 


E. 50, 
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were grown common., niany men-did abitain lefs from evil aftions.” A ſecond; 
That they were only profitable to the Idle and Wicked. A third, That true Chriſti- 
an piety was deſtroyed by them, end that all manner of wickedneſs did fring from 
thence; and that men were effraid of committing no kind of fin, when at ſo cheap 
a rate they could purchaſe a remiſſion of them, A fourth, That, let men do what 


wickeaneſs they will, by them they ſhall be free'from puniſkment, 8&c, beſides all 
his own inveCtive ſtuff from pag. 485. to p.499. ors. 3. tos. 8, (where he 


would perſwade his Reader, that the Roman Indulgences countenance the 
impenitent to a continuance in their ſins, or promiſe to them any the leaſt re- 
lief as to their pardon). Ifay, what mean all theſe impertinencies? whenas 
Indalgences belong ta none but Juſt perſons; and none, but the already peni- 
tent and reformed ( as Catholicks are generally taught ) are at all concerned 


in, orſuccoured by, them. And it muſt be by a molt groſs and highly-calpable 


ignorance, if any heretofore have ſo far miſtaken the Church's conſtant Do- 
Qtrine of Indulgences, .as to imagine the leaſt good from them, as to their Sal- 
vation, if they either ſtill contina:d in any Mortal ſin, or afterward returned 
toit; and, if the pardon of ſuch fin were not firft procured from God by a 
ſincere repentance : There zs ( faith this Author, | after his learned Collection 
of old Indulgences ) one odd condition implird in ſome of theſe Prayers ( he ought 
to have ſaid, in all ), called being in the ſtate of Grace, the want of which may 
hindzr the effett from them ; but a duc Confeſſion with Abſolation will at any time 
ut aman into it, But, by his leave, there is another odd Condition beſides, 
which Catholicks call Contrition, or Repentance ; and, what Catholicks mean by 
it, may be ſeen before, $. 10, and 23, which this Author ( according to his 
wonted candor ) hath left out, and without which his d#2 Confeſſion and Abſo- 
{ution ſignific nothing ; and, if they have this indeed alſo to put them in the 
itate of Grace, much good may they have of their Indulgence ; for alſo Pro- 
zeſtants, and this Author hold this Contrition or Repentance of ſuch a ſtrange 
vertue, that they admir all into the ſtate of Grace, though unabſolved, or un- 

contelled, by it alone. | 
What means then ſvch a Tragical clamour againſt Roman Indylgences, as 
nouriſhing and licenſing men's fins, and as ſold dear, and greedily bought [ i. e. 
with almes, and other pious works, ] on this account ;z and at laſt deceiving 
the purchaſer? whereas, ſuppoſe them all utterly to fail, and to be meer 
frauds, they cannot be ſaid to fail to any ſuch impenitenr Sinners; they fail 
only to thoſe, that ( however this bargazn, as they eall it, proves) are alrea- 
dy in God's Grace and favour, and the ſtate of Salvation, and to whom per- 
haps the very granting ſuch Indulgence ( by reaſon of their diligent prepara- 
tion for it ) was the occaſion of bringing them into ſuch a ſtate ; and Indul- 
gences fail totheſe for nothing more, but what the ſame Indulgences pretend 
to give, viz. the remiſſion of ſome temporal puniſhment, upon which failing 
follows ſome dilation, perhaps, of the poſſeſſion of their future bliſs, whilit 
thcir Contr:tion, Confeſſion, and the pious Work they do for ſuch an Indul- 
gence, are forth-coming ſor their reward. Bur Proteſtants, denying any ſuch 
temporal puniſhment to remain, after remiſſion of the ſin, conſequently _m_ 
anrin, 


Indulgentes Vindicated. 


aſſirm, that Catholicks gain much by what they ao; and loſe nothing at all by 
what they are promſed, though the Indulgence utterly fail them. 

2ly. As Catholicks are taught, that a right diſpoſition is neceſſary in the Peni- 5: 53: 
tent, ſo, that, for the ndalgence, is allo necetſary a juſt cauſe; or motive of 
granting it, and ſome way proportionable to the quality of the penance thar is ye 
relaxed by it; #.e. acauſe prudently eſtimated more acceptable to God, and 
ſooner procuring the application of our Lord's fatisfaCtions for the remitting 
of fuch puniſhment of ſin, than ſach penances would be. Nothing is more 
obvious than this in Catholick Authors; and, upon this ground, the ſaying of 
one Pater Noſter, or giving the Almes of a penny, or the like, is not thought 
by them a ſufficient cauſe ( where is no other motive thereof) for the Church- 
Governours thereupon to concede a plenary Indglgence. Neither is it here 
pretended, that all pait /nazlgences of Popes, or others, that may be produ- 
ced, havealways therefore neceffarily had, or included ſuch a cauſe ; neither 
are Popes maintained infallible in their judgment herein---- 21a per ind:;ſcre- 
tas atque ſuperfluas indulgentias ſand, car indiſcrete, & ſuperſiue, (faith Bellar- 
min * ) niſi quia otioſe, inanes, © irrite ſunt? ] quas quidem Ecclefiarum Prelati , 1. Tndul! 
facere nou verentur, & claves Eccleſia contemnuntar , & paenitentialis ſatisfattio 1, x, c, 12, 
enervatur, decernin.us, 6c, Thus Innocentizs 3. long ago in the great Lateran 
Councilj. And S:xt#s 4. having been ſomewhat prodigal in this kind, re- 1 can, 62; 
called many Indulgences formerly conceded by him. See Extravag. Commun. 
L. 5. tit. 9.c.5, And ſo Clement 8. effaſas nims Indalgentiarum a——_ reſtrin- 


gere azgreſſus oft, ſaith Baronius+. And, of the potlibility of the failing of the + AD. 147: 


Pope himtelf ſometimes in this ſufficiency of the cauſe, thus ſpeaks a Feſwite || ; || Suarex. De 
Luamvn Pontifex expreſie declararet ſe moveri propter talem cauſam, quam repu- I"4ulg. Dilp, 
tat ſuffic.entem .:d tantam indulgentiam concedendam, non eſſet infallibile vel can- $6-'S- 3+ 
ſam eſp: talem, wil ( quod conſequens eſt ) totam indulzentiam eſſe validam. Pnuia 

tals accluratio Pontificis non eſt de doftrina ad fidem pertinente, ſed de quodams fa- 

Fo particulari, quvd ad prudentiam ſpettat ; in quo Pontifex non habet infallibilens 

aſſiſt entiam Spiritus S.n{ti, ſedin his tantum que ad dvftrinam fidei, © morum ſþ:- 

ttant, Ard, again, Quamvis Pontifex exiſtimet aut declaret tal:m cauſam ſub- 

efſe, nihilomings decipi poteſt, quia quoad hoc, prudentia, & exiſtimatione humana 


. gubernatar , poſſctque ctiam humano affettu moy:ri. Thus Suarez, comparing 


the Pope's diſpenſing in Penances with that in Vows. And thus Eſt1izs ® --=- $;, || In, 4.S:nt; 
nulla rationabils canss movente, Pontifex vel Epiſcopus Indulrentiam concederet , Oiit, 29. $. 99 
-xiſtimandam non eſt, cam alicujus efficacie, ſeuvalorts fore. What a many Teſts 
ind Sarcaſmes now hath this unſerious Writer loſt here in playing upon the 
'ope's infallibility in this matter (the chief common-place of Proteſtants when 

ceking quarrels ), perhaps content toſeem ignorant herein, that he may ſhew 

wit? Though, mean-while, the Chriſtian Humility and Obedience.in the Sub- 
zects of this Church is far from diſtruſting the prudence, or fidelity, eſpecial. 
ly of this their chief Paſtor, affiſted with fo wiſe a Coxnc:l in his diſpenting 
theſe favours; and far from weighing and diſcuſſing, whether the cauſe of 
ſuch promulgation be ſufficient, ornoz Which as it1s a thing of difficult re- 
ſolution ( where many circumſtances are to be coniidered , that are not tb 
well known to Subjects, and ſuch cauſe not expreſſed, or not totally, in the, 
E 2 Tndul- 
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Indulgence ; for, the pious work may be diverſe from the cauſe, or motive of 


þ | Fee Suarex the promulgation of ſuch apardonl) as, I ſay, it ſeems to be:a matter of diffi 


cult reſolution,ſo the aſſurance thereof (as I ſhall ſhew by and by ) is of 4rele con - 
ſequence. 

As for Indulgences their Valent quantum ſonant,: the ſonantis to be underſtood: 
not of that ſenſe which an illiterate perion, not well inſtructed, may- pofli- 
bly take them in, but with thoſe commonly-known limitations, or ſupps- 
ſitions belonging to them , and particularly thoſe now mentioned. Yalentr 
quantum ſonant. 1. To perlons rightly prepared; and, 2 if paſſed upon a juſt 
and fufficient cauſe ;- whichare, or ought, to be, common precognita,to all that 
make uſe of them: Scarce any promiſe paſſed amongſt men, bur- includes: 
ſome condition, which, being-commonly well-known, is thought not neceſlary: 
to be expreſſed. And, when we find Remitſion in the Scriptares promiſed, in 
ſeveral places, to Faith; to Almes, to the Sacrament, to the Love of God, -to our 
Forgiving our Nezhbor's ſins againſt ws, &c, I hope, we may rightly ſay , 
thele Texts wvalent quantum ſonant ; and that the Holy Ghoſt in them in-: 
tends no fraud ; and yet ſome other Conditions muſt be underſtood, which are 
commonly known, and learnt from other Scriptures, without which none of 
theſe Texts, rigidly and ſingly taken, are true, and valid. If then ſome parti- 
cular Indalgences; upon the defect of ſome condition requiſite to their validity, 
ſhould fail ar leaſt in part of what they promiſe, yet asraſhly,. and untruly, as: 
uncivilly, doth our Author therefore pronounce the Promulgator a Cheat : Be- 
cauſe one may poſſibly be miſtaken without a defign to deceive ; and this Ay-- 
thor himſelf, when in a calmer temper, may diſcover a Medium between ſpeak-. 
ing a truth, and cheating, Otherwiſe, it will follow, that himſelf allo, in all. 
he faith, is either infallible, or a Cheat. 

3ly. They are taught, that,. though perhaps there ſhould. be ſome invalidity 
in an Indulgence, by reaſon of ſome defect, in the caule, as to the full effect 
thereof , yer is not the /ndylgence therefore totally invalid ; any pious cauſe> 
whatever ſerving for a partial effect; and fo, that it would prove an overſight 
in any Chriſtian to loſe this benefit. And, if the releaſment of ſome tempo-- 
ral-puniſhment, by the omitting our penances,and the 1ndulgence's failing of its. 
full effect, be not had; yet 1ſt. Some other pious work, enyoined by the 7n-- 
dulgence, 1s performed, which hath its reward : 2ly. Whilſt ſome part of ſuch 
temporal puniſhment , that remains ſo uncompounded-for, may retard for- 
ſome time one's future bliſs ; yet his preparation to render himſelf in the ſtate 
of Grace, and fo capable of the benefit of the ndxlgence (how diminutive ſoe- 
yer this be ), may be of much more conſequence to him, than is ſuch puniſh- 
ment uncancelled ; whilſt it ſecures the main buſineſs, , z. e. his Salvation : 
and;this way, he gains much more bythe /ndxlgence, than he loſeth, another, 
21y. It isalſo very conſiderable, that the Penances now a-days remitted by 1x- 
dulgences are ſuch, as are due indeed to God's Juſtice, and theſe as great as 
ever, yet moſt of them are not now impoſed, as formerly they have been; 
and fo we ſhould have omitted ſuch a quantity of theſe Penances as is not en- 
joined (which is the moſt) as much without, as with, our receiving an 7#- 


dulgence for them, And ſo indeed it is but a ſmall penance; . that the moſt do 
| | : Ss forbear 
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forbear by gaining an A and as wuch temporal puniſhment we may 
think oma unſatisfied for, withowt ſuch Indulgence granted to us, as 
now we become anſwerable for, by any defet+ in it ; and fo, if we have no 
gain by it, neither,” is there any great loſs; I mean, from our negle&s in doing 
prnance upon the ſecurity of the Indulgence. But 4ly. No loſs there is, but a 
ſure gain by it, ifwe take care both ro perform all our penances enjoined, (in 
theſe latter times, not ſo burdenſome; nor bearing any proportion to thoſe 
preſcribed by antient Canons), andallo to gain the Indulgence by doing the pious 
works it requires for ſupplying that, wherein our penances that are performed 
may fall ſhort of the ſatisfaction due, | 
If any then ſhall urge here, that it is difficult to know the true validity of an 
Indulgence, or the ſufficiency of its cauſe, I anſwer ; As itis difficalr, ſo (I have 
fhewed here ) not much neceſſary. | 
And, laſtly, fince Indzlgences are a priviledge or favour,that none are com- * S. 55s 
pelled to make ule of, thoſe, who either ſcruple their validity, or fear a relaxa- w—— 
tion of neceſlary Chriſtian Diſcipline by them, may ler them alone, do their 
Penance, andallis well. And thoſe Proteſtants, who ſo much diſlike them, are 
welcome to ſtay in the Communion of the Church, and have none of them. Nei- 
ther had Lrether any juſt cauſe to run out of the Church, for fear Indulgences 
ſhould have gotten ſome of his money. | 
ly. Though, upon the conceſſion of a plenary [ndwulgence none are ſtrictly os; 
obliged to the performance of any penances, either thole enjgined them, or ——_ | 
others due for the-ſatisfaction of any part of the 'Temporal puniſhment of 
their ſin: Yer 1ſt. As theſe penal deeds, ſuch-as Almes, Watching, Faſting, 
and Prayers,are numbred among other good works, that are always very ac- 
ceptable to, and highly rewardable with, God, and may poſſeſs them of an 
| higher Degree of Glory, .ſo allare adviſed: to a frequentation of them till on 
this account z Which auzmentation of glory, and our furure reward by theſe pe- 
nal,as they are alſo good, works, is much more to be eſteemed, (as Card. £480 \ De$Szer P23 
obſerves || ) than the Red:mpt:on of any Temporal pain. by the benefit of Indvl: nix, Diſp, _ ; 
rences. 2. And, again, as they are any way profitable and requiſite to thoſe 8.2. * 
twoends of Penances often forementioned, # as I the begetring ofa true and ſo- 200.16 19.4 
114 Coutrition for fins paſt, without which had the very foundation of Indulgen- _ as 
c.5 fails; or 2 the cure of former vicious habits, the moderating of our paſſions, \ 
and prevention of fin for the time to come a relapſe into which in ettect as ro 
ſalvation ruines again what [ndalgexces have formerly procured; and much 
better were it for the Penitent to forgoe the Indulgence, than ſuch Penance, 
the omiſſion whereof ſhould betray him to be re-enilaved to fin ; Here alfo, I 
ſay, he is ſtill adviſed, eſpecially as he hath more reaſon to ſuſpect his pre- - 
ſent eſtate, to a continuance of ſuch Penances, notwithſtanding what-ever 
favour done him by Indalgences. [OF which matter thus P. Leymans || out of At. Lib- 
bertus Mainus--Conſultiſimum eſſe, ut ſemper tota penitentia [namely, that js en-4 - "i TR 
joined us] impleatur, quia plerumque minor, quam peccatis d:beatar,. injunita "pat 
eſt per modum medicine refſervantis arecidiua; & ſepe meertum, an Tnaulgentiam 
lucrati ſimus [touched before]; vel ſaltem, an ita plene, wut ab omni pena immu: 
nes exiſtamus, And---Penitentie, que pro peccatis mungs (olent, exigne ſunt, & 
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ſep? tantin loco Medicine ſen curationis peccatorum imperata, quas oggnimodo inz- 


- . 1De Indu'g |, plere expedit, Thus alſo Bellarmin || in anfwer to Chemnitizs, urging---Non de. 


3, c, 13, 


bere relaxari per Inaulgent ia excrcitia wirtutum, fruit penitentia, & nove vi- 
te, & carnis mortificationem, alioqui noxig & pernicioſs eſſent Indulgentia.---De 
penis ſponte fuſceptis reſpondemus ; non debere eas relaxari, quatenss atiles ſunt ad 
novitatem vite, & cagnis mort ficationem; ſed poſſe relaxari quatenus ſunt pene 
debite peccatis [i.c, poſt novitatem vitz adeptam J]. And elſewhere (faith he) 


b:: # De Tndulg. I. *--- Hoc tempore qui ſe parant ad Indulzentias conſequendas confiteri folent peccata 


IX. 


” 


Sacerdoti, & injunttam ſatisfattionem implere; nou igitur exiſtimantes, fibi tan- 
tantum injunttas penitentias condonari, ſed alias longe majores. | 

I faid here, The Penitent, notwithſtanding Indulgences, is adviſed to per- 
form his penances impoſed ; but ſome Roman Doctors ſay, obliged, it ſuch Pe- 
nances be expreſly impoſed by his Confeffor, not as fatisfactory or vindicative 
for fin paſt, but as judged by him morally neceſſary for preſerving him from 


FDe Pznit.D, future. [ Of which thus S#arcz t. Cm. in Penitentia injuntta duplex ratio inve 


: $0. S. 2, 


8? 57, 


Pe an 


Ip. 5:6, 


'mirs poſſit, nim:;rum vinditte, © medicine preſervantts, quamwis ex Vi Indulgen- 
tie ceſſet ſatisfattio Sacramentali; ſub priori ratione, non tamen (ub poſteriori, fr ſub 
illa poſita ſit. —— 2uia Indulgentia tollit debitum ; non tamen toll. tur mater:a ſeu 
neceſſitas medicing. Again, |—— 1ntell;zgendum eft per has Tndulgentias remitti P4- 
nitentias inopoſitas, ut ſatisfatt.ve ſunt, non ut med:cinales ; quia Indalzentia non 
datur in deſtruttionem, ſed in edificationem animarum. And-—Hzss temporibus, 
confiderato modo quo penitentie imponi ſolent, raro vel nunquan omittcr: licct pe- 
nitentias impoſitas propter Indulgentias : quia revera imponuntar lcwiſſime peniten- 
tie, & que vix ſuſſiciunt per modum medicine]. And that paſſage of Card, Bellar- 
min, Inaulg, 1. 1.Cc.7. teems much to confirm this; ——1nterdum ctiam Pon- 
tifices (faith he) #n liters Inaulgentiarum praſcribunt, ut Sacerdot «s injungant pe- 
nitentias ſalutares iis, qui indulgentiam conſequi deſiderant ——Relaxare aut m non 
intendunt penitentias illas ſalutares, quas jubent impont ]. And thoſe DoCtors 
of a contrary opinion, yet grant an obligation {till of the Penirext's perfor- 
ming them, though not from the Przeſt's injunCtion, yet from the moral ne- 
ceſſity of the thing as to avoiding ſin, See Card. Lugo, De Sicram. Panttenr. 
D. 27. s. 2. who allo concludes — Conſrlenaaum ſemper efſe penitenii ut opera 
empoſita, quoad fieri poſſit, adimpleat ; nec d:bere penitentias omitti inaulgen! ia- 
rum occaſione, quia illa opera impoſita etiam fucrunt a medico ex aſd. rio {alatr, 
& quia proſunt ad meritum ; quod plurts facicndum eft, quam redemptio pena tem- 
poralis. 
As Indulgenses therefore are a great conſolation to Chriſtians in reſpect of 


| the Temporal Puniſhments, or Penances, for removing them, ( longe ma- 


Jores, as Bellarmin, than thoſe enjoined ), that they are hable to by their for- 
mer ſins; ſo are they by prudent Chrittians made little or no uſe of for the 
omiſſion of any Penances, they can well perform, in their having a continual 
eye tothe other two ends now named, which muſt be made good for reaping 
any benefit by an Indulgence ; and to the third alſo, for the advancinz of their 
fature happineſs, And this, which is ſaid here, may, L ſuppoſe, ſatisfie the 
Ozzettion of our Author, j— that by Indulgences Catholicks are excuſed 


from doing the beſt parts of their Religion, viz, Severe Mortifications, Fa- 
ſtings 
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ings, Prayers, Almes, &c. Which, 1ſt, If it have any ſtrength in it, hoſds 
as much againſt ancient /ndxlgences, as the modern; nor preſſeth it the 
one more than the other, both thefe remitting the like penal SatisfaCtions. 
ly. So far as ſuch penal works are neceſlary, as other good works, to the 
purchaſe, or augmentation, of eternal happineſs; or to repentance for ſing 
paſt; or to leaving off ſin for the future, . none are difſwaded from them 
by Indalgences; but on the contrary, for the ampler partaking of the be- 
nefit of the [ndxigence, are adviſed to, and alſo enjoined, them. Lather 
and Chemniti#s long ago moved the fame Objection, and Bellarmin long ago 


gave ſuch an Anſwer, + which this Author, (as his uſe is) inſtead of confuting, + De Indulg.1; 


conceals. 2,C.I,and |. 3, 


Fly. It ſeems alſo reaſonable (for which ſee Eſtius in 4. Sent. diſt. 20. $. Io, 6 13: . 
and Layman Moral. Theol, I. 5.7. traft. 5.c. and the Authors referred fo by $» 58, 
them), ſince a much greater Penance by a plenary ndylgence is remitted to 
one, than to another, as ſuch is a greater ſinner; or, being an equal offen- 
der, hath formerly done leſs Penance for his fin; and confidering that the piows 
works, enjoined, are not varied proportionably to the different debts of thoſe 
perſons, whoare by the Indulgence equally releaſed, reafonable, Iſfay, That 
there be ſuppoſed in the Suſcipient ( to obtain the full effeCt of the Indmlyence ) 

a proportionable preparation, mortification, and degree of Contrition, to dif- 
poſe him for it, according to his greater offences formerly, and ſmaller hu- 
miliation for them; [To this purpoſe, Bellarmin, || on St. Cyprian's ſaying || De Pzoit.1.3, + 
*  Duam magna deliquimus, tam granditer defleamus, comments thus ——Nou = 5 q 
ranificat dolorem abſolute offenſioni equandum eſſe, quod fieri non poteſt; Sed |, EY 
I'S x : p : apals, 
proportionem illam inter p:ccata & dolorem dz peccatis eſſe debere, ut d: majore 

eccato magis, de minore minus doleamus. And || Periculum eſt, ne homo | lb. c,11, 
ſe ipſe fallat, & dum in ſe acrem & intenſam contritionem excitare non ſatagit, 
revera ne appreciative quid:m toto cord? crimina deteſtetur. And Non ne- 
gamus ( ſaith Lugo || in anſwer allo to the Fathers) exped:re, ut peccator | De Penir, 
con:tur ſumma intentione dolere, ut certior fit penitentia, 8c; In quo ſenſu de- Dilp. 2.8. 7: 
b-ut accip! Patres, qui Summum dolorem exigunt. — — And Concil. Trident. 
* —— Sane & Divine Fuſtitie ratio exigere videtur, ut aliter a Domino in Gra- *$efl, 14, c. 8, 
Ham YCIPLantur qui ante Baptiſmum per ignorantiam d-l:yquerint ; aliter vero, qus 
ſemel a peccatis & Demons ſervitute liberati, & accepto Spiritus Sanili dona , 
ſcientes templum D:t vi-lare, & Spiritum Sanltum contriſtare non formidav:- 
rixt. Which reaſon ſeems to hold as much for ſorrow for ſin, as for ſatis- 
faction ; eſpecially, if we conſider the like expreſſion, 1b1id. c. 2. non ſine 
magnis noſtris fletibus & laboribus, &c.” 

Reaſonable allo it ſeems, that, where the pious work is indefinitely pro- 
poſed, as, for inſtance, the giving of Almes, without any certain quantity 
expreſſed, this work ſhould be performed to ſuch a degree, as ſeems more 
to ſute with the greater favour any one receives; knowing this, that the 
diſpenſations of God's Mercies by the Church Governours ( who are entruſt- 
ed in them, as Stewards, and not as Lords) ought to be adjuſted, as much 
as may be, to the receiver's different capacity thereof. And, if it be ſaid 


here, that this leaves one uncertain of a due preparation , and fo, of the 
full 
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full effe& of the Indulgence: I anſwer, that every one is left uncertain-in 
a greater matter, than this, reſpeQing ndxlgences ; namely, in his havinga 
true Contrition, and being in the ſtate of Grace. 

8. 59: - Here, then, we ſee Motives enow, ( withont denying Indulgences wa- 
—— tere quantum ſonant, as it is expounded before, and this language 1s ordina- 
rily underſtood ), for Bellarmin's prudent man both to receive and make 
. Uſe: of all the Indxlgences he can procure., nor lightly to diſtruſt either the 
judgment or fidelity - of thoſe to whom our Lord hath committed the dif- 
penſing of them; and that alſo, 1 for the non-certainty of his own due 
preparation, and 2 the danger of a relapſe, and 3 the advancing his juſtifi- 
cation and future reward, and alſo 4 as the ndxlgence may pollibly not be 
grounded on a cauſe ſufficient, as to the total effect thereof; that, I ſay, 
Bellarm, de for ſome of theſe reaſons Simual (| :. e. together with his making uſe of 
Indulg 1,T: the Indulgence] etians fludeat dignos penitentie fruttus ferre, [ which clauſe 
So this Author omits } ac. pro ſuis peccatis Domino ſatisf.icere, Of which the 
Cardinal gives theſe very reaſons in the ſame Paragraph, Ad tertium— Dnia 
(faith he ) poteſt fieri, ut aligquando Indalgzentia non ſortiatur effeftlum, ob de- 
fetum ejus qui illam ſuſcipit ; vel 0b defettum authoritatts in eo, qui illam con- 
cedit ; wel o defettum cauſe. Et Chriſtiauu populns non ignorat ad fidem:-per- 
tinere, quod fit in Eccleſia poteſtas indylgentias concedendi; non autem, quod in 
particulari non poſſit fieri, ut mndulgentia vel non ſit rata, vel non profit. Ashe 
#De'Penit. faith elſewhere of receiving the Sacraments _--*:24ia nemo certo ſcire poteſt 
b. 2, C. 14. ſe veram contritionem habuiſſe ; itaque, ut quis de adepta indulgentia ſecarior ſit, 
" debet etiam omnia illa remedia adhibere, que Dens ad peccata purganda inſtituit. 
Which Reaſons of the Cardinal our Author, ( making his. prudent man, for 
' feveral pages, the ſubject of his mirth inſtead of refuting (as his cuſtome 

is) omits. For, indeed, they would quite ſpoil his ſport. _ 
'S, 60, 6. For ſeveral Absſes that have been, or are ſtill,” found in the w/e of 7#- 
TT dulgences; As they are by Proteſtants, and by this Author particularly, much 
exagitated, ſo they are by Catholicks confeſſed, and deplored. J1nnocent the 
39. in the. great Lateran Council held 4. D. 1215. Can. 62. complains of 
Tndulgences wndiſcrict and ſup-rfluous, [1. e. inanes & irrite, ſaith Bellarmin | 
guibus penitentialis ſatisfattio enervatur ; and of the miſ-behaviours of the 
.Dueſtors, or Colleftors in thoſe days. Cl ment the 5th. in the Council of 
Vienna, held A. D. 1311. cenſures the evil practices of thoſe times much 
+ Conftit, C!e= more. 4 Part of which Conſtitation I will here tranſcribe; to ſhew the Rea- 
ment, |.5.tit.9- der, that the blame, laid on the. Pope and the Charch, was the fault of the 
al | wicked Miniſters and under-Officers of the inferior Clergy, tro whom the pu- 
bliſhing of Indxlgences, and collection of the people's Almes for ſome publick 
pious uſes, was committed ; and that /zaxlzences, as by theſe, as well in 
their Sermons, as colleCttions, miſrepreſented to the people and perverted, are 
fo much inveighed againſt by ſeveral Roman Writers. --- Czm2 al:qui ( laith 
he there) ex hujaſmods; Lueſtoribus, [ of whom he ſaid a little beforc,--- los 
in ſuis predicationibus ſimplices decipere, & aurum extorqu:re in animarum pe- 
riculum, & plurimorum ſcandalum | ficut ad noſtram anudicntiam eft perlatum , 


nop ſine multa. temeritatis audacia, & dcceptione multiplici animarum , .indul- 
| | gentias 
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entias populo; motu ſuo proprio , de fatto concedant ; ſuper wotis diſpenſent ; & 
rarer Lonnie, & peccatis aliis fibi confitentes abſolvant ; male fr) ep yg 


certa ( data (ibi aliqua pecunie quantitate) remittant; tertiam aut quartam 
partem. de paenitentiis injunttis relaxent ; animas tres, wil plures parentum v:4 
amicorum illorum, qui cleemoſynas eis conferunt, de purgatorio ( ut aſſerunt men- 
aaciter ) extrahant , & ad gaudia paradifs perducant ; benefattoribus lecorum , 
quorum Dueſtores exiſtunt , remiſſionem plenariam peccatorum indulgeant ; & 
aliqui ex ipſis eos a pena & a culpa (ut corumverbis utamur ) abſoluant. Nos, 
abuſus hujuſmodi, per quos cenſura-vileſcit Eccleſiaſtica, & claviam Eccleſia au- 
thoritas ducitur in contemptum, omnimode «boleri wolentes, inhibemas, &c. Laſt- 


ly, the Council of Trent, | after the loft labour of ſeveral precedent Comn- || Sell. 21: £9, - 


cils to reform theſe perſons, ( who alſo gave to great ſcandal to Lxther and 
his followers) quite abrogated this Office , and the priviledges belonging 
thereto; and hath committed the publiſhing of ſuch /zdzlgences, and colle- 
tion of Charities to the: Ordinary of the place, and two of the Chapter join- 
ed with him, to be done nulla prorſus mercede accepta; i. e. when theſe Alms 
are directed to ſome certain publick work; and not left tothe people's own 
diſtribution of them, to what-poor and neceflitous perſons themſelves think 
good, in ſuch a quantity., as every - one's devotion ſhall move him to; as 
in many 1ndalgences:they are ; where we ſee, that all the Sales, Harveſts, 
Trading, - Avarice, : Cheating'of the Pope and his: Huckſterys, occurring almoſt 
in every page of our Author's diſcourſe, comes only to this; the relieving 
of ſome poor, and the occaſioning of ſome-deeds of Charity to the rich, 
where themſelves judge it beſt beftow'd. And doth this Author think, in 
this liberty he- takes to ſay what he pleafes, that, if words ſpoken, words 


alſo: printed, and thoſe ſomewhat more than enwuam dgzz ſhall not be called agar, 12. 36} 


to an account? Bur, ſuppoſe it be a Collection of the people's Charity for 
fome publick work, as the building of a Church, or Hoſpital, the maintaining 
of a Fuſt War againſt ſome Enemy and opprefſor of Chriſtianity, and this a- 
Mounting to ſome vaſt ſum of money; may every one therefore take the 
liberty to charge the Pope, or the Church's Prelates with fraud, covetouſ- 
neſs, putting all, or a great part thereof in their own Coffers, and pretend- 
ing only, not intending, a publick benefit, at pleaſure, and without proof ? 
Or, think this-a ſuiſicient ground, if he can find any malecontented Catho- 
lick that hath ſaid ſuch a thing before him? Or, this being a truth, may 
he therefore deny the lawfulneſs of [ndzlgences, and defame the C:#rch that 

allows them, upon ſuch a Perſonal faulr ? | 
Perſonal abuſes in /ndzlzenges are granted, whilſt the Doftrine and Pra- 
Ctice allowed by the Church are juftifted. A good Catholick this Author 
may be, and be obliged to believe, no more than now he doth, ſeveral 
things, which in this diſcourſe he eagerly oppoſeth. Doth he condemn 
conceſſions of 1zdxlgences for frivolous cauſes, and ſome flight work ? So'do 
the Catholick Authors. And doth he not hold the Pope's judgment to be 
znfallible in theſe? Neither do they. Is he for no Treaſure of the Church? 
If the infinite and inexhauſtible treaſure of the Merits and fatisfacti-ns of 
our Lord eſus Chriſt be only allowed by him, the Ryman Divines hold no 
F 0s LET other 
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other Treaſure weceſary. Will he have Tnaulgences only remit Canonical ' Pe. 
nances? Thoſe Authors, that hold ſo, are not cenſured by the Rowan Church, 
Doth he think, that ſome of the Roman Doctors, in their ſtating of 1ndul- 


gences, having ſwerved from the Doctrine of the axcient Church ? He may 


enjoy the Church's Commnnion, and hold with others of them thoſe tenents. 
that pleaſe him better, I have here frequently quoted ſeveral of them, to 


ſhew that nothing here ſaid by me 1s fisgalar. Doth ſuch a frequency of 


Tndulgences, as ruines ChurcL-Diſcipline ,, and renders the Power of the Keys 
contemptible, difpleaſe him ? So doth it-the Comncil of Trent, || .( deſiring 
a greater moderation therein, and a redudction to the pattern of Antiquity J: 
So hath it likewiſe done. ſeveral Popes, as is ſaid before, Doth he deteſt 


the baſe Arts, and miſ-informatians of the people, : for filthy lucre's ſake, 


promiſing them much more than [ndxlgences extend to, or the Church's 
Doctrine warrants? So have Coxncils, and Popes, as I have ſhewn, cenſur- 
ed and endeavoured to ſuppreſs them. Are ſuch complaints of the abuſe of 
Indulgences made now? So were they in St. Cypriay's time. Of which he 
faid *---Irrita pax: pernicioſa dantibus, nihil profutura accipientibus. And 
--= || Ea concedere =_ in p:rniciens vertuntur, decipre eft : ncc crigitur fic lap- 

dgence ] ſed per Dei offenſam mags impellitur ad ruinam. 
But not, therefore, for ſuch abuſes,. the uſe of 1#dulgencesto be abrogared. 
To conclude; the preſent allowed prafice of Indalgences, by occafioning the 
examinarion of men's Conſciences, and a fenſe and ſorrow for their ins, 
a repairing to the Sacraments, and performing many Penances, ſeems ra- 


ther to improve Chriſtian Diſcipline, (as the times are now degenerated 


from the ancient ) than to impair it; And ordinarily, by the /ndxlged his 
diſpoſing of his own Alms, this practice is ſufficiently cleared from Covet- 
ouſneſs, Bargains, Sales, Cheating, this Author's main charge. Again, the 
Deo&rine of the Church concerning them is very compendious, and general: 
Nor is there any part of this Author's Book, wherein ſo much may be grant- 
ed him, without violating any thing taught by /t. And, as no Point com- 
monly is more baited by Proteſtaxts, than this of Indalgenczs, ſo none {eems 
to afford them leſs pretence of diſcontent, or to give leſs cauſe of depart- 
ing from the Church's Communion ; ( yet this is ſaid to be the firſt, that 
occaſioned that of Lath:r, and the Reformation ); ſince it is a Priviled-e, 
or Favour, that none are compelled to make uſe of, and thoſe who have any 
fears, or ſcruples concerning it, and therefore wonld have. no Iudwlgences , 
may let them alone, do their Penances, andall is welt. 

And here I might well paſs by the Fifteen @neſft:ons, every one alſo con- 
taining many S#b-.Qweſtions in it, . with which .this Author || concludes his 


9; Diſcourſe of Indulzences, and ſaith, the Roman Doctrine of Indulgexces with 


a touch of theſe flies in pieces like a Glaſs-drop, ( though this Dodtrine hath 
been touched by the chiefeſt of theſe 2ueſtions long ago, asked by Lnther, 
Calvin, Chemmitixs, and others; and the Catholick's Anſwers.to them, ſeem 
to have made them vaniſh away like ſo many water-bubbles : Neither hath 
this Author, for all his terrible and deſtructive touches, had the courage to 
touch theſe Anſwers), Theſe, Ifay, I might paſs by, having already ſpoken 

| to 


Indulgences Vindicated! 


toall that ſeems material, and-pertinent therein, in the precedent Diſcourſe, 


Befides; He that maintains a thing as a point of his Faith, cannot therefore 
reaſonably be obliged to reſolve all manner of 2zeſtions, that may be put 
concerning it; It is ſufficient, that he hath a good evidence of ſo much, as he 
doth, or is obliged to maintain; or, as the Church hath determined. Many 
queſtions may be asked, wherein there appears not light enough for giving a 
certain reſolution ; and this anſwer only needs be returned to them, that, to 
maintain all that the Charch, or our Faith requires, it is not neceſſary to an- 
ſwer them. Many Queſtions there are concerning [u4xlgences ſtated Pro and 
Con by learned Catholicks, whilſt all of them agree in the lawfulneſs and be- 
nefit of them; and, who doubts of the Zoly Trinity, becauſe he cannot clear 
all difficulties about it ? Biſhop Azdrews thought it a good Anſwer to Bellar- 
29in concerning the Real Preſence, Preſentiam credimus non minus quam 
vos veram. De moas praſentis nil temere d:finimus:; And eſpecially this liberty 
may be claimed, when this Author isin ſuch an unſerious and drolling humour, 
with which, in-ſuch ſacred matters, his Adverſary hath no inclination to a 
correſpondence, asking ſuch 2weſtions as theſe : What ſatisfattion God's Zuſtice 
receives for remitting 4 temporal puniſhment upon an Indulgence granted, where, 
when, how, by whos, it is paid? in what way the payment is made? whether ſo much 
ready caſh of the Church's Treaſure [1. e. of our Lord's ſufferings for us ] zs paid 
down upon the nail, according to the proportion of every onz's fins, [or temporal 
puniſhment ]; or, God zs told, where ſuch a treaſure lics, and bid go and ſatisfie 
himſelf for ſo much as i to be diſcharged of the Debt? Bur, indeed, ſuch extrava- 
gant Interrogatories made in theſe Spiritual matters, asif the Church's trea- 


ſure were kept under lock and key, and counted, like money, out of a bag. - 


are rather to be contemned, than replied to. Yet, that this Author may not 
pleaſe himſelf too much therein, or his Proteſtant Reader over-value them, I 
{hall return to them briefly that which I conceive ſufficient ro undeceive him, 
(giving here only the ſum of them, and leaving the Reader to view them more 
at large in the Book ). | 

To the Firſt. Why in 4 plenary Inaylgence the expr:ſſion runs, Remiſſion and 
Pardon of all their fins, when the Indulgence relates only to the Temporal puniſh- 
ment th:rcof? The Anſwer is ſet down before $. 49. Kemiſſion of in is mentio- 
ned inthe ludulgence, becanſe an Indulgence always fſuppoſeth remifſion of 
the ſin ( quoad cnulpan or offenſans ), and of its eternal puniſhment by the uſe 
of the Sacrament of Penance, that 1s joined with the Indulgence; and then 
ir compleats all quoad penar too, in remiſſion alſo-of the temporal puniſh- 
ment. 
Tothe Second. How any puniſoment of the fanlt can be ftill due, when the fault 
7s already pardoned? R. One would think our Author had never heard of Rea- 
tus culpe, and pene; or, rather, he knew, the Lady had not. By Remiſſion 


-of the Sin, Catholicks mean, of the Enmity it puts between God and the Sin- 


ner, whereby he's again received into his favour, with which is allo always 


neceſſarily joined the remiſſion of the Eternal Puniſhment ; the retention of 


which cannot conſiſt with our reſtitution into his friendſhip, as the retention 
of tome temporal puniſhment may, The fin then, as to this exmzty, wholly 
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pardoned, yet, as to its puniſhment, -is remitted only- in part ; ant-in part 
ſill un-remitred, and to be anſwered-for. As a Parent, ſtraight, upon a-Child's. 
confeſſion of a fault,moving. him to pity,re-admits him-into his loſt favor(which-: 
wecall forgiving his fault; and do learn this Language from what Nathan 


| >$54m. 12. 13- ſaid from God to David, confeſſing—- Dominus tranſtalit peccatum tuum) but 


nevertheleſs, after this, for many good ends, corrects him for. it, as God did 
David,ver. 14. --- Propter hoc, filizs qui natus eſt tibi, &c. And ſo faith the, 
Pſalmiſt of the Children of 1ſrael in the Deſert || --- Domine Deus noſter, tw pro- 
pitins fuiſti ers, [there is pardoning the ſin, and yet], & mlciſcens in omnes ad- 
znventiones eorurs, [1. e. the temporal-puniſhment of their pardoned fins he 
there inflicted on them, not-entring into the Land of promiſe, &c]. Perhaps 
this. Queſtioner may better comprehend this, if I ſet ithim down in the Expli- 


*Exam.Conc: cation of a Proteſtant, Chemnitins.|— Fids propter Chriſtum,. accipimus ſimul. 
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remiſſionem culpe & pena aterne, Sed, quod ad penas temporales in hac ta at- 
rinct, poſt acceptam remiſſionem peccatorum ſubjiciuntar | juſtificati }.in hac vita 
vel communibus calamitatibus, vel peculiaribus pents propter certa ſeu privata que: 
dam. peccata, Ot Adam, David, Populus Iſracl,. Miriam. Teſtantur 1d:ms 
calamitates Baptizatorum poſt Baptiſmum. OFvtenaunt etiam. Scripture exempla, 
Deum aliquando T poſt r:conciliationem, ſeu remiſſionem, quibuſdam. ſingulares pe: 
nas ob peccata in hac vita imponere, quanquam hoc non ſit univerſale. —Scrip'ura e- 
tiam dicit, d:reconciliatis; Corpus mortuum eſt propter peccatum,Rom. 8. And 2, 
Reg. 12, 2xia feciſts hoc, &C.—-—Non quaſs Deus illis noudwuyn ſatis ſit reconcilia- 
#115, ſea aliquid offenſe retinucrit, etiam poſt datam remiſſionem peccatorum,; Sed il- 
lis imponuntur ad caſtigationem ſui, & ad exemplum aliorum: Ne, accepta recon- 
ciliatione, obliviſcantur, quanta ſit abominatio pecca'3, © que magnitudo ire Dei 
adverſm peccatum. Thus he. 

To the Third. What temporal puniſhment remains-to be ſatisfi:d for by ws , 
from which we may be freed by Indulgences ? R. We can be freed only from 
thoſe temporal puniſhments by /zalzences, from which we may by our Pe: 
nances. Ifasked, from what temporal puniſhments our penances may relieve 
us? lanſwer; from ſuch, as God purpoſeth to inflict on any here, or here- 
after, in this world, or the next (if he ſpare us here ),in relation toour parti- 
cular perſonal and aftual ſins, unleſs our own penances and humiliations do 
prevent them. But, then, ſpeaking of this preſent life, where many, ſuffe- * 
rings and afflictions happen to Chriſtians upon many other accounts, than the 
puniſhing and chaſtiſing them for ſome former fins ; and where ſome of thoſe 
alſo, that are inflicted for former fins, may be not upon any humiliation or 
penances avertible ; which, or of what kind thoſe be, that are avertble ; or 
whether of any kind ſome, but not others; God only knows, not we, As 
for Death taken in general, it is a puniſhment-of Original ſin, not remove- 
able by Penances ; but, for any thing we know, a premature, or.ſome other 
kind of death, to ſome particular perſons, may. Mean-while, that Penances, 
Humiliations, Faſtings, Watchings, Prayers, Alms, &c ( ſuch as the Nine- 
wvites uſed) may reſcue us ſrom ſome temporal puniſhments for our ſins, that 
God would otherwiſe inflict , ſurely this Author will not deny ; For, the 
Proteſtants to ſuch an end appoint certain days of Humiliation, I now _ 
= 4 a ___ deman 
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demand of him, Whether. fuch' our 'humiliations free us frow all tevporal pw 


niſhments, or. only ſome' one kind? Whether diſeaſes, pains and death, be not part 
of the temporal puniſhment of fin; and whether men may be freed from —_ by 
ſuch hamiliations ? Whether from the effets of the 7aſtice of God in extraor NAY 
wdgments ? if not , how can a man by ſuch humiliations be ſaid to be freed 
from the tem oral puniſhment of fin, that 1s as liable to it as any one elſe? The an- 
{wer here, fitted to our humiliations and penances, will ſerve as well for [ndgl- 
ences from ſuch penances, And ſo' Leave his own Anfiyer to fatisfic his own 
Objection. 20000 q | 
To the Fourth. If freed from only one ſort of the temporal puniſhment of ſin,what ſort 
that.is; that the Indulged may know, what puniſhment he us freed from? R.The anſwer 
to.the former Queſtion ſatisfies alſo this. I ſay, then, again : The freedom is 
from ſuch temporal puniſhment of ſin, as the Divine Juſtice purpoſed to inflict, 
unleſs prevented herein by our penances. I add here, which puniſhments, what, 


or how many, they ſhall be, as none can tell the Indulged, fo neither is he concer-- 
ned to know; he certainly gaining by the Izdzlgence, ſo long as the pious work 


performed by him is ofa leſs valae, than the puniſhment remitted to him, Howe- 
ver the Roman Authors be divided in opinion, all maintain. to the truly penitent 
2 certain benefit by a /awful Indulgence. | 

To the Fifth, J/f it be from Canonical Penance that one ts freed, whether be be 
wholly freed frans the obl'gation of that, or no? and, if he be, what power the Prieſt 
hath to enjoin Penance after it? [j, e, as underſtand him, after a perſon is admit- 
ted to the benefit of the /ndwlgence J.. I Anſwer: . After the gaining of the 1n- 
dalrence, the Prieſt hath no power to enjoin any more penance for fins commit- 


red before it, & e. in order to the ſatisfaction. of any temporal puniſhment due. 


thereto. 

Tothe Sixth. Why the ſatisfattion of Chrift might not as well remit th: tempor al 
paniſhment at that time, when the fault is remitted upon the account of this ſatisfutti- 
on, as afterward by Indulgences? R. It might, had God ſoplealed to remit to 
linners, offending him more highly by a relapſe from their Baptiſmal Grace, 
thoſetheir.ſins, and all-rhe puniſhments by his Juſtice belonging to them, at 
once. But that the Divine Wiſdom, for many good ends, defat#o:doth nor re- 
mit all the puniſhment together with the fin, appears from the Texts alleaged 
before $. 48. | 

Thisto his ſix firſt Dueſtions, wherein he ſeems a little more ſerious. The 0- 
ther Nine, that remain, are all ſpent about the Church's Treaſure, as it relates 
tothe ſatisfying the Divine Juſtice for the Indylgences conceded by the Church; 


To allwhich it were ſufficient to return him that little ſhort anſwer 'of Door | 8. 47. De -- 


Holden.mentioned before : j——Catera omnia dubia ſunt, &C. — Nimirum, an 1" api - 
2.C. 6, 


fit theſaurus aliquis meritorum © ſatisfattionum in Eccleſia, cujus d;ſpenſatores ſint 
Roman Pontifex,..& reliqui Eccleſie Paſtires., - | he Councilof Fr#nt.(as Doctor 


Taylor obſerves) hath (aid nothing of ſuch a Treaſare : neither is it more ne- 
ceſlary to be diſputed now, as, to the benefit of Iudalgences, thanin Saint Cy- 

rian's time, There was no remiſſion, then, or now, from any-pain or pe- 
nance of ſin, but through the merits and ſatisfattions of our Lord; and either 
their Indulgences are liable to the ſame Qyeſtions, or, our's exempr. - 


And 


thus.. - 
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thus] might diſmiſs all: the following. Bar, becauſe they may nat ſtem te 
ſome of greater concernment, op gravity,. than indeed they are, I ſhallalfo 
conſider them. And, this Treaſure being. ſaid to conſiſt partly of the ſatis- 


fa#+0ns of our Lord, - partly of his Saints, I-fhall apply my ſelf firſt to thoſe. 


things that are queſtioned by him concerning our Lord's fatisfaftions,in his 7,8, 
9, 14th.Queſtions ; and then to thoſe concerning the Saint's in Qu. To.xr1r.12,13. 


Concerning the former of thele ſatisfaitions. This is certain,. that the great, 


rich, and inexhauſtible Treaſure of Chriſtians, and. of the Church, (I call it 
the Church's Treaſure, becauſe our Lord diſpenteth it by the Church's Mini- 
ſtry)by which our Redemption from Sin, andall its puniſhments, is purchaſed, 
are the Merits and Satisfattions of Chriſt. And this Treaſure is not disburſed 
and laid out promiſeuouſly. for all ſinners whatever, bur thoſe only, on whom, 
rightly prepared and diſpofed,. the Succellors of our Lord, by his appointment, 
do confer the Sacraments, inſtituted by. him for remitfion of ſin. - Here, there- 
fore, we will ſuppoſe this Sacrament to: be Bapti/ase, Upon the adminiſtra- 
tion whereof, to the baptized, by the Miniſtry of the Clzrgy, are applied the 
Merits and fatisfaCtions of Chriſt tendred to, and accepted by, God's Fuſtice 
for the remiſſion of their Sins, and all puniſhment thereof, Eternal, or Tem- 
poral. No Proteſtant, I ſuppoſe, gain-ſaying this, Now I beg leave to return, 
to this Author, his own L2xeſtions, the better to make 'appear the great levity 
and vanity of them ; only changing the ſubject, and asking them nor concern- 
ing [ndulgences, but Baptiſme ; wherein this Author muſt grant this Treaſure 
of our Lord's ſatisfa&tions, to the rightly prepared, to be applied for remiſſi- 
on of fin, and its puniſhment ; ſo that they may every whit as well be asked 
of the one, as of the other. And, then, what Anſwers he thinks fit to give con- 
cerning the one, he and his party may take the ſame alſo for the other. And, 


if he will warrant .them for ſatisfactory, -I hope he will think better of the - 


Roman Dottrine concerning the Cherch's-Treaſure, according to his promiſe ||. 
To begin, then, with the Seventh Queſtion. Here, preſuppoſing that our 
Lord's fatisfaCtions are intinite, and not ſo exhauſted by the diſcharging to 
God's Juſtice the debr of the fins, and puniſhments, of allthoſe baptized hi- 
therto, but that there remains great plenty of them that may ſtill be applied 
in the bapt:ſme of others, and ſtill be redundant ; this, I ſay, being true, and 
clear, Idefire this Author would tell me, ( repeating here the particular inter- 
rogatories of his 7th. 2nuecſtion )How, here, the parts of Chriſt's ſatufattion come 
fo be divided into that which was neceſſary, for thoſe already baptized, and that 
which is redundant ftill for others ; and part of theſe be neceſſary to ſatisfie for the 
fault,another partredundant,or remaining,to ſatisfie for the temporal or eternal pu 
niſhment thereof ? Whether in general Chrift in his Patlion and Sutferings did any 
more than God required? Whether any thing of that , all which God required, 
canbe ſaid to beredundant? If there be, how ſome part comes to be applied already, 
and the other to remain. ſtill for others in the Church's Treaſure? What parts can 
be made of an infinite and entire ſatisfattion? {| Where note; that, ſpeaking of 
the application-of our Lord's ſatisfactions, part, or the whole, no other lan- 
guage is, -or needs to be uſed in /ndulgences, than in Baptiſme. Let the entire 


Aatisfaction of our Lord be applied to one Sinner in Baptiſme, ſoas it remains 
entire 
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entire alſo fill, for another; and be applied entire for remiſſion of ſin inBap- 
time, ſo as it remains entire alſo for remiffionof-the puniſhments belonging 
toſin, temporal, or eternal ; and, afterall, thatever hereafter ſhall receive 
baptiſine, that it remains entire ſill, ( becauſe infinite ), for infinite more 
perſons, if they were in being ; andthatit beſo beſtowedentire already, that 
frill it remains entire to be beſtowed ;: and all-is well, For, -as Suarez * an- 
fwers to the filly queſtion, In what place this Treaſure is kept ?—— Res ſpiri- 


twalis eft & moralis, non in material; loco, fed in drvina acceptatione & preſentia 


exiſtens : ſo may I concerning its parts Res/prritualis eft, non habens partes,Gtc. 


And it is this Author here, in making ſuch queſtions, troubles us with theſe No- 


tions; How it is divided? where kept ? when, and how much, paid? &c. To 
proceed now in hisqueſtions ] And if ſo little be neceſſary forall already baptized, 
what needs ſo much redundant for remitting any ſin or puniſhment of others, that 
ſhailbe baptizedhereafter ? | IS 

Come weto the Eighth. Here we ask ; Whether all the ſatisfattion of Chriſt 
taken together was not great enough to remit the eternal puniſhment of the whole 
world, as well as of theſe that are, or that ever ſhall be, baptized? Jf ze 
were, whether all the r:dundant parts of that; which would have redeemed the 
reſt, ſince nor all, but a very ſmall part of the world is, or ſhall be, redeem- 
ed, or baptized, becaft into the Church's treaſure too ?. and who hath the keep- 
ing of this treaſure, aud what uſe is mad: of ſo much treaſure beyond what all 
that ever were, or ſhall be, baptized do ſtand in need of ; and which, asre- 
mitting the eternal puniſhment, is much more uſeful, thay that which ſerves on- 
ly to r-mit the temporal in Indulgences? And what account canthe Church-Gover- 
nors give, if ſuſfering ſo vaſt a part of the Church's treaſure to lie idle, and make 
no of it for the benefit of thoſe that need'it ; namely, of all that. part of the 
world to whom it 1s not already applied ?{Mean-while this:Author may know, 
that the Church-Governors do take their beſt care, that none do:want this ap- 
plication, who need it, and are rightly difpoſed for it z and where God hath 
made any promife to ratifte their a@ }. | at 

The Ninth Succeeds , In which we further enquire; Ifour-Lord's Succek 
ſors have committed to them the' cuſtody and diſpoſing of ſuck a treaſure 
of Chriſt's merits and ſatisfaCtions ro'the rightly difpoſed; .intheir adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, why may they not, "if they think. of it, procure” another 


mighty treaſure of the abſolute power of God, which is never uſed, as: for making | 


new worlds, &c? And may they not by the help of this Treaſure of God's power 
deliver Souls out of Hell, as well as by the other fromit? And if this be ſo much whe 


greater kinan:fi,. they ought to think of it, and employ this treaſure for theſe pur- 


oſes. And why may they no: think of anoth:y treaſure of the light of the San that is mare 
pg enough for as oe of the —_ y irc 

and aged? [Doth not this better become a Socinian,or an Htberit;than a grave Di- 
vine? and might he not have done well to have choſen another ſubject, for ſuch 
unſeemly levity, than the infinite Merits and Satisfaftions of our Loyd? 7] 

The following .2xeftions. to the 14th. are concerning the ſatisfactions of 
Saints; of which by and by. ' Review we next then the Foarteenth, Where, 
if ſatisfaction, by the fufferings of our Lord, be tendred to Gad's Fwuſtzce for 

| | what 


and to lay it up in ſtore for the benefit of the purblind + 
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whatever putifhment of penitent Sinners that: are-baptized; we defire to know; 
-when, and by whons the payment of theſe ſufferings or ſatisfaftions of our Lord, 
is made to-God ? If it was made by Chriſt (the Perſon whoſe fatisfations make 
the Church's Treaſure ) for that end, what have his Miniſters to do to diSenſe that, 
now in their conferring the Sacraments, which God hath accepted long ago from 
our Lofd when: he-died, for payment ?- But, if the payment be made now by the 
Miniſters, in what way do they make it ? do they take out ſo much ready caſh of the 
Church's treafare, "and pay it down wpon the nail — to the proportion of e- 
-very- one's ſin that-is baptized? Or do they. only tell God where ſuch a treaſure lies, 
and bid him go and ſatisfie himſelf for ſo much as they they then diſcharge of the bap- 
tized -perſon's debr for -his fins? [| Difce ſapere ad ſabrictatems ]. 
This we ask of our Lord's, Next, for the Satzfe&ions of the Saints ; thoſe of 
-one being accepted for averting ſome temporal puniſhment from: another ; 


- On which ſubject are this Author's 2xeſt:ons, from the gth.to the 14th. Here 


ſiippoſe { which not\ſeldome happeris ) an Holy Man, upon ſome great offen- 
ding of 'God'by ſome of near relation to himſelf, Prays, Faſts, wears Sack= 
cloath, and uſeth other Penances, and Mortifications meerly: on-the other's 
«behalf for preventing ſome temporal judgment that he fears hangs over his 
-head:' And God, accepting ſuch humiliation of his, for a perſon fo diſpoſed 
as to be capable of it, averts this judgment, which, otherwiſe, he would have 
-inflicted upon the other's Crimes ; (a thing alſo, I ſuppoſe, this Author will 
grant not unoften-done, or at leaſt poſſible to beſo). And,now,let us return 
to his-toth. Queſtion, and demand of him : 1f the ſatisfattion of Chriſt be ſo re- 
-dandant, as it is made, how comes it not to be ſufficient for ſo poor anend, as this 
temporal.puniſhment of this ſinner is; b#t that the humiliations and penances 
of this holy man maſt make up 4 ſhare in this infinite treaſare of our Lord's ſuf- 
ferings?:[ But note here,. upon this word ft; that none (ay, there is any 
neceflity of the fatisfattions.of Saints tobe added to our Lord's ; or faith, that 
-our Lord's are not ſ#ffic:ent,as our Author invidiouſly here propoſeth the caſe.} 
Is not this worſe,than to light a Candle to help the Sun,to ſuppoſe Chriit's ſatisfattion 
fo infinite, as to be ſuſſicient to redeem more worlds, and yet not enouzh to deliver 
from a temporal puniſhment withaut the humiliation of this holy man ? [ Not e- 
nough, none faith ſo. All-ſufficient Chriſt's ſarisfaCtions are ; bur yer Godzto 
honour his Saints, and for other ends of his Wiſdome, is pleaſed to do favours 
to others upon the penal works and humiliations, or alſo prayers, of his Saints 
in their behalf; bur all theſe ftill accepted by God through his Sox's Satifa- 
(trons. 
- x M on with the Eleventh. Here we repeat the ſame again. How comes 
this Holy Man to do ſuch large Penances with regard to God's 7uſtice and Wrath, 


sf the ſatisfattion of Chriſt were of ſo infinite a nature? And, if he prattiſe ſuch 


mortifications and penances, z he not ſufficiently reward:d for them? If he be, 
. how come theſe to help the other, his Friend, which he i abunaantly recompenſed 
for himſelf? [ Herel ask alſo ; How come our prayers to procure from God ſome 


"benefit to others, when, for the Charity of them, . we our ſelves likewiſe are 


rewarded by him ; a thing not doubted of ? The ſame pious work or ſuffering 
-mayobtain-a manifold recompence, and that as to ſeveral perſons, by way 
| - 
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of Impeiration from God's bounty and mercy, which enlargeth ie(dlf without 


bounds, how far it pleaſeth. But it is granted, that, when we ſpeak of a ſtridt See Bellarm: 
compenſation Or fatisfattion made to God's Juſtice, thus no work or ſuffering 2*< Indulg.l.14 
of ours, that is equivalently ſatisfatory only for axerher's debr (ſuppoſe, of *,g.8 ** Pro-) 
temporal puniſhment ), can be alſo of ovr ow#: for, none can fo diſcharge pondo, E 
to God's Juſtice two debts with that ſum, which is due for one of them 


-ohly ]- | 

In the Twelfth, We ask : If the ſatifattion of Chriſt doth only oftain Grace for s 97 
'this Holy man to do penance himſelf, for avertirig the temporal. puniſhment of ooh ache 
'his own fin, But, who ſaith thus? ] how can the application, or acceptation of Qu. 12, 
this Holy Man's penances free another from the temporal puniſhment of his ſin, © 
without his doing any penance ? Or have his penances-being joined wit Chriſt's 
ſatisfi ions greater power with God for this other perſon, than the ſatisfabtions of 
Chriſt have for himſelf? [ Whatever the Author's meaning is in this Queſtion, 
which perhaps I do not rightly comprehend, Chriſfs fatisfattions alone are 
affirmed , both for common Penitents, and Saints, all-ſufficient, and not 
only do obtain grace for Saints, to ſatisfie, themſelves, for a temporal pu- 
niſhment; but alſo, when applied by an Indvlgence, do procure a -remiſfion 
of ſuch temporal puniſhment to them, without their own Penances or Satis- 

altions ]. | 

7 -We cohtinue, in the Thirteenth, the fame demand: 'Why the ſatisfattion $. 58; 
of Chriſt may not ſerve [| Boat, who are they, that ſay, it may not? See be=- —— 
fore $. 47. ]. without this Holy Man's penances to remit only the other per- Qu. 131 
ſon's temporal puniſhment for his ſin, when the ſatiifation of Chriſt was ſuffi- 
rient alone to remit both eternal and ttmporal to that perſon in the Sacrament 
of Baptiſme ? Or was the force of it ſpent then, that it needs 4 freſÞ ſupply 
a fterwerds from this Holy Man's penances? But if then it conld be applied to 
a higher end , without any other help, why not where it is to have far leſs effi= 


cacy * 

We have now paſſed through all his ©2#eſt:ons concerning the Charch's Trea- 
ure; many of thetn, as they ſeem to me, very irreverent, and impertinent 
of which (asI ſaid) he may accept of that Anſwer in his application of them to 
Tnaulgences, which he gives us in our's to the Sacrament. The laſt Pueſtion yet 
remains. 

Viz: How came this treaſure of the Charch, i. e. the ſup:rfiuities, as he calls 5.70; 
them, of Chriſt's ſatisfaftions for the temporal puniſhment of ſin, which are —=—- 
applied in Indulgences, into the Pope's keeping ; and who gave? him the K eys of Qu. 15, 
them? when every Prieſt is truſted, in the Sacrament of Penance, with the trea- 
ſure of Chriſt's neceſſary ſutisfaFtion for the remitting of the eternal Joni ? 

R. After Thave firſt told him (for, the language is uſed by him here) that I 

know no' Roman Divine that tiles Chriſ#s ſatisfaftions for the remitting of 

Sin, and the eternal puniſhment, neceſſary, and of the' temporal, ſuper/inow : 

Tanfwer; Thar in the' doubt, what perſons have the lawful power of conceding 

Indalgences; \t is ſufficient that Proteſtants then be ſatisfied, when they are 

firſt agreed to admit them, Mean-while, what needs our Author trouble 

himſelf, or us, with ſuch a 2eſtion? -=_ Pope, ſurely, hath as-much power- 
of, 
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of, andright to keep, the Keys, as any. Of thaſe Indwlrences, then, which he 
concedes, nane needs diſpute the validity : Bur, not to leave this unſpoken to. 
I fay 1ſt. That, as not the Conceſſion of Indulgences, ſo neither the Extreiſe 
of the power. of Abſolation, ( this alſo being.an ACt of farizdiftion and Ju- 
dicature ) i. e. neither the application of Chriſt's Merits and SatisfaQtions, for 
the eternal, nar for the temporal, puniſhment of Sin, doth belong ta the In- 
ferior Clergy, but dependently, from the Biſhops, and Governors: of the Church; 
which Commiſſion they receive alſo. with a reſervation of ſeveral Caſes, 
wherein they may not abſolve. Next; for Church-Governors: Not only the 
Tope, but other Biſhops de fafFo have conceded Indulgences in ancient times, 
and do ſtill. But, whether the conceding of them dath belong to all Biſhops 
are I ivino, or only to the ſupreme Governor, the Pope, is diſputed among t 
Schoolmen. The Council of Trent, (though there they were much diſputed), 
hath determined nothing about the Limits of ſuch Epiſcopal Juriſdidictions ; 
but left them to the former current Eccleſiaſtical Cuſtoms and Practices ; 
Several limitations and reſtraints of them have been made by the ſupreme 
ied xj 0 the Church the. Succeſſor of St, Peter (to whom in the firſt place 
our Lord committed the Keys [T:b; dato claues] not only with a Precedency 
to, but Power and Authority over,. the reſt): and have been made to ve- 
ry good ends, that things might be done with better order, and diſcuſſion, 
and with leſs confuſion, and relaxation of Diſcipline, as it is alſo particularly 
in this granting of [ndalgences ; and, {0 long as the Biſhops acquieſce therein, 
ſuch queſtions, as this, ſeemrather moved tothe diſturbance of the Church's 
peace, than any edification in the Chriſtian Faith. And ſo 1 leaveir. The 
Roman Schocl-Divines, to this and ſeveral other of his Queſtions, have not 
been filent; nor wanted his Predeceflors the wit to ask them before him. 
If he looks ſa much into their Books, as he pretends, why takes heno notice 
of their Anſwers? Is it not, becauſe he finds ſo much Reaſon in chem, as he 
is loth ro divulge to his party ,. unleſs he could do it with greater fatifa- 
ction ? 

This, to his ,2xeſtions. But, now, after all theſe Invedives againſt the 
Roman Indulzences, 1. e. againſt the remitting of ſome Penances, and this 
not gratis ; but, for ſome other Pious Works done in lieu thereof [perhaps 
ſo many times Viſiting a Chzrch, and therein for ſome time offering up his 
Devotions, Faſting on certain days, giving ſo much Alms, and the like ] ; 
and for a Cauſe, that, in advancing ſome publick, or private, good, bears 
ſome proportion to that which is remitted, or alſo far exceeds it; as war- 
ring againſt Infidels oppreſſing the Church, Converſion of Hereticks, build- 
ing of Churches, Hoſpitals, &'c: And, again, For the remiſſion of which Penan- 
ces the Perſon is required firſt to examine the quality of his ſins, and to excite 
a Contrition ſutable thereto, to repair to the Saerament of Penange, Confeſſion, 
and Abſolucion, and: alſo to perform ſuch "eas as may be thought talu- 
tary and medicinal to the.canquering his Iuſts, and preventing the like miſ(- 
carriages-for the time to come, andall this to be done by him to render him- 
ſelf capable of the benefix of an /ndlgence : I ſay, after all rhis inveighing a- 
gainſt ſuch a practice of the Roman Church, ( wherein, as uſually in all other 
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Points conteſted, ſhe only ſtands upon her guard, and defence of Cuſtom® 3 
deſcending to her from Anciene Times; and the Accuſers, and Invaders, are- 
the other Party); Iask: with what greater ſeverity do the Proteſtant Mini- 
ſters treat a Perſon, that, after the loſing his Baptiſmal Grace, labours under 
mortal ſin? What Penances, what better thing, than thoſe Roman pions Works, 
which they deride,do they impoſe? They,indeed,as Catholicksalfo,exhort ſuch a 
{on to repentance of his ſin, and amendment of his life z and tell him, as Catho- 
licks alſo do, that theſe are neceſſary; but then the ſureſt way to acquiring a 
true repentance, and the chiefeſt means of working in him a reformation of life, 
5,e. ſolirude, penance, mortifications, abſtinences, &c, they preſs not to him; 
and of the neceſſity alſo of the Church's Keys for remiſſion of ſuch Afortal ſin com- 
mitted after Baptiſm they do not inform him. 
They tell him, that he needs fear no ſurther reckonings for his ſin, as to 
any puniſhment or ſufferings for it, if once repented of; that fn, and all its _ 
puniſhments are wiped off at once: [| for, faith our Author, * how can that fault © > gt 
be ſ4idto bs remitted, which is yet puniſhed? ] and therefore that our doing any Quelt, 24 
penanee, for avoiding fuch puniſhment, is needleſs, The zdzlgences in the 
Catholick Church, only ſometimes uſed for remitting fuch penances, (yet this 
not without commutation) are cried out ofl, as excuſing them from doing the beſt 
| ir Religion; © : | Rom. Idol, 
farts of their Religion; Yet, among Proteſtants, ſuch penances are remitted al- 
ways, in their being never at all impoſed ;. and'yer their piety and Religion E 
thrives well enough without them ;. and they are neither required as the bef, 
rior as any, part of it. They cry out of the lightening, ſometimes, of men's 
burdens in the Church of Rome by Tndalgences ; but themſelves will not touch 
thoſe lighter burdens ( mentioned before), thatare laid on them for gaining 
theſe Indalgences, with one of their fingers. Nothing is done right in the 
Church of Reme ; whilſt among them nothing. is done at all; and-rherefore, in 
the other, is nothing done right. 
To Conchude theſe diſcourſes ; Let all pious Chriſtians in general beware of &. $r; 
ſuch a deftruftive and Negative Way of Religion, as to ſo great a partof the —= 
: Church's Prafticals : Which thus endeavours to pull down all that ſtands be- 
fore it, but it{etf builds nothing ; and, under po of reforming Religion, 
and Devotions, only defaceth them ; and fo leaves rhe ruines thereof to be 
trampled upon by Atheiſts. Here are (ſpeaking of the weſt part, and thofe 
that ſtand at a ferther diſtance from the Reman Church ) no Mental prayer ; no 
Purgation, or AMzrtification, in order thereto; no Abſtration of life, no Con- 
templation, no ſtate of Perfettion, no Aſpirations, no Aftiv: or Paſſive Unions, 
ralked of, No Evangelical Counſels; but thoſe, ſo called, held preceprs to ſome 
particular perfons, of which none finds himſelf to be one ; no recommending 
of ſolitnde; of fingle life ; of quitting the poſſeſſion and cares of Riches, ---Ur 
ſolicits fint que ſunt Domini, quo modo placeant Deo x Cor, 7. 32. --- and at fa- 
caltatem prebcat ſine impediments Dominum obſecrandi ; No Sacera:tal Confeſſions 
and fo no Caſniſts to ſatigfie ſcruptes ; and fo no liabihty of ſuch tobe miſcon- 
frued in ſtating ſach points; as the -Roman Caſniſts are moſt ſhamefully by 
Proteſtants citing their words, and defalking Circumſtances, which continual- 
ly alter the ftate of the Dneſtron; No Penances, or Satisfattions to appeaſe God's * 
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wrath for theif ſins, thoſe of Chrift being ſufficient ;: and, ſo, noneed of [ndyulz 


| Fences; No Sacrifice of the Altar : No Corporal Preſence of our. Lord's Body 


there ; and ſo no ſolemn Ceremonies attending it ; No Adoration-there, .and 
ſo no queſtioning of them for [dolatry : No Sacrament of Penance for. delive- 
rance from Mortal ſin, and ſono Grace expected from the Opme operaturs of-it ;. 
When people are ſick, no care of confeſſing them ; or of not letting them depart 
hence without their K:aticay:;. and without Extream VUnttion in the name of. 
the Lord, Norecommending themſelves to the Prayers of Saints to help them; 
with their /nterceſſions.to God : No Purgatory or preſent Aiddle State of any 
faithful-Souls, however -departed hence with imperfect reformation of life ; 
but all Chriſtians ſent immedately to Hel}, that do not go-imngediately to. 
Heaven, and to the Beatifical Vifiow of God ; and ſo no Preyjers, no Oblations,, 
no All-Souls-days, no Anniverſaries, for benefiting of ſuch Se#ls; No ſaving ſo 
« by fire;. No ſufferings to be endured. hereafter, if the moſt extream be once: 
eſcaped ;. and whatever ſoul departing. hence 1s not worthy of the loweZ# mi-. 
ſery, inſtantly aſcends into the oghef Bliſs: And there tao, no Degrees of Gle-. 
ry; butin Chriſt. alkequal, Bur. then, if itbe conſidered, how. few. of thoſe, 
whoſeemto dy penitent, .are well-prepared ( by reaſon of their-late repentance. 
and imperfett reformation of manners) to enter immediately to the fruition 
of God's preſence, and poſſeſſion of eternal joys, and how much many Proteſtants. 
diſparage a;death-bed Repentance, whilſt thus they ſend no Souls to Purga- 
tory, they ſend the more to Hell: In extreams they are the one way, or the, 
other ; whilſt the Charch, guided by Serjptare, expounded by Tradition, - goes 
in a middle way, rather inclined to mercy, than r:igour- Again, No Yows ; no- 
macerations of the Body ;. noYigils; ne obſerving Faſts; hardly any Fefivals,. 
much leſs their Of#aves, Bur every one leit topray, .torepent, after his own. 
way; faſt, when he pleaſeth ; do good works-out of gratiexde. to him, who: 
hath done and ſ»ffered for him all that God requires; . to-believe firmly and. 
without-wavering the: remiſſion of all his ſins, how hainous ſoever, and fo to 


 magnifie the more God's Mercy, and Chriſt's Merits; to read the Scriptures 


without asking the Exnuch's Queſtion,. Dxomodo poſſum intelligere, niſi quis o-. 
Fenderit mibi, &c? and not to doubt but that God will illuminate him in the. 
underſtanding of them as much as is neceſſary, whenas he ſtops his ears to the- 
mſtructions. of thoſe Miſſioners ſent by our Lord to teach him in them; No- 
ſuch nz#mcrous Catalogue of the Articles of their Faith, or Determinations of, 
former obliging Coxncils, nor yoke of Aſſent or Belief impoſed z but. boaſting 
of their indulging te all men liberty of opinion in thoſe things, where the for-. 
mer Church, they ſay, hath: ufed-Tyranny. No ſure Tradition, fave only 
that of the Scriptres, ( for this alone ſerves their turn); no Charch-Infallibili- 
27; and I had almoſt-ſaid; no Chrch-Anthoritz, A fine contrived way of 
Religion for invading-others, and no need of defending itſelf: For, on Affir- 
ers lies the Proof. ; 

All theſe, Church-Praftices before Lather's appearance, are thrown off by 
many, ( for 1 cannot fay it of all; . Thoſe among them, I hope will conſider, 
whom: theſe things concern )s, Nor have:-they any reverence to their gray 
hairs, or their great Antiquity : But, for their defence againſt this ons ren 
. enie 
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denied), they bring in Aztichriſt to father them ; bring him not into the- "T0 
| . world only, inſuch carly days, but into the Charch ;. and, in the Charch, place. b 
| * himalſo in the chiefeſt Chairthereof,. in the latter end of the Foxrth Age, or” 
| beginning of the Fifth : (for, many of theſe Cuſtoms, rejefted. by them, are 
then found in the Church ); and there he hath ſate ever ſince, .and given laws 
to Chriſtianity (if we will believe them ) for a thoxſand years, till the Refor- 
mation appeared, notwithſtanding our Lord's Promiſe to the Church of Porte: 
inferi non prevalebunt. And, ſince this his coming,..all theſe things-are found - | 
Superitition, Wil-worſhip, Mandata Hominums, with thoſe Reformers: and, upon © - 4 
the ſame account, many other Sects, . Sub-reformers of the Reformed, arc hard” W. . 
at work to pull down the remainder of .Church-Government, Ceremonies, Dife. - 3 
cipline, which theſe firſt Demoliſhers have yet left ſtanding. And having, - 3 
thus, diſmiſſed and rid their hands of all theſe former Church Cuſtoms, they 4 
have now the leiſure to make ſport with them-too,.. and call them to-an ac- - 
count, . And, for fitting. the Chxrch's. Tenents and Praftices the better for - 
their drollery, they miſ-relate, and miſ-repreſeht them ſo far, as that they 
can manifeſt them unreaſonable and ridiculous ; and the extravagancy of any 
Caſuift or Schoolman is applied, and imputed, to the Church ;: whilſt the. Pro- 
teſtant Reader, though otherwiſe never ſo prudent and knowing, yetunſtudi- 
ed andunexperienced in thefe things, believes their relation as a truth- and + 
the Learned, amongſt Catholicks, are aſtoniſhed-to ſee the Charch's Doftrine - 
ſo diſguiſed and- falſified. Ti auters exaltare, . Domine, in virtute tua; and,.. 
as there want not many to invade thy Truth, ſo raiſe up always thoſe that 
may defendit with the ftrength, not which they have of themſelves (thar is, .. 
none ),. but which they receive from 'Thee; who uſeſt tro confound the wiſe - 
of. this world with things week, and deſpiſed, that nofleſh may glory in thy fight « 
And, as for the Enemies of thy Church and Truth, whoever they be, [n= - 
Ple facies corwns ignominia, Domine, wut quarant Nomen tum. 
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